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A u s tra lia n  L ib ra ry  
&  In fo rm a tio n  A sso c ia tio n

Annual General Meeting
The 2nd Annual General Meeting o f  the Australian Library & 

Information Association will be held at the Perth Concert Hall on 
Wednesday, 3 October 1990 at 2.30pm.

Watch InCite 13 for Notices of Motion and full rules of meeting.

The Cancer Help Source book

State Library of 
Queensland 
Foundation Dinner

O v e r  4(X) o f  Q u e e n s la n d ’s to p  c o rp o ­
ra te  e x ec u tiv e s  a tte n d e d  the S ta te  L ib ra ry  
o f  Q u e e n s la n d  F o u n d a tio n ’s a n n u a l fu n d  
ra is in g  d in n e r  a t th e  S h e ra to n  H ote l in 
B risb a n e  on  25 M ay. It w a s  a g a la  b lack  tie 
a ffa ir  w h ic h  re p re se n ted  an  ex tra o rd in a ry  
sh o w  o f  su p p o rt fo r  the  S ta te  L ib ra ry  by  the 
c o rp o ra te  sector.

G u e s ts  p a id  $  135 a  tick e t o r  w ere  sp o n ­
so re d  by  so m e  o f  Q u e e n s la n d ’s b ig g est 
c o m p a n ie s  w h o  p a id  $  1250 e ac h  fo r  th e ir 
o w n  tab les. A s if  th a t sh o w  o f  su p p o rt w as 
n o t e n o u g h , m a n y  o f  th em  la te r in the 
e v e n in g  jo in e d  in sp irited  b id d in g  a t a 
m u c h  p u b lic ised  au c tio n  w h ich  ne tted  m ore  
th an  $ 4 0  0 0 0  fo r  the  S ta te  L ibrary .

P ro m o ted  a s 4 A n  E v en in g  w ith  H enry  
L a w s o n ’ the  e v e n t re ta in ed  its trad itiona l 
lite rary  th em e  (last y e a r  it w a s  ‘B a n jo ’ 
P a te rso n ) an d  g u ests  w h o  p ack ed  the H o te l’s 
h u g e  b a llro o m  q u ick ly  w a rm e d  to  ac to r 
L eo n a rd  T e a le ’s re c ita tio n s  o f  so m e  o f  
L a w s o n ’s best k n o w n  w orks .

E n te rta in m e n t w a s  a lso  p ro v id ed  b y  a 
c o n c e r t o rc h estra , A u s tra lia n  s in g e r and  
e n te r ta in e r  Ja m e s  B lu n d e ll a n d  a  g ro u p  o f  
c h ild ren  fro m  the  f lo o d e d  C h a rle v ille  a rea  
o f  W este rn  Q u e en s lan d .

T h e  in flu en tia l g u e s t list h e ad e d  by the 
G o v e rn o r  o f  Q u e e n s la n d  a n d  P a tro n  o f  the 
S ta te  L ib ra ry  F o u n d a t io n  S ir  W a lte r  
C a m p b e ll a n d  L ad y  C a m p b e ll, a lso  in ­
c lu d e d  the  S ta te  M in is te r  fo r  Ju s tic e  and  
C o rre c tiv e  S e rv ices , G le n  M illin e r M L A  
re p re se n tin g  the  P re m ie r  an d  M in is te r  fo r 
the A rts . O th e rs  a t th e  o ffic ia l tab le  w ere  the 
D ep u ty  L o rd  M a y o r  o f  B risb an e , A ider- 
m a n  Phil D e n m a n , P re s id e n t o f  the S tate  
L ib r a r y  F o u n d a t io n ,  S i r  L le w e l ly n  
E d w a rd s ,  L ib r a r y  B o a rd  C h a i r m a n ,  
M a n fred  C ro ss  an d  S ta te  L ib ra rian , D es 
S tep h en s .

Q u ite  ap a rt fro m  the  fu n d  ra is in g  p o ­
tential the  d in n e r  w a s  o f  e n o rm o u s  pub lic  
re la tio n s va lue . T w e n ty  e ig h t c o m p a n ie s  
sp o n so red  tab les  th is  y e a r — m o st o f  th em  
h a v in g  h ad  n o  p re v io u s  in v o lv e m en t w ith  
the S ta te  L ibrary .

T h e  F o u n d a tio n , lau n c h ed  ju s t  2  years 
ago , is n o w  w ell in s ig h t o f  its initial target 
o f  raisi ng  $2  m i 11 ion fo r the  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  
the S ta te  L ib ra ry  o f  Q u e en s lan d .

Andrew' Swanton 
S ta te  L ib ra ry  o f  Q u e e n s la n d  F o u n d a tio n
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T h e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  N e w  S o u th  W ales 
U n i v e r s i t y  L i b r a r i a n ,  D r  C h r i s t i n e  
H e n d e rso n , h a s  ju s t  se e n  th is bo o k , w h ich  
sh e  c o -a u th o re d  w  ith A n g e la  R a y m o n d , g o  
in to  a  se c o n d  re v ised  ed itio n  o n ly  2 y ears  
a f te r  it w a s  first p u b lish ed .

T h e  b o o k  is an  in v a lu a b le  d irec to ry  o f  
a ss is ta n c e  a v a ilab le  in A u s tra lia  fo r  c a n c e r  
p a tie n ts , th e ir  h e lp e rs , fa m ilie s  a n d  friends. 
It a ro se  o u t o f  D r H e n d e rs o n ’s e x p e rien c e  
in c a rin g  fo r h e r  m o th e r. A lex ia , w h o  w as 
fo u n d  to  h av e  a  fo rm  o f  lung  cancer.

A s  a  p r o f e s s io n a l  l ib r a r ia n  a n d  
a c a d e m ic  u se d  to  in fo rm a tio n -g a th e rin g , 
D r  H e n d e rso n ’s (and  A le x ia ’s) firs tresp o n se  
to  the n e w s  w a s  to  try to  u n d e rs tan d  w hat 
w a s  h a p p e n in g  a n d  to  ‘find  o u t all ab o u t i t’. 
H e r  d iff ic u ltie s  in d o in g  th is  led  h e r  a n d  h e r 
c o -a u th o r  to  c o m p ile  a  su m m a ry  o f  the 
m o re  re ad ily  a ss im ila te d  lite ra tu re  and  
a u d io v isu a l m ate ria l a v a ilab le  to  c a n c e r  
p a tie n ts  a n d  th e ir  f r ien d s . D u rin g  h e r 
e n q u ir ie s , D r H e n d erso n  o b se rv e d  that 
m a n y  p a tie n ts  w e re  n o t ve ry  p o sitiv e  ab o u t 
th e ir  c o n d itio n  an d  th is  m a d e  it h a rd  fo r 
th e ir  d o c to rs . S h e  a d v ise s  p a tien ts  to  take  as 
m u c h  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  fo r  th e ir  c a re  a s  
p o ss ib le .

‘I rea lly  sy m p a th ise  w ith  the  d o c to rs ,’ 
sh e  sa id . ‘C a n c e r  p a tie n ts  are  all d ifferen t, 
a n d  d o c to rs  d e a lin g  w ith  sco res  o f  th em  
h a v e  to  try  to  fig u re  ou t an  ind iv idua l 
a p p ro a c h  w ith  each . T h e y  n eed  g u id an c e  
f ro m  the  p a tie n t to  k n o w  h o w  to  h e lp  th e m .' 
B ut if  a  p a tien t fee ls  to o  ill to  p a rtic ip a te  in 
th e ir o w n  care , th ey  o u g h t to  e n lis t the  aid  
o f  a fam ily  m e m b e r  o f  c lo se  friend  to  help  
th em  w ith  re sea rch  a n d  w ith  a sse rtin g  th e ir 
righ ts .

In a c h a p te r  o n  ‘Y our R ig h ts  as a 
P atien t ’ D r H en d erso n  states that few  people  
w h o  b e c o m e  ill k n o w  they  m u st no t be 
e n te re d  in to  c lin ica l tria ls w ith o u t th e ir

' in fo rm e d  c o n se n t '. M o reo v er, sh o u ld  th ey  
w ish  to  try  o th e r  fo rm s o f  tre a tm e n t, th ey  
a ree n title d  to c o p ie so f th e irm e d ic a l reco rd s 
h e ld  b y  h o sp ita ls .

D e sp e ra tio n  o ften  d riv es  c a n c e r  su ffe r­
e rs  to d e sp e ra te  m e a su re s  o f  d u b io u s  v a lu e  
an d  read e rs  a re  w a rn ed  o f  th is . T h e  d ire c to r  
re fe rs to  the  A n ti-C a n c e r C o u n c il o f  V ic to ­
r ia ’s lib ra ry  o f  th e ra p ie s  ‘w h ic h  h a v e  n o t 
b een  p ro v e n  u n d e r  c lin ica l c o n d it io n s '.  
O n e  h ig h ly  s ig n ifican t o u tc o m e  o f  D r 
H e n d e rs o n ’s re sea rch  in to  p a in  co n tro l w a s  
the in fo rm atio n  th a t pain  tran sm ittin g  n erv es 
c o u ld  be  se v e re d  as an  a lte rn a tiv e  to  a d m in -  
is te rin g  o p io id s . P ro fe sso r  T ess B ro p h y , a 
B risb a n e  su rg e o n , o p e ra te d  o n  A le x ia  
e n a b lin g  h e r  to  re m a in  a lert a n d  c o m m u n i­
ca tiv e  till the  last. D r H e n d erso n  w a s  a lso  
p lea se d  by  the  fac t the  g o o d  d ie t re d u ce s  
w e ig h t lo ss an d  e n su re d  h e r  m o th e r  a lw a y s  
lo o k ed  ‘w e l l ’ th ro u g h o u t h e r  illness. O n e  
c h a p te r  in the  d ire c to r  in c lu d e s  a  lis tin g  o f  
w ritin g s o n  the  p o ss ib le  links b e tw ee n  d ie t 
a n d  cancer. S o la ce  as w ell as tre a tm e n t is 
a n o th e r  p rio rity  fo r  c a n c e r  su ffe re rs  an d  
th e ir  fa m ilie s . S o  the d irec to ry  lists so u rc es  
o f  sp iritua l c o m fo rt a n d  su pport.

D r H e n d erso n  is c o n fid e n t th a t the  
re v ised  d irec to ry  e n c o m p a sse s  m o s t in- 
fo n n a tio n  re lev an t to  the A u s tra lia n  s itu a ­
tion  b u t m u c h  e x p e rien c e  h a s  y e t to  be 
d o c u m e n te d . N o t e n o u g h  h as b een  w ritten  
o f  c h ild  c a n c e r  p a tie n ts , fo r  in s ta n c e . 
L ik e w ise  a  lot m o re  n eed s  to  be w ritten  
a b o u t b re as t c a n c e r  pa tien ts .

D r H e n d erso n  sees the a d v a n c e m e n t 
o f  h u m a n  righ ts a s  basic  to  a lib ra r ia n ’s 
p ro fess io n  in that eq u ality  o f  a cc ess  to 
in fo n n a tio n  is a  p re req u is ite  o f  po litica l 
an d  social ju s tic e . T h e  C a n e  er Help Source 
Book w a s  o n e  w ay  o f  c o m b in in g  p e rso n a l 
w ith  p ro fess io n a l o b lig a tio n s .


