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The Riverina-Murray Institute of Higher Edu-
cation, 8km from the city of Wagga Wagga was
the setting for the Libraries Alone: Rural and
Isolated Libraries Conference held 21-23 July.

The aim of the conference, the second of its
kind to be held in recent years, was to gather
together librarians from rural and isolated
areas in Australia to discuss and disseminate
ideas and practical ways of solving the
problems inherent in being physically
separate from the main centres of population.

In keeping with the emphasis on practical
problem-solving, the conference included a mix
of plenary and workshop sessions, covering
such topics as education and professional
development of libraries; networks and
regional co-operation; financial and political
management and the provision of library serv-
ices in rural and isolated areas. There was also
a trade display.

Some 200 delegates from around Australia
and a sprinkling from overseas obviously
benefited greatly from the uncommon
experience of meeting together and discussing
professional issues of common interest. Those
of us who work in large centres of population
are generally unaware of the problems facing
those who work in physical isolation in remote
parts of the country and I found it a rewarding
experience to participate in some of the dis-
cussions.

One which was of particular interest to me,

of course, was the role of the LAA (and other
professional associations) for rural and iso-
lated libraries. No better indication of the posi-
tive role an association like ours can play was
the organisation of the Libraries Alone Confer-
ence itself which was initiated by the Riverina
Regional Group. Numbers of constructive sug-
gestions were put forward as to how the LAA
might further help those working in isolation,
such as providing videos of talks given at
Branch and Section meetings; teleconferenc-
ing; special funding etc. The overriding
message, however, was that ‘we’ are the Associ-
ation, and that its strength resides in all of us,
not in any one group. On this occasion, I'm
sure that all participants were grateful to Roy
Sanders and his hard working committee for
providing both the opportunity for, and the
substance of, a constructive and stimulating
meeting.

On a recent visit to Canberra, I had the
pleasure of presenting an LAA Letter of Recog-
nition to Mr Robert Barnes, of the Classics
Department, ANU. This award which the
Association introduced a few years ago recog-
nises the special contribution made by an
individual to the Association or to Australian
libraries and librarianship. A note about Mr
Barnes’ significant and generous donation of
many hundreds of books to the ANU Library
appeared in InCite No 13.

In an informative and entertaining response
to the presentation, Mr Barnes expressed his
gratitude to the Association, and went on to
make some remarks on private book-collecting
and book-donating with the encouragement
that others should do likewise. He also spoke,
however, of Australia’s lack of a ‘national
library policy’ and of the fact that there are
only a few really complete collections, of world
standard, on any area in any Australian
library. The need for a NIP is as urgent as ever!

And finally a note of appreciation to Vice
President Alan Bundy for two fascinating anc
informative contributions to this column ovei
the past month.

Peter Daw:
President

Anniversary wine on sale at the
Canberra celebrations (and through
your local Branch). $75 per dozen
(plus $5 freight). Buy 3 dozen
freight free. For further information
contact: Jo-anne Fuller, Program
Support Manager (02) 692 9233
(008) 221481.

50 is a very good year!

Enter a new world of lerary Management.
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With URICA the world’s finest library manaémé ystem.

AWAT Omiru i i

AWA Computers, 132 Arthur Street, North Sydney, NSW Australia. Ph. 9223300 Tlx. 26082 Fax. 9222107.
289€ Dunearn Road, Singapore 2158. Ph. 469 8822 Tlx. RS28450 Fax. 4690143.
Sime Darby S:stems, Wisma Sime Darby, Jalan Raja Laut, 50350 Kuala Lumpur. Ph. 03 2939322.

URICA, the most sophisticated
library system available today, is
ideally suited for use in all types and
sizes of libraries.

The library’s existing records can
be loaded into the URICA database
from a variety of sources, such as
ABN or Bibliofile using a choice of
input programs.

AWA Computers has the
experienced personnel to advise
libraries on their automation needs
and to provide a timely and effective
transition to the new URICA system.

AWA Computers has a program
of regular enhancements and
development of the system to cater
for the changing requirements of
today’s libraries.

We work as one
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