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‘B e c o m in g  a  re so u rc e  that o u r  p a ren t 
o rg a n isa tio n  c a n 't  a f fo rd  to  b e  w ith o u t’ 
se e m e d  the  u n d e rly in g  th em e  o f  the  81 st 
S p ec ia l L ib ra rie s  A sso c ia tio n  C o n fe re n c e . 
H e ld  in P ittsb u rg h . P e n n sy lv a n ia , fro m  9 - 
14 Ju n e  the C o n fe re n c e  w o re  the  o ffic ia l 
title  o f  T h e  In fo rm a tio n  P ro fess io n a l: A n  
U n p a ra lle le d  R e so u rc e . In re sp o n se  to  its 
th e m e  m a n y  o f  the  c o n fe re n c e  se ss io n s  
w e re  d e v o te d  to  h e lp in g  th e  lib ra rian  b u ild  
a  u n iq u e  n ich e  in th e ir  p a ren t o rg an isa tio n .

T h e  firs t 2 d a y s  b e g a n  w ith  k e y n o te  
sp e a k e rs  w h o  c o n f irm e d  the  k ey  ro le  o f  the  
lib ra rian  in th e  d e c a d e  ah ead .

Jo h n  N a isb itt.au th o ro fM eg tf/m fcA  an d  
Megatrends 2000 d isc u sse d  h is  v is io n  o f  
the  five  b ig  so c ia l tre n d s  o f  the  90s:

• T h e  re n a issan c e  o f  th e  arts and  

sp iritua lity ;

• the  d e c lin e  o f  the  w e lfa re  s ta te  a n d  
the  n a tio n  sta te  in th e  face  o f  
g ro w in g  e c o n o m ic  reg io n a lism ;

• g lobal e c o n o m ic  b o o m ;

• the e m e rg e n c e  o f  a  n e w  ru ra l 
e co n o m ic  h eartlan d ;

• the in cre as in g  u se  o f  E n g lish  as a 
un iversal lan g u a g e .

H e p ic tu red  a  h e a r te n in g  fu tu re  w h e re  
societal p ro b le m s w ill be d e fu se d  by  in ­
c reased  w ea lth  a n d , im p o rtan tly , b e tte r  u se  
o f  the  ‘w o rld w id e  in fo rm a tio n  g r id '.

O n  the se c o n d  d a y  in fo rm a tio n  g u m  
R ich a rd  W u rm a n  su g g e s te d  th a t th o se  w h o  
learn to  use the in fo rm a tio n  g rid  best w ill 
su cceed  in the  fu tu re . H e c h a llen g e d  li­
b ra rians no t o n ly  to  be  th e  g a te k e e p e rs  to 
in fo n n a tio n b u ta lso to d e v e lo p n e w a n a ly s is  
m eth o d s  an d  to  h e lp  o u r  u sers  a v o id  in ­
fo rm ation  anx iety .

T h ro u g h o u t the  c o n fe re n c e  th ere  w ere  
sessions d e a lin g  w ith  v a rio u s  ‘c o re  to p ic s ' 
that w o u ld  be fa m ilia r  to  lib ra rian s in 
A ustralia :

• T h e  in creas in g  n e ed  to  m ak e t se rv ices 
effec tive ly .

T h is  in c lu d ed  a  s tro n g  e m p h a s is  on  the  
need  to co rrec tly  p o sitio n  lib rary  se rv ices  
w i:h in  the o vera ll ro le  o f  the p a ren t o r ­
gan isation . A  sess io n  fe a tu rin g  the  A p p le  
C o m p u te r and  the  M ic ro so ft c o rp o ra tio n s  
w as p a rticu la rly  usefu l in h ig h lig h tin g  h o w  
these c o m p a n ies  h av e  lib ra ries  th a t h av e  
‘b o u g h t' th em se lv es  a ro le  in all a sp e c ts  o f  
the:r p a ren t o rg a n is a tio n s ' b u sin e ss . T h e y  
have d o n e  so  by  p ro v in g  th a t a lib rary  can  
be a lead er in a d a p tin g  th e  paren t c o m p a ­
ny'-. p ro d u c t to its o w n  uses.

O n e  o f  the m o st in te res tin g  se ss io n s  
w as th e  ‘ M ark e tin g  S w a p  S h o p ’. A tten d e es  
had  b e en  a sk e d  to  su p p ly  ah ea d  o f  tim e  
sa m p le s  o f  p ro m o tio n a l/m a rk e tin g  m a te ri­
a ls th ey  u sed . T h e  resu lt w as a  co lle c tio n  o f  
sa m p le s  o f  h u n d re d s  o f  n ew sle tte rs , b ib li­
o g ra p h ie s . b o o k m ark s , stam p s , p o ste rs , 
m a rk e tin g  p lan s  w h ic h  c o u ld  be  tak en  
h o m e  to  s tu d y  fo r  n ew  ideas.

• A d d in g  value .

A  re cu rre n t s ta te m en t w as the  ‘n e ed  to  
g iv e  y o u r  c lien t m o re '.  M a n y  se ss io n s  
fo c u se d  o n  the tec h n iq u es  u sed  b y  v a rio u s  
lib ra rian s to  ad d  v a lu e  to  in fo rm a tio n , fro m  
in te rp re ta tio n  to  p re sen ta tio n .

• L e a rn in g  to  c o p e  w ith  a n d  co n tro l y o u r
e n v iro n m en t.

P e rh a p s  the  m o st co n tro v e rs ia l se ss io n  
c o n c e rn e d  ‘rig h ts iz in g '. T h e  se ss io n  fo ­
c u se d  o n  e x a m p le s  o f  lib ra ries  th a t h ad  cu t 
o r  re m o u ld ed  serv ices, an d  so m e tim es staff', 
in o rd e r  to  m e e t the e c o n o m ic  d e m a n d  ‘to  
b e  o f  v a lu e ’. T h e  su g g e stio n  w as m a d e  that 
to o  m a n y  lib ra ries  fail to  reassess  th e ir  
se rv ices  re g u la rly  o r  tire a fra id  to  tak e  the  
in itia tive  in m a k in g  cu ts . H o w e v e r  in d o in g  
so  w e  o fte n  c an  w in  n e w  k u d o s  fro m  
m a n a g e m e n t fo r  b e in g  p rac tica l, an d  find  
th a t w e  p ro v id e  a  b e tte r  se rv ice  in th e  en d .

• T h e  in te rn a tio n a lism  o f  in fo rm a tio n

D av e  M c C a u g h a n , w h o  w ro te  th is re ­
po rt, p re se n te d  the  last p a p e r  in a  full d ay  
se m in a r  d e v o te d  to  in te rn atio n al in fo rm a ­
tion . T h e  se ss io n  fo cu sed  o n  the g ro w in g  
u ses fo r  sp ec ia l lib ra ries to  tap  in to  in fo r­
m a tio n  f ro m  all p a rts  o f  the  g lo b e  an d  
h ig h lig h ted  the  p ro b lem  th at in fo rm a tio n  
so u rc es  a re  o ften  un iq ue to  a  c o u n try — the 
lib ra rian  in th e  U S A  c a n n o t ex p ec t to  find  
so u rc es  eq u a l to  th e ir  o w n  in A u s tra lia , 
A u s tria  o r  In d o n e sia . T h e  a tte n d an c e  o f  
so m e  1500  in d ic a te d  the g ro w in g  re a lis a ­
tio n  a m o n g  o u r  U S  c o u n te rp a r ts  th a t 
A m e ric a n  so u rc e s  can  n o  lo n g e r be  c o n ­
sid e red  to  g iv e  a  c o m p le te  p ictu re . T h e  
se ss io n  w a s  se e n  b y  the o rg a n ise rs  as a 
b re a k th ro u g h  in fo c u sin g  o n  the  in su la r  
h is to ry  o f  U S  in fo rm a tio n  so u rc in g .

It sh o u ld  b e  n o ted  tha t th is w as a lso  part 
o f th e S  L A 's a tte m p t to  pu sh  its in te rnational 
charter. M e m b e rs h ip  is b e in g  so u g h t fro m  
specia l lib ra rian s  th ro u g h o u t the w o rld  a n d  
the A sso c ia tio n  h o p e s  to  a ttrac t m o re  p a r­
tic ip a tio n  in its c o n fe re n c e s  a n d  jo u rn a ls  
fro m  n o n -A m e ric a n  m em b e rs .

Dave McCaughan 
M c C a n n  E rick so n  A d v e rtis in g

A u s tra lia n  L ib ra ry  
&  In fo rm a tio n  

A sso c ia tio n

B o a rd  of Education
Election of two members by the 
membership of the Association

Call fo r Nominations
Membership of the Board of 
Education is as follows:
• three professional members 

elected by the Professional 
Committee of General Council;

• seven members, of whom at 
least four must be professional 
members, elected by the 
membership-at-large of the 
Association;

• the President of the Association 
ex o ffic io ;

• the Executive Director as a non­
voting executive member.
(By-law 24)

The terms of office of four members 
of the Board end on 31 December 
1990. Three members are now to be 
elected by the membership of the 
Association to hold office until 31 
December 1993. The Professional 
Committee of General Council will 
elect the fourth member.

Nominations are hereby called for 
the three positions. Nominees must 
be personal financial members of the 
Association, however they need not 
be professional members. 
Nominations shall be:
• in writing;
• signed by two personal financial 

members of the Association;
• countersigned by the nominee;
• accompanied byacurriculum  vitae 

(giving full details of academic and 
professional qualifications) and a 
statement of concerns, each to be 
not more than 100 words.

Nominations close with the Executive 
D irector, Austra lian L ibrary and 
Inform ation Association, P0 Box 
E441, Queen Victoria Terrace, ACT, 
2600. at 5 pm on 3 September 1990.

Board m em bers re tirin g  on 31 
December 1990 are Anne Hazell, 
Christine Henderson, David Jones 
and Fay Nicholson.

Continuing members of the Board 
are Twila Herr, Eric W ainwright, 
Angela Bridgland, Vicki Williamson, 
Jean Bailey and Joyce Kirk.


