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AUSTRALIAN TENDER WINS!The ABS Year Book 
and Libraries
Following concern expressed by the library 
community about the future of the ABS Year 
Book, the Australian Bureau of Statistics is 
seeking the advice of libraries concerning the 
future role of the Year Book.

ABS wishes to determine:
• The precise role which the Year Book is 

presently filling in the general reference 
area

• Whether there are mechanisms by 
which others could perform the role in 
the area of non-statistical information 
which the Bureau and it predecessor 
statistical offices have played for more 
than a century

• What ABS material should be included 
in Year Books

• What ABS material should be in other 
publications

• What ABS material should be dissemi­
nated in other ways

Year Book Australia 1988 will follow the 
present general format and will be a special 
issue recognising Australia’s bicentenary. 
Special issues aside, ABS will be aiming at 
smaller year books with greater emphasis on 
statistics. It will also be seeking to increase 
circulation and sales, particularly of the state 
year books.

LAA members wishing to contact ABS 
about the Year Book may forward informa­
tion to: Mr I Castles, Australian Statistician, 
Australian Bureau of Statistics, PO Box 10, 
Bellconnen ACT 2617

Louise Lansley 
Educational and Industrial Services Mgr

The news has just come through. SAZTEC 
has been awarded a major contract for com­
puterising the British Library’s General 
Catalogue.

The contract has been awarded to SAZTEC 
Europe Ltd, set up by Australia’s Chris Dowd 
in 1985, and involves the conversion of 360 
printed volumes containing around 8 mil en­
tries. When completed the machine readable 
catalogue will be one of the largest single bib­
liographic databases in the world.

Readers in the British Library reading 
rooms will have direct online access to all the 
records of the library’s collections. This will 
be linked to an automated system for ordering 
up the books selected from the catalogue. 
Similarly remote users will be able to consult 
the catalogue through BLAISE-LINE, the Li­
brary’s existing online information retrieval 
system.

Saztec Europe has also been given exclu­
sive ten-year worldwide rights to publish the 
converted catalogue on CD-ROM or on other 
optical storage media. The British Library 
will receive royalties from the sales.

SPECIAL LIBRARIES IN QLD: 
A DIRECTORY
ISSN 0818 - 0431

Compiled by LAA Special Libraries Sec­
tion (Qld Group). Cost: $10 LAA mem­
bers; $15 non-members (plus postage). 
Send your orders to: PO Box 56 Spring 
Hill Qld 4000. For further information 
contact: Philip Roberts (07) 227 6163.

Some history
SAZTEC was formed in Sydney in 1973. Th 
initial thrust of the company under Chri 
Dowd’s direction was introducing the Austra 
ian market to cost-effective creation of larg 
databases, i.e. the transfer of printed informs 
tion into a form that can be read and prc 
cessed by a computer.

SAZTEC soon became involved in assoc: 
ated computer products including hardwar 
and was responsible for introducing the Am 
tralian market to IBM compatible commun: 
cations equipment, optical character recogn: 
tion, and the first Japanese Hitachi compute 
equipment.

SAZTEC’s growth called for the incorpoi 
ation of many SAZTEC companies, includin 
SAZTEC Equipment, SAZTEC Software 
SAZTEC Systems to name a few. As it deve] 
oped, SAZTEC expanded further both in Aus 
tralia and overseas, and there are current! 
SAZTEC offices in London, Scotland, th 
Philippines, and in five states of the Unitei 
States.

A recent expansion was the formation o 
SAZTEC IRS, representing such databases a 
Pergamon-InfoLine; European Space Agency 
IRS, Decentralum, Fiz Technique, and the Of 
ficial Airlines Guide.

SAZTEC has provided retrospective con 
version services to Australian libraries sine 
1981 — a logical extension of its previous con 
version services to business, industry an< 
government.

Please complete the order form below, making sure 
you quote your Order Number This Standing Order
will remain active until countermanded in writing.
QTY. TITLE____________________________

______ American Art Directory
---------  American Book Publishing Record,

Cumulative
______ American Book Trade Directory
______ American Library Directory
--------- American Men & Women of Science
______ Audio Video Market Place
______ Books in Print

Books in Print, Microfiche
______ Monthly
______ Quarterly
--------- Annually
______ Books in Print Subject Guide

Books in Print Subject Guide 
Microfiche,

_____  Quarterly
_____  Annually
______ Books in Print Supplement
______ Books in Series
_____  Books Out-of-Print
______ Bowker Annual
_____  The Bowker International Serials

Database Update
______ Bowker's Law Books & Serials in Print
______ Children's Books in Print
______ Children's Books in Print - Subject Guide
______ Cole's Register of Antiquarian & Second­

hand Book Dealers Active in Britain
______ Directory of American Research &

Technology
______ Directory of American Scholars
______ El-Hi Textbooks in Print
______ International Literary Market Place

QTY. TITLE___________________________

_______ Irregular Serials & Annuals
_______ Large Type Books in Print
_______ Literary Market Place
_______ Magazine Industry Market Place
_______ Magazines for Libraries
_______ Medical & Health Care Books & Serials

in Print
_______ Microcomputer Market Place
_______ North American Online Directory
_______ On Cassette
_______ Paperbound Books in Print, Spring
_______ Paperbound Books in Print, Fall
_______ Publishers, Distributors & Wholesalers

of the US
_______ Publishers’ Trade List Annual
_______ Religious & Inspirational Books & Serials

in Print
_______ Sci-Tech Books & Serials in Print
_______ Software Encyclopaedia
_______ Ulrich's and Irregular Serials on

Microfiche (quarterly)
_______ Ulrich's and Irregular Serials on

Microfiche (annually)
_______ Ulrich's International Periodicals

Directory
_______ Who's Who in American Art
_______ Who's Who in American Music
_______ Who's Who in American Politics
_______ Who's Who in The Arab World
_______ Who's Who in Lebanon
CD ROM
_______ Books in Print/Plus
_______ Ulrich's/Plus

Standing Orders
Take the worry out of ordering 
your essential R.R. Bowker titles. 
Place a standing order for any of the 
titles listed below and they will be 
sent to you immediately on 
publication.

Please register my standing order for the titles marked above until 
countermanded in writing. Please charge my account.

My order number is_________

Name_____________________________________________________

Establishment______________________________________________

Address___________________________________________________

__________________________________________ Postcode________

Signature________________________________ Date____ /____/___

BUTTERWORTHS PTY. LTD.
271 -273 Lane Cove Rd. (Entrance 34 Waterloo Rd.)
North Ryde. PO Box 345 North Ryde 2113.

Butterworths


