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MEDICAL LIBRARIES 
SA GROUP

On 28 November 1986 a national seminar en
titled “Health Sciences — Alternatives, 
Choices and Change’ was held by the South 
Australian College of Advanced Education 
(SACAE) together with the LAA South Aus
tralian Medical Libraries Section. It aimed to 
review the current changes in education for 
health professionals, particularly in the area 
of nursing, and to explore its implications for 
health science libraries.

PHOTO: Left to right — Margie Russon, Chairman of 
the Organising Committee, Dr Nancy Lane, Head of 
the Centre for Library and Information Services at 
Canberra CAE, Frances Bluhdorn, Librarian, Sus- 
man Library, Royal Prince Alfred Hospital, Jan 
Heath, President, SA Medical Libraries Section.

The seminar attracted 55 people, 41 from 
South Australia, 7 from Victoria, 4 from New 
South Wales, 2 from the Australian Capital 
Territory and one from Western Australia, to 
hear speakers, meet colleagues and exchange 
ideas with other professionals.

The Programme Committee did an excel
lent job in obtaining speakers on a variety of 
interesting topics. Sybil McColloch, South 
Australian co-ordinator of the transfer of 
nurse education from hospital based schools 
to Colleges of Advanced Education, spoke on 
the profession of nursing generally and the 
changes that it is now facing. Rosemary 
Bryant, the Director of Nursing at the Royal

Adelaide Hospital addressed the effects of the 
transfer of nurse education on hospitals.

Frances Bluhdorn, Librarian at the Sus- 
man Library at the Royal Prince Alfred Hos
pital, who has recently been compiling a Peer 
Review Kit for Medical Librarians, spoke on 
quality assurance in libraries. Frances urged 
all librarians to review and evaluate their li
brary service and implement improvements.

Elizabeth Woodbury, Co-ordinator of the 
Centre for Continuing Education — South 
Sector at the South Australian Health Com
mission, Jill Michaelson, Nursing Adviser — 
South Sector Country Hospitals and Jan 
Dyer, Nursing Educator at the South Austral
ian Health Commission all spoke of the isola
tion of country nurses and the hardships they 
encounter when trying to pursue further stud
ies.

Michael Kay, South Australian Co
ordinator for the Health Education and Pro
motion Information System (HEAPS) intro
duced the system which is on MEDLINE. The 
system holds information about health educa
tion resources and programmes.

Carl Biffa and Steve McKee, both lecturers 
in Information Management at SACAE spoke 
on micro-computer applications in health li
braries. Their enthusiastic presentations 
showed that micro-computers are very flexible 
and can be used in many ways to enhance li
brary operations eg data base storage, word 
processing capabilities and linking up with a 
remote on-line computer system.

The final speaker, Dr Nancy Lane, Head of 
the Centre for Library and Information Ser
vices at Canberra CAE, discussed education 
for health science librarianship. She high
lighted many important points in relation to 
base professional education and continuing 
education in the field for health science li
brarians.

‘Alternatives, Choices and Change’ was 
challenging and thought provoking and cov
ered many areas that health science librar
ians need to grapple with if they are to effec
tively respond to the changes in their wider 
environment.

Thanks must be extended to Margie 
Russon from SACAE Library, and her Com
mittee, Sheila Edwards, Jan Heath and 
Nereda Wilkinson for organising this sue-
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cessful seminar.
The Peer Review Kit for Medical Librar 

ians, which describes the implementation oj 
quality assurance in health sciences libraries 
can be obtained from: Australian Council or 
Hospital Standards — Education Unit, Firsl 
floor, 71 Arundel Street, Glebe, NSW 2037 
(02) 660.0333

Prepayment of $12.50 which includes post 
age is required. Cheques should be made oul 
to Australian Council of Hospital Standards.

Julie Freunc 
Secretary

SA Medical Libraries Sectior
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At their first meeting for 1987 the committee 
elected the following office bearers:

Hon. President — Anne Doherty 
Hon. Vice-President

— Lexie Zantiotis 
Hon. Secretary — Jan Harris 
Hon. Treasurer — Jackie Scherer 
Hon. Editor — Jean Bailey 
Other committee members are — Miriam 

Butler, Phillip Lormer, Marlene Knowles 
(Branch Councillor) Nina Gosford, Lynette 
Davison, Joan Walker.

We have a vacancy for one Committee 
member and would be pleased to hear from 
anyone who would like to serve on this com
mittee.

J. Walker

New Special Interest Group
It is proposed that Professionals and 
Students Interface (PSII) be set up as a 
Special Interest Group of the LAA. Sup
port is sought from people interested in 
the following objectives:

• the establishment of PSII as an 
LAA Special Interest Group

• to develop a program of events, 
subject to LAA approval

• to develop a job advisory service 
to new professionals and students 
and a network of contacts in the 
information field.

This group will be a ‘first’ for WA and 
will involve members from both schools 
of librarianship. The group’s activities 
will be publicised and reported in 
InCite. People interested in joining the 
group or finding out more should 
contact Ann Marie Zoutendyk on 
(09) 387 7851.

Exercise both parts of your brain — 
with Incite and ALJ

The Australian Library Journal is going solo 
in '87. Only $15 for LAA members and $25 
for non-members brings you four issues 
filled with articles addressing the important 
issues in today's library and information 
world. Stay in touch with a variety of views! 
Keep up with the professional literature! Be 
informed! Subscribe today!


