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O  n  2 3  F e b r u a r y  1 9 9 0  th e  C e n t r e  f o r  
C o m m u n i c a t i o n  a n d  I n f o r m a t i o n  R e 
s e a r c h  ( C C I R )  w i t h in  t h e  F a c u l t y  o f  
C o m m u n i c a t i o n  at th e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
C a n b e r r a  w a s  l a u n c h e d .  T h e  C e n t r e ’s 
p r o g r a m  is c o n c e r n e d  w i th  r e s e a r c h  i n to  
c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  p r o 
c e s s e s  in  th e  A u s t r a l i a n - A s i a n - P a c i f i c  
r e g io n .  I ts  m a i n  f o c u s  is o n  th e  p r o d u c 
t io n ,  d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  a n d  s o c i a l  u s e s  o f  
i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  in  o r 
g a n i s a t i o n a l  a n d  i n t e r c u l t u r a i  c o n t e x t s .  
It  w i l l  h a v e  a n  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o r i e n t a 
t io n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a  c o n c e r n  w i t h  c u l t u r a l ,  
l i t e r a r y ,  a n d  l in g u i s t i c  s t u d i e s .

L a u n c h e d  in  1 9 9 0  to  c o i n c i d e  w i t h  
th e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
C a n b e r r a ,  it a i m s  t o  d e v e l o p  a n  i n n o v a 
t iv e  r e s e a r c h  p r o g r a m  o v e r  th e  n e x t
1 8 -2 4  m o n t h s  b a s e d  o n  a  s t r a t e g i c  r e 
s e a r c h  p l a n  c u r r e n t l y  b e i n g  d e v e l o p e d .  
It w i l l  e x a m i n e  s o m e  o f  t h e  l o n g - t e r m  
s o c i a l  a n d  c u l t u r a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  
A u s t r a l i a  b e c o m i n g  a n  i n f o r m a t i o n -  
b a s e d  s o c i e ty .

A t  t h i s  t im e ,  C C I R  is in  its in i t i a l  
s t a g e s  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  b u t  is in  t h e  
p r o c e s s  o f  f o r m i n g  a f f i l i a t i o n s  w i t h  
o t h e r  c e n t r e s  f o r  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a n d  
i n f o r m a t i o n  r e s e a r c h  in A u s t r a l i a .  It 
a l r e a d y  h a s  a  n u m b e r  o f  l in k s  w i t h  
o v e r s e a s  a d v i s o r s  in its o w n  g e o g r a p h i 
c a l  r e g io n  a n d  in th e  U S .  T h e  lo n g  t e r m  
a im  o f  t h e  C e n t r e  is to  b e c o m e  s e l f 
f i n a n c i n g  a n d  e n g a g e  in  s i g n i f i c a n t  a n d  
s o c i a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  r e s e a r c h .  T h e r e  is  a  
r e a l  n e e d  fo r  th e  h u m a n  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  
th e  c u r r e n t  r a p id  c h a n g e s  t a k i n g  p l a c e  
in th e  g l o b a l  a n d  n a t i o n a l  c o m m u n i c a 
t io n  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n d u s t r i e s  to  b e  
c a r e f u l l y  e x a m i n e d .

C C I R  w il l  d r a w  o n  e x i s t i n g  d i s 
c i p l i n a r y  s k i l l s  f r o m  th e  C e n t r e s  o f  
C o m m u n i c a t i o n  S t u d i e s  a n d  L i b r a r y  
a n d  I n f o r m a t i o n  S t u d i e s ,  a n d  w h e r e  
a p p r o p r i a t e ,  a l s o  u s e  th e  e x p e r t i s e  o f  
s t a f f  in o t h e r  S c h o o l  C e n t r e s ,  s u c h  a s  
M o d e r n  L a n g u a g e s  a n d  M e d i a .

Current research 
program
C u r r e n t  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t s  i n c l u d e :  s t u d 
ies  in  t e l e v i s io n  a u d i e n c e  a n a l y s i s ;  th e  
h i s t o r i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  A u s t r a l i a n  
c o m m u n i c a t i o n  i n d u s t r i e s ;  d a t a b a s e

d e v e l o p m e n t  f o r  A u s t r a l i a n  c o m m u n i 
c a t i o n  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e s e a r c h ;  i n f o r 
m a t i o n  n e e d s  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  s e e k i n g  
b e h a v i o u r .

A s  w e l l  a s  d e v e l o p i n g  i ts  o w n  
u n i q u e  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t s ,  th e  C e n t r e  
w i l l  c o o r d i n a t e  o n - g o i n g  g r a d u a t e  a n d  
s t a f f  h i g h e r  d e g r e e  r e s e a r c h .  S o m e  
c u r r e n t  w o r k  h e r e  i n c l u d e s  t h e  i n t r o 
d u c t i o n  o f  p a y  t e l e v i s i o n  t o  A u s t r a l i a ,  
j o b - d e s i g n  r e q u i r e m e n t s  in  o f f i c e  a u t o 
m a t i o n ,  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  n e e d s  o f  s p o r t s  
c o a c h e s ,  b i l i n g u a l  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s  a n d  
e d u c a t i o n  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s .

Left to  righ t- rear: Professor WF 
Mandle, Dr Graeme Osborne, John 
Langmore, Member for Fraser, Vice- 
Chancellor Roger Scott, Dr Glen 
Lewis. Front: Dr Patricia Gillard, Dr 
Maxine K Rochester, Ian Mathews.
Photograph taken at CCIR 
Launch. Photograph: M alcolm
Bodley.

C C I R  w i l l  a l s o  c o m m u n i c a t e  its 
r e s e a r c h  f i n d i n g s  to  the  i n t e r e s t e d  p u b 
l ic  v i a  s e m i n a r s ,  w o r k s h o p s ,  p u b l i c  
l e c t u r e s ,  a n d  p u b l i c a t i o n s .

F o r  a  c o p y  o f  th e  f i r s t  i s s u e  o f  th e  
CCIR Newsletter a n d  a n  i n f o r m a t i o n  
b r o c h u r e  p l e a s e  w r i t e  t o  th e  C e n t r e  f o r  
C o m m u n i c a t i o n  a n d  I n f o r m a t i o n  R e 
s e a r c h ,  F a c u l t y  o f  C o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a n b e r r a ,  P O  B o x  1, 
B e l c o n n e n ,  A C T  2 6 1 6 ,  o r  t e l e p h o n e
( 0 6 )  2 5 2  2 0 0 8 .

Dr Maxine K Rochester 
A c t i n g  D i r e c t o r ,  C C I R  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a n b e r r a

NATIONAL

29-31 May. 7th Conference for Librari
ans in the Criminal Justice System. 
Burgmann College, ANU, ACT. Con
tact: John Myrtle, Librarian, Australian 
Institute of Criminology, PO Box 28. 
Woden, ACT 2606 (06) 274 0264. 
19-20 July. National Library Staff 
Development seminar. SACAE, Under- 
dale Campus. Contact: The Convener, 
Jane Hiscock, c/ The SACAE Library, 
Holbrooks Road, Underdale, SA 5032
(08) 354 6357, fax (08) 354 6699.
• 1-4 September 1991. National Spe
cial and Law Librarians’ Conference, 
National Convention Centre, Canberra. 
Planning now underway. Contact: Rose
mary Bell, Department of Foreign Af
fairs and Trade Library (06) 261 2965. 
Pat Stone, Defence Information Serv
ices (06) 266 2258.
• 30 September-5 October. ALIA 1st 
Biennial Conference 1990. Perth Con
cert Hall, Perth. Contact: Conference 
Organiser, Promaco Conventions, 9/890 
Canning Hwy, Applecross, WA 6153
(09) 364 8311.

31 May. Seminar in Librarianship and 
Inform ation Science. Speaker: Dr 
Barbara Poston-Anderson. Blockbust
ers: providing information for children. 
UTS, Kuringai Campus, Lindfield —  
small lecture theatre. 1 pm-2.30 pm. 
Contact: Helen Gilkes (02) 413 8336.
• 31 May. School Libraries Section. 
Gwen Gawith workshop. Practical 
display and presentation. NSW Depart
ment of School Education Conference 
Centre, 3a Smalls Road, Ryde. 4.30 
pm-9 pm. $20 ALIA members, $30 non
members (includes dinner). Contact: Niki 
KalSenberger, 66 G eorge S tree t, 
Homebush, NSW 2140 (02) 808 9456 
(W), (02) 76 7889 (H).
• 2 June. School Libraries Section. 
Gwen Gawith workshop. Information 
skills and the missing links: Imagina
tion, motivation and self-esteem. NSW 
Department of School Education Head 
Office Library, Signature Tower, 2-10 
Wentworth Street, Parramatta. 9 am-
3.30 pm. $40 ALIA members, $60 non
members (includes lunch and teas). 
Contact: Niki Kallenberger, 66 George 
Street, Homebush, NSW2140 (02)808 
9456 (W), (02) 76 7889 (H).
• 5 June. Library Technicians Section. 
Committee Meeting. Fisher Library, 
University of Sydney, Common Room,


