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T wo recent functions conducted by
the ACT Branch have highlighted the
importance of library promotion. The
first was a presentation by Tom McKeon
on Award Restructuring for the
Technicians’Section on 10 April. After
Tom had provided background infor-
mation on the philosophy behind the
concept, there was spirited discussion
on how the relevant unions involved in
Commonwealth Government employ-
ment were going to approach the mat-
ter. One option is to incorporate techni-
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cians into the clerical stream: another is
to include them in the professional
grades. One advantage of the former is
that it will facilitate the transfer of
technicians into a clerical/administra-
tive career path, should they so wish.
(The mechanics of this facilitation are
not clear to me. but some people believe
in it fervently).

As the discussion continued,
however, another argument appeared.
This was the complaint that under the
present arrangements, people outside
libraries (and here we were talking about
Government departmental libraries)
were being paid more for comparable
work than those inside libraries. And
there was a strong belief that Award
Restructuring, per se, would fix all this.
It won’t.

The level of classification of staff
in Commonwealth Government depart-
mental libraries (and, | believe, in all
special libraries) is often related to the
degree to which staff in those libraries
have been able to demonstrate the worth
of their services to their bureaucratic
masters. In Canberra departments, there
are good libraries and there are others.
The good ones are characterised by the
regard in which they are held by their
users.

The second Branch function was
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a general meeting held on 19 April to
discuss the concept of continuing ac-
creditation of professional members of
the Association. The speakers canvassed
the topic widely and quite a number of
points were explored in the discussion,
but the one pertinent to library promo-
tion (and following the one referred to
above) is the question of how we can
bring to the attention of the manage-
ment of Government departments that
their libraries could be performing
better?

Clearly, it has to be done, but in
such a manner that it encourages the
existing staff to do better without alien-
ating them. A couple of years ago, lan
McCallum was proposing the concept
of'model libraries’and there have been
visits arranged for politicians to select
examples of ‘good’ libraries, but | be-
lieve that a more targetted approach is
needed to encourage senior managers
to expect more from their departmental
libraries and to be willing to invest the
resources to deliver the better service
which they need.

In the ACT Branch, this matter
has been on the agenda for some time,
with no direct action having been under-
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Food for thought

Dragging a leg of pork through the
sea from the stern of an immigrant ship
to freshen it or cooking and eating the
sole of a camel's foot may not sound
likely fare for librarians today, but South
Australian society and library identities
enjoyed these tales at the re-creation of
an historic dinner within the Victorian
splendour of the Mortlock Library of
South Australiana.

As a prelude to the Adelaide
Festival, and the State Library's exhibi-
tion of menus, ‘Eating Out. a menu
retrospective'.the library hosted a $100
a head Vice Regal dinner which re-
created a Government House menu of
1867. This menu was for a dinner held
in honour of the first royal visitor to
South Australia. Prince Alfred, Duke of
Edinburgh.

Guests needed to go into training
for what turned out to be a 20 course
menu which, while authentic, had had
its sauces lightened a little for 1990's
tastes by guest chef Cheong Liew. By
serving much of the meal on platters
everybody had a chance to taste, if not
eat, it all. The food was glorified by
some very old Barossa wines to tempt
the taste buds at every course. Apart
from the food, guests were entertained
by readings from early immigrants' and
explorers’ journals as well as some
famous Australian writers such as
Norman Lindsay’s The magic pudding
and Thistle Anderson’s Arcadian
Adelaide.

The popularity of the dinner in
Adelaide was overwhelming, and all
116 tickets were sold in 4 days. As an
experience it was a once in a lifetime
event that still has Adelaideans talking.

While the library does not want
to devalue this dinner, the interest it
created in the library suggests that it
would be worthy of a repeat as an open-
ing occasion to future Festivals. With
over 2000 menus to choose from, this
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taken. And in that time there have been
severe cutbacks in many departmental
libraries, and a few threatened clo-
sures, which have been prevented only
by last minute lobbying by members of
the Branch Executive. Clearly this can't
continue, especially with program
budgetting and continuing pressure on
Government spending compelling de-
partmental managers to examine the
value of the services which they are
getting.

will be an exciting pastime for lucky
librarians in the future.

The exhibition itself was a big hit
and attracted many thousands of people,
so much so that its showing was ex-
tended a further month.

The menus had been collected
through a public appeal supported by
food columnists in daily newspapers in
Australia. Librarians Valmai Hankel.
Liz Ho and Zaiga Sudrabs did most of
the work with some help from members
of the Gastronomic Symposium which
was held in Adelaide this year. Anumber
of menus were lent by other libraries in
Australia and the State Library is very
grateful for this support. In the end. 190
menus were chosen to go into the dis-
play of table settings and other food
ideas including some of the original
crockery and silver used at a civic ban-
quet on the occasion of the 1867 royal
visit.

The flavour was history at the Vice Regal
dinner held in the graceful Mortlock
Library.

Only by a concerted effort in
promoting the worth of library services
can we expect that we will be taken
seriously and be able to get on with the
job of providing the best information
services to our organisations. This
concerted effort willbe one ofthe major
priorities for the ACT Branch in the
next couple of years.

16 July 1990

a B%8e Jyr(
Cataloguing:
it s all Greek to...

O ne of the most significant develop-
ments in library services for many years
was launched recently by Technilib. It
is the Greek cooperative catalogue
project, a newly developed program
able to list and describe Greek books in
participating libraries.

The program also provides a
centralised cataloguing service and links
it all to an online computer system
which operates in the Greek language
and not in the more usual transliterated
form. As a result it is now possible to
have a computerised Greek language
catalogue of holdings of Greek books in
libraries throughout Victoria including
the State Library of Victoria. Catalogues
produced from the system are published
on microfiche.

Libraries of different types are
now actively participating in the proj-
ect and new participants are welcome
from anywhere in Australia. This cata-
logue is also available for use by
members of the Technilib network,
which is a cooperative of public
libraries in Victoria.

Doug Savige, Executive Director
of Technilib said that as far as it can be
determined it is also a world first and in
advance of library cataloguing systems
available, even in Greece. 'lt is also a
vital step in providing library services
to Victoria’s ethnic communities,” he
said. ‘Greek was chosen as the focus for
this work because there was a large
Greek-speaking and reading popula-
tion in Melbourne and there were large
holdings of Greek books and other
materials in Victorian libraries. ‘With
the then emerging technologies of data
processing and computer output micro-
fiche there was potential to do this in the
original form.’

It took more than 3 1/2 years of
effort by Technilib to make it possible.
The first stages of the work, began
much earlier in the late 1970s and was
centred around the Carringbush
Regional Library, with great support
from the then Heidelberg Regional
Library. With the close help of the li-
brary computer bureau, Libramatic
Systems, a cooperative working group
put together a batch computer system.
The system enabled the entry of
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