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A w a r d s  f o r  a u d io  
b o o k  p r o d u c e r s

T w o  a w a rd s  fo r  a u d io  b o o k s  a re  
c u rre n tly  in the  new s.

T h e  N a tio n a l A u d io  B o o k -o f-th e -Y e a r 
A w ard  w a s  e s tab lish e d  b y  th e  N a tio n a l 
L ib ra ry  in 1988 in re sp o n se  to  th e  n e e d  fo r  
b e tte r  q u a lity  (i.e ., p ro d u c tio n  q u a lity )  
A u s tra l ia n  a u d io  b o o k s . T h e  N a tio n a l 
L ib ra ry  a lso  w ish e s  to  ra ise  a w a re n e ss  
a m o n g  p u b lish e rs  an d  the  p u b lic  o f  the  
n e e d s  o f  p e o p le  w ith  p rin t d isab ilitie s  fo r  
lite ra tu re  a n d  in fo rm a tio n  read  o n to  tap e  
a n d  h o p e s  to  te m p t p u b lish e rs  to  try  to  m e e t 
th e  n e ed s  o f  th ese  p eo p le . It is an tic ip a te d  
th a t o v e r  1 m illio n  A u s tra lia n s  re ly  on  
c asse tte s  as a  ‘re a d in g ’ m e d iu m  a n d  w ill 
b e n e fit as a  re su lt o f  th is a w ard .

In  A u s tra lia , m o s t a u d io  b o o k s  are  
p r o d u c e d  b y  p r iv a te  b o d ie s  s u c h  a s  
so c ie ties  fo r  b lin d  peo p le . T h e se  b o o k s  a re  
o fte n  o n ly  av a ilab le  fo r  a  frac tio n  o f  p e o p le  
w ith  re ad in g  d isab ilitie s . In re ce n t tim es  
c o m m e rc ia l  p r o d u c e r s  h a v e  m a d e  a  
w e lc o m e  e n try  in to  the a u d io  b o o k  m ark e t. 
M o s t o f  th ese  c o m m e rc ia l p ro d u c tio n s  are, 
h o w e v er, a im e d  at the  g en era l p u b lic  a n d  
d o  no t m e e t the  sp ec ific  n e ed s  o f  th o se  w ith  
re ad in g  d isab ilitie s .

P rin c ip a l L ib ra rian , D isab ility  S e rv ­
ices S e c tio n ,S u sa n n e B ru h n ,s a y s  ‘u s e r s o f  
ta lk in g  b o o k s  are  in te res ted  in a cc ess in g  
th e  sa m e  lite ra tu re , the sa m e  e n te rta in m e n t 
a n d  in fo rm a tio n , as p rin ted  b o o k  read e rs , 
n o t an  a b rid g e d  v e rsio n  w h ic h  o n ly  p ick s

o u t the  h ig h lig h ts . T h e  c h o ic e  o f  the n a rra ­
to r is e x tre m e ly  im p o rta n t, a s  is the so u n d  
q u a lity  a n d  th e  c a re  in w h ich  in stru c tio n s 
fo r  u s in g  th e  tap es, in d ex es, tab le s  o f  c o n ­
ten ts  an d  all o th e r  m a te ria l in c lu d e d  in the 
p rin te d  b o o k  is tran sc rib ed  o n to  th e  tape , 
n o t to  fo rg e t the  m e n tio n in g  o f  the  title  o f  
the  b o o k  b e in g  r e a d ’.

T h e  na tio n a l L ib ra ry  o f  A u s tra lia  has 
recen tly  c a lle d  to r  n o m in a tio n s  fo r  th is 
y e a r ’s n a tio n a l a w ard .

M e a n w h ile , th e  R o y a l B lin d  S o c ie ty  o f  
N S W  h a s  ju s t  a n n o u n c e d  th e  sh o rt list, 
fro m  a  re co rd  67  n o m in a tio n s , fo r  th e  3 M  
T a lk in g  B o o k  o f  th e  Y ear aw ard .

T h e  a w a rd  is re s tr ic te d  to  b o o k s  w h ich  
are  w ritten  b y  A u s tra l ian a u th o rs  o r  h a v e  an 
A u s tra lia n  th em e , a n d  th is y e a r ’s sh o rt list 
is:
Road from Coorain —  Jill K e r  C o n w a y  
Things could he worse —  L illy  B rett 
Spidercup —  M a rio n  H allig an  
Reaching Tin River —  T h e a  A stley  
The great world —  D a v id  M a lo u f  
Mariners are warned!— M a rsd e n  H o rd en

T h e  title s  w h ic h  h av e  no t b e en  re ­
c o rd e d  w ill g o  in to  p ro d u c tio n , b e fo re  final 
ju d g in g  la te r in th e  year, a n d  p re sen ta tio n  
o f  th e  aw ard s .

O f  sp e c ia l in te res t th is y e a r  is th a t 12 
c h ild re n ’s b o o k s  h a v e  b een  n o m in a ted . 
T h e  R o y a l B lin d  S o c ie ty  b e lie v es  it is 
ap p ro p ria te  that a  sp ec  ial and  separa te  aw ard  
re co g n ise s  th e  im p o rta n ce  o f  ta lk in g  b o o k s  
fo r  c h ild ren  w h o  a re  b lin d  o r  v isu a lly  im ­
pa ired .

n
Anita Crotty, fo rm e r ly  M a n a g e r , 

T ech n ica l S e rv ice s , U n iv e rs ity  o f  W estern  
S y d n ey , M a c a r th u r  h as tak e n  u p  th e  p o si­
tio n  o f  A sso c ia te  L ib ra ria n  (C o llec tio n  
S e rv ic e s  a n d  S y s te m s ) , U n iv e rs i ty  o f  
W este rn  S y d n ey , N e p ea n .

Leonie Blair, fo m ie r ly  H ead , In fo rm a ­
tion  R e so u rc e s  C e n tre , U n iv e rs ity  o f  W est­
e rn  S y d n ey , M a c a r th u r  h a s  taken  u p  the 
p o s itio n  o f  A sso c ia te  L ib ra rian  (In fo rm a ­
tio n  S e rv ice s), U n iv e rs ity  o f  T echno logy , 
S y d n ey .

B o th  a p p o in tm e n ts  b e c a m e  e ffec tive  
o n  16 Ju ly  1990.

Jlllie Stevens h as b e e n  a p p o in te d  L i­
b ra ry  S y s te m s  C o n s u l ta n t  fo r  le a d in g  
C D -R O M  su p p lier, A L D IS  P ty  L td .

Ju lie , w h o  p re v io u s ly  w o rk ed  w ith  the 
A u s tra lia n  B u re au  o f  S ta tistics , w ill be 
re sp o n s ib le  fo r  sa les  an d  m ark e tin g  o f  the 
h ig h ly  su c c e ss fu l B u s in e ss  P e rio d ic a ls  
O n d isk  th ro u g h o u t A u s tra lia  and  a lso  U n i­
v e rs ity  M ic ro film s In tern a tio n a l da tabases , 
a s  w ell as o th e r  full tex t p ro d u c ts  as th ey  are 
re leased .

66th Annual ABA Conference and trade fair
F o r  so m e  y e ars  n o w  the  A u s tra lia n  

B o o k se lle rs  A ssoc ia tion  h as p ro v id ed  space  
an d  tim e  a t its an n u al c o n fe re n c e  fo r  the  
A u s t r a l i a n  L ib ra ry  a n d  I n f o r m a t io n  
A sso c ia tio n . A n  A L IA  se ss io n  h as  b een  
h e ld  a t e a c h  co n feren ce : m o st re ce n tly  at 
the  1989 c o n fe re n ce  in S ydney .

T h is  y e a r  th e  6 6 th  A n n u a l  A B A  
C o n fe re n c e  is b e in g  h e ld  a t th e  W orld  
T rad e  C e n tre  in M e lb o u rn e , f ro m  4 -6  
S e p tem b e r. IT ie c o n fe re n ce  is u su a lly  the 
m a jo r  b o o k  trade  ev en t o f  the year, an d  a  
m a jo r  trad e  fa ir is a lso  h e ld  in a sso c ia tio n  
w ith  the co n fe re n ce . T h is  y e a r ’s trad e  fa ir  
is the  b ig g est to  da te , w ith  a  w id e  ran g e  o f  
p u b lish e rs  rep resen ted . It o p e n s  at m id d a y  
o n  the  T u esd ay  o f  the  c o n fe re n c e  an d  at 9  
a m  o n  e ac h  o f  the  o th e r  d ays.

T h e  c o n fe r e n c e  f e a tu r e s  a  3 -d a y  
p ro g ram  w ith  a  p a rticu la r  e m p h a s is  th is  
y e a ro n  inden ting : im p o rtin g  b o o k s  d irec tly  
fro m  o v e rseas; m o st o fT u e s d a y  is d e v o te d  
to  th is  top ic . T h is  is b e ca u se  it is like ly  that 
c h a n g e s  to  the C o p y rig h t A ct la te r th is y e a r  
w ill m ak e  it m u ch  e as ie r  th an  b e fo re  fo r

b o o k se lle rs  to  a cq u ire  stock  d irec t fro m  
o v e rse a s  p u b lish e rs .

T h e  c o n fe re n c e  is b e in g  o rg a n ised  by 
S u e  G ir lin g -B u tc h e r  a t A B A , and  fu rth er 
in fo rm a tio n  can  b e  o b ta in e d  fro m  h e r on
(0 3 ) 3 8 7  5 4 2 2  o r  at P O  B ox  173, N orth  
C a rlto n , V ic  30 5 4 . A L IA  m e m b e rs  w ill be 
ab le  to  a tte n d  the  A B A  C o n fe ren c e  a t the 
A B A  m e m b e r  rate: $ 1 3 5  (day  ra te ), $75 
(h a lfd a y ) ;  $ 3 9 5  fo r  the  3 d ay s, in c lu d in g  
the  A n n u a l D in n e r  a n d  cock tail party .

T h e  A L IA  A c q u is itio n s  S e c tio n  has 
o rg a n ised  a  se m in a r  o n  the  se c o n d  d a y  o f  
the  c o n fe re n ce : fro m  9  am  to  10.30 a m  on 
W ed n esd ay , 5 S ep tem b er. ’H ie s e m in a r  has 
b een  e n title d  I'll Buy Locally When ... A 
p an el o f  lib ra rian s  re p re se n tin g  fo u r  lib rary  
sec to rs— state , a cad em ic , pub lic  a n d  special 
— w ill d isc u ss  th e ir  d ifferin g  p ra c tic e s  and  
v ie w p o in tso n  b u y in g  locally  an d  o v erseas. 
T h e  p ro p o se d  a m e n d m en ts  to the C o p y rig h t 
A c t lire a lso  re lev an t to  th is sess io n , a n d  the 
p an e l w ill in d ica te  w h a t m ig h t m a k e  them  
c h an g e  th e irc u rre n t p rac tice  an d  b u y  locally  
-—  if th ey  d o  n o t a lready .

T h e  p a n e l  in c lu d e s  T rish  S m y th e  
(C a u lf ie ld  C ity  L ib ra ry ), T rev o r W akeley  
( B u r e a u  o f  M e t e o r o l o g y ) ,  I s o ld e  
F o rs tm a n is  (S ta te  L ib ra ry  o f  V ic to ria) and 
Ja n e  K a n d iah  (U n iv e rs ity  o f  M elb o u rn e). 
T w o  b o o k se lle rs  —  Je a n  F e rg u so n  and  
R ich a rd  Y oung  —  w ill m a k e  an  initial 
re sp o n se  to  the p a n e l, b u t w e ex p ec t a  
sp irited  re sp o n se  fro m  b o o k se lle rs  in the 
a u d ie n c e  too.

A B A ,to g e th e rw ith th e A u stra lian  B ook 
P u b lish e rs  A sso c ia tio n  an d  A L IA , m ak es 
u p  th e  A u s tra lian  B o o k  T rad e  C o m m itte e , 
w h ic h  p ro v id es  a  fo ru m  fo r  c o o rd in a tio n  o f  
m a tte rs  o f  c o m m o n  in terest b e tw ee n  the 
th ree  b o o k  trad e  sec to rs , a n d  there  h as now  
b een  a  long an d  fru itfu l co o p era tio n  betw  een 
lib ra rian s, b o o k se lle rs  a n d  p ub lishers .

F o r  in fo rm a tio n  abou t the A L I A session  
a t th e  A B A  C o n fe re n c e , p lease  see  the 
E v e n ts  c o lu m n  in th is issue.

Derek Whitehead 
C h a irm an

A u stra lia n  B o o k  T rad e  C o m m itte e


