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OBITUARIES
Veronica Josephine Young 
('Vonnie' Young)
Vonnie Young, Chief Librarian, Randwick 
Library Service, died on 22 October 1987. Her 
input to the community where she lived and 
worked was attested by the hundreds of 
people who attended a Requiem Mass at the 
Church of the Sacred Heart on 29 October.

Praise for Vonnie Young’s professionalism 
and drive have come from the Mayor, Aid. 
John Scullion and other aldermen. In a local 
paper, Aid. Ken Finn described her as a ‘per
fectionist who would go to a great deal of 
trouble to make sure people using the library 
were given the right service’. He went on to 
say:

Ten years ago I met Vonnie Young and 
I was impressed with her devotion to 
give Randwick the best possible library. 
Not only was she well-known in library 
circles in Australia, she enjoyed an 
international reputation for her profes
sionalism in the field of library work.

Vonnie Young began her career in librarian- 
ship at the State Library of NSW and moved 
to Randwick Library in 1952. In 1962 she was 
selected by the Library of Congress as one of 
four librarians from around the world to par
ticipate in an international program for 
library studies. She worked and studied for 
one year at the Free Library of Pennsylvania.

During her time at Randwick Vonnie 
worked as Cataloguer, Deputy Librarian and 
was Chief Librarian from 1974.

Vonnie Young was a member of the LAA 
from 1950. She sat for the Preliminary Exam 
and the Registration Certificate and became 
an Associate in 1965. As an active member 
she participated regularly in LAA confer
ences. She also visited the US from time to 
time to be part of the ALA Conference. In this 
way she built up a network of local and inter
national colleagues and friends.

Mary Ursula O'Connor
Ursula O’Connor died on 12 November 1987 
at the age of 77.

She was born on 21 April 1910 in South Mel
bourne and moved to Malvern with her family 
in 1918. She was educated at the Catholic 
Ladies College, East Melbourne, and at Mel
bourne University where she graduated as a 
Bachelor of Arts in German language and 
literature in 1933. She completed the Regis
tration Examinations of the LAA in 1947 and 
became an Associate in 1950.

In 1927, as a young woman of 17 she began 
work at the Melbourne Public Library (now 
the State Library of Victoria). She worked 
first in the Lending Library under T. F. Cooke 
where she learnt the routines of cataloguing, 
classification and reference work. Conditions 
of entry to junior positions in the Library at 
that time were knowledge of two languages

and an undertaking to complete an Arts 
course. No free time was given to atttend lec
tures and students paid their own fees. Posi
tions for women were rarely available and 
much sought after.

After 3 years she moved to the Cataloguing 
Department of the Reference Library under 
C. A. McCallum. It was here that she was to 
become, 20 years later, Head Cataloguer, a 
position which she held from 1947 to 1960.

During most of this period she lectured in 
the Library Training School of the State 
Library, which had been set up at the same 
time as the Free Library Service Board to 
train librarians for the new public libraries 
being established under the municipal library 
subsidy scheme. In 1960 she was appointed 
Principal of the School, a position which she 
held until her retirement 10 years later.

Ursula O’Connor was a foundation member 
of the Australian Institute of Librarians and 
was one of the group photographed in Can
berra at the inaugural conference whose 50th 
anniversary was celebrated a few months 
ago. She was Victorian Branch Secretary from 
1949 to 1952.

In the 1950 s she visited England to study 
English libraries. In 1955 she spent a year at 
the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh working as 
Cataloguer, and later spent time at the Tokyo 
Library School attached to the National 
Library of Japan.

Barrett Reid, a long-time colleague, writes 
of Ursula O’Connor:

As Head Cataloguer of the Public Library of 
Victoria, and subsequently as Principal of 
the Library Training School of the State 
Library of Victoria, Ursula O’Connor was 
one of the few women in the library profes
sion of that time who achieved a role in 
senior management. A gentle and modest 
person, she clearly thought she had two great 
responsibilities: one, to convince others of 
equal rights for women in the library profes
sion, and two, to encourage staff, and indeed 
people in libraries in general, to understand 
that librarianship was a profession which 
had its own discipline and standards. She 
discharged these responsibilities splendidly, 
leading always by personal example. Many 
Victorians who began to work in libraries in 
the 1940s and 1950s will acknowledge that it 
was Ursula O’Connor who encouraged them 
to look to the national Association and to 
national qualifications.
In cataloguing she made a major contribu
tion by linking the Public Library’s own high 
standard but idiosyncratic cataloguing rules 
firmly with national and international stan
dards. A major battle had to be fought and 
won; Ursula’s achievement was as distin
guished as it was lonely.
I have mentioned her gentleness and modesty. 
It is with these qualities in mind that her 
decision to fight for professional standards 
against the directions of a paternalistic 
administration and heightened censure by 
the Public Service Board can be seen in the 
special colours of integrity and courage.
Personally conservative she yet had a quick 
sympathy for young people which, mixed 
with a nice sense of humour, made her espe
cially likeable. For over 40 years at the State 
Library of Victoria, Ursula O’Connor 
influenced generations of young librarians, 
so many of whom will mourn the passing not 
only of a mentor but a friend.

Jane La Scala 
Barrett Reid
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