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Looking for a job —  Liaise!
T h e  N S W  B ran ch  o f  A L IA  is p leased  

to  a n n o u n ce  th a t its e m p lo y m e n t se rv ice  
h as b een  rev ita lised , re ac tiv a te d  —  and  
re n am ed  . . .  L IA IS E .

T h e  n e w  n a m e  is a  re flec tio n  o f  the 
im p o rtan ce  o f  n e tw o rk in g  w ith in  the library  
a n d  in f o r m a t io n  in d u s t ry ,  a n d  it is  
an tic ip a ted  th a t the  se rv ice  w ill b e co m e  an 
e x te n sio n  o f  th e  e x is tin g  n e tw o rk  w h ich  
so u rc es  in fo rm a tio n , jo b s  an d  peo p le .

T h e  se rv ice , w h ich  p lac es  lib ra rian s, 
lib rary  tec h n ic ian s  an d  o th e r  lib rary  su p 
p o rt w o rk e rs , p re d o m in a n tly  in th e  m etro - 
pol itan area , h as b een  o p e ra tio n a l fo r  a  tiny  
tw o  m o n th s . R eg is tra tio n  is free , b u t on ly  
p erso n al f in an c ia l m e m b e rs  o f  the  A L IA  
can  lodge  ap p lic a tio n s  —  y e t a n o th e r  re a 
son  to  jo in  y o u r  p ro fess io n a l A sso c ia tio n !

T h e  se rv ice  o p e ra te s  a s  a  c o n ta c t se rv 
ice o n ly  . T h e  o n u s  still re m a in s  w ith  the 
e m p lo y e r  to  in te rv iew  a p p lic an ts  pu t fo r
w ard  b y  th e  S e rv ice  C o o rd in a to r.

A n y  e m p lo y e r  c a n  u tilise  the  se rv ice  
fo r  fu ll-tim e , p a rt-tim e , te m p o ra ry  o r  p e r
m an e n t s ta ff  p lacem en t. Full in stitu tiona l 
m e m b e rs  o f  A L IA  rece iv e  th e ir  c o n ta c t 
listing  o f  p o ten tia l e m p lo y e e s  fo r  a  $2 5  
se rv ice  fee, p lu s $2 5  fo r  the  first 5 n a m e s. 
N o n -in stitu tio n a l m e m b e rs  are  c h a rg e d  at 
the rate  o f  a  $ 5 0  se rv ice  fee  a n d  $ 5 0  fo r the  
first 5 n am es.

In fo rm atio n  sh ee ts  an d  a p p lic an t an d  
e m p lo y e r  reg is tra tio n  fo rm s  are  av a ilab le  
f ro m  th e  c o o r d in a to r .  S u e  In n e s  o n  
(02) 2 5 0  0 3 7 6 .

R e m e m b er, w h e th e r  y o u 're  lo o k in g  fo r  
a  jo b  o r  d e sp e ra te ly  in n eed  o f  s ta ff —  
L IA IS E  first.

ALIA S tu d y  G ra n t  
A w a r d s  f o r  1 8 9 1

Applications for the ALIA Study 
Grant Awards for 1991 should 
reachthe Division Support Officer, 

ALIA, P0 Box E441,

Queen Victoria Terrace, ACT 2600 
by 1 September 1990.

Application forms are available 
from the ALIA national office, 
Telephone: (06) 285 1877 o r  
(008)02 0071.

Dear Editor,
I re fe r  to  th e  le tte r fro m  M r A  J G a n s  in 

y o u r  e d itio n  o f  11 Ju n e  1990  c o n ce rn in g  
the  re ce n t te n d e rfo r  lib ra ry  se rv ices a n d  the 
c o m m iss io n  o n  tu rn o v e r  to  be c h a rg e d  
a g a in s t sa les  m a d e  u n d e r tha t co n trac t. M r 
G a n s  a lso  w ro te  to m e  o n  that su b jec t. I 
w o u ld  like to  tak e  the  o p p o rtu n ity , v ia  th is 
p a g e , to  e x p la in  to  y o u r read e rs  the  facts 
re la tin g  to  the  in tro d u c tio n  o f  the c o m m is 
sion .

In 1988 the  G o v e rn m e n t d e c id ed  th a t 
the  D e p a r tm e n t o f  A d m in is tra tiv e  S e rv ice s  
(D A S ) m u s t re c o v e r th e  c o sts  o f  its o p 
e ra tio n s  —  that d e c is io n  is b in d in g  o n  all 
p u b lic  se rv an ts , lib ra rian s an d  P u rc h a sin g  
a n d  S a les  G ro u p  (P S G ) s ta ff  a like. In o rd e r  
to  m ee t th a t re q u ire m e n t, D A S  a p p lie s  a 
sm all c o m m iss io n  o n  tu rn o v e r  to  c o m m o n  
use  c o n tra c ts  a rra n g e d  b y  the  PS G .

S im ila rly , the p u rc h a s in g  ru les  c o n 
c e rn in g  o p e n  a n d  e ffe c tiv e  c o m p e titio n  
a lso  b in d  all p u b lic  se rv an ts . C o m m o n  use 
c o n trac ts , w h ic h  are  e s tab lish e d  in a c c o rd 
a n ce  w ith  th o se  ru les , sa v e  d e p a rtm e n ts  
an d  a g en c ie s  th e  ad m in is tra tiv e  e ffo rt an d  
c o s t in v o lv e d  in a rra n g in g  ten d ers . In the 
a b se n ce  o f  a  c o m m o n  u se  c o n tra c t th o se  
b o d ies  w o u ld  be  re q u ire d  to  g o  th ro u g h  
th o se  p ro c esses  each  tim e  th ey  w a n te d  to  
a cq u ire  g o o d s  a n d  se rv ice s  such  as lib rary  
se rv ices.

M r  G a n s ' v iew s o n  th e  v a lu e  a n d  co st 
o f  the  c o m m o n  use  c o n tra c t ten d e r p ro c ess  
d o  n o t c o in c id e  w ith the  ex p e rien c e  o f  the 
P S G . O v e r  a  long  p e rio d  o f  tim e  P S G  has 
fo u n d  that co n tra c ts  a rra n g e d  fo r  a  f ix ed  
p e rio d , su c h  as 3 y ears , a g g reg a te  d e m a n d , 
re d u ce  th e  c o st o f  the  p u rc h as in g  p ro c ess  
a n d  g iv e  a  c o n tin u ity  o f  supp lier, an d  d e 
m a n d  fo r  tha t supp lier, all o f  w h ich  resu lt in 
sa v in g s  to  th e  C o m m o n w e a lth  an d  the 
in d iv id u a l lib rarian .

P S G isa c lie n t-o r ie n te d  se rv ice  o rg a n i
sa tion . T o  a sse ss  w h e th e r  its in v o lv e m en t 
w ill ad d  v a lu e  to  the  p u rc h as in g  p ro cess , 
p rio r  to  a rra n g in g  a  c o n tra c t P S G  e v a lu a te s  
the  n e ed  fo r that c o n tra c t a n d  the  co sts  
in v o lv e d  in a rra n g in g  a n d  m a in ta in in g  it. 
S h o u ld  the  c o sts  o f  a rra n g in g  a  c o m m o n  
use  c o n tra c t e x c e e d  th e  p o ten tia l b e n e fits  to  
c lien ts , P S G  w o u ld  d e c id e , a f te r  c o n su lta 
tion  w ith  th o se  c lien ts , n o t to  a rra n g e  such  
a  co n trac t. O n c e  in p lace , h o w e v er, P S G  
c o n tin u e s  to  m o n ito r  its c o n tra c ts  to  en su re  
that th ey  fu lfil c lien t needs.

In the  c ase  o f  the  c o n tra c t fo r lib rary  
se rv ices , I a m  sa tis fied  th a t it d o e s  no t

c rea te  an  u n fa ir  im p o sitio n  o n  lib rarians 
n o r in d ee d  o n  th e  n u m e ro u s  su p p lie rs  w no 
re sp o n d e d  to  it. P S G  c o n su lte d  C o m m c n -  
w ea lth  lib ra rian s  ab o u t the c o n tra c t and 
e x p la in e d  the  im p a c t o f  the  n e w  c o m m is
sio n  re q u ire m e n ts  to  th em . D u rin g  the 
p e rio d  fro m  F e b ru a ry  to  M a y  1990  five 
m e e tin g s  w ere  held . T h o se  m e e tin g s  w ere 
a tte n d e d  b y  7 2  lib rarians. W ith  the  ex cep 
tion  o f  o n e , P S G  o b ta in e d  the  su p p o rt o f  all 
th o se  c o n su lte d  b e fo re  in tro d u c in g  the 
co n trac t.

P J Grills 
A ssis tan t G e n e ra l M a n a g e r 

P u rc h a s in g  S erv ices

Dear Editor,
A s a n  a c tiv e  m e m b e r  o f  th e  S chool 

S e c tio n  o f  A L IA  I w rite  to  v o ice  the  con 
c e rn  o f  the  V ic to rian  B ra n ch  a t the  m cny  
an d  c o n tin u in g  m is -s ta te m e n ts  w h ic h  ip -  
p e a r  re g a rd in g  the rev iew  o f  Books and 
beyond an d  its c u rren t re p la ce m en t.

It w a s  as th e  resu lt o f  th e  su b m issio n  
w ritten  by  V ic to ria  (ac tin g  a s  N ational 
S e c tio n )  to  th e  th e n  C o m m o n w e a l th  
S c h o o ls  C o m m iss io n  that a g ra n t w a s  a p 
p ro v e d  fo r  th e  p ro jec t. S in ce  th a t tim e I 
b e lie v e  that b o th  the  N atio n a l S ec tio n  and 
the  v a rio u s  S ta te  S ec tio n s h av e  b e en  treated  
less th an  co u rteo u sly .

A L IA  S ch o o l S ec tio n  o rg a n ised  n u 
m e ro u s  m e e tin g s  an d  v isits  fo r  the  con 
su ltan ts , in v itin g  p a rtic ip a tio n  o f  SLAV. 
W h ile  w e  w e re  a w are  o f  n u m e ro u s  co m 
m u n ic a tio n s  p a ss in g  b e tw ee n  th e  S teering  
C o m m itte e  a n d  o th e r  p a rties  w e  w ere  n o t 
c o n su lte d  fo r inpu t o r  c o n su lta tio n . A: n o  
tim e  d id  w e  re ce iv e  the d ra ft d o cu m en ts  
a lth o u g h  w e w e re  a w are  o f  th e ir  ex istence  
an d  w e re  ab le  to  e x am in e  th em . E v en  now  
a fte r  re lease  o f  the p u b lica tio n  w e  have not 
re c e iv e d  a  copy .

M e m b e rs  o f  o u r  S ec tio n , the  m ajority  
o f  w h o m  are  a lso  S L A V  m e m b e rs , q u es
tion  w h y  d o  w e  c o n tin u e  to  b e  m e m b e 's  o f  
A L IA , to  w o rk  ha rd  fo r  th e  p ro m o tio n  o f  
the  A sso c ia tio n , to  p ro v id e  p ro fessional 
d e v e lo p m e n t o p p o rtu n ities  fo r m em b ers 
w h e n  w e  are  co n tin u a lly  ig n o red  by o u r 
A sso c ia tio n .

T h e re  is little  incen tive  fo r teacher- 
lib ra rian s  to  b e  m e m b e rs o f th e  A ssocia tion  
w h e n  fo r  less th an  o n e  th ird  o f  th e  cost they 
can  jo in  S L A V  a n d  a p p a re n tly  e n jo y  equal, 
if  n o t be tter, s ta tu s fro m  A L IA .

T h is  is p e n n e d  in d irec t resp o n se  to 
D irec t L ine , Vol. 11 N o. 7 (28  M ay ) w here 
it is s ta ted  th a t ‘A L IA  S ch o o l L ibraries 
S e c tio n  w ill b e  c o n tr ib u tin g  to  a  d ra ft b rief 
b e in g  d e v e lo p e d  b y A S L A ’! W h y ?  A re we 
w a n te d  o r n o t?

Pamela Taylor 
President

S ch o o l L ib ra rie s  S ec tio n  (V ic G roup)

.1



ncite 13 August 1990 ^

Childrens' Book Awards continued from  / . . .

n a lity  a n d  a p p ea l a b o u n d  the C h ild re n 's  
B o o k  A w ard s  h av e  b e en  there , s ig n a llin g  
the  best.

R e c o g n is in g  th e  e x p a n s io n  o f  a ll a s 
p e c ts  o f  the  c h ild re n ’s b o o k  w o rld , the 
C h ild re n ’s B o o k  C o u n c il b e g an  a n ew  
p h a s e  o f  a c c o u n ta b ili ty .  T h e i r  a n n u a l 
J u d g e s ' re p o rt e x p a n d e d  to  in c lu d e  g en era l 
c o m m e n ts  o n  the  b o o k s  e n te re d  fo r  the  
a w a rd s  w ith  e x te n d e d  re v ie w s o f  th e  w in 
n in g  and  S h o rt L is te d  titles. N o t o n ly  w ere  
d e c is io n s  m a d e  e x p lic it  b u t su c h  c o m 
m e n ts  ra ised  th e  s ta n d a rd  o f  d e b a te  ab o u t 
q u a lity  c h ild re n ’s b o o k s .

E v en  m o re  im p o rtan tly , the  J u d g e s ’ 
re p o rts  h a v e  b e c o m e  v a lu a b le  d o c u m e n ts  
in th e ir  o w n  righ t. T h e y  p ro v id e  a n  a sse ss 
m e n t  o f  tren d s , d e v e lo p m e n ts  an d  c h a n g e s  
in  d irec tio n ; a n d  e n c o u ra g e  p u b lish e rs  to  
m a in ta in  h ig h  q u a lity  an d  to  id en tify  o v e r
a ll w e a k n e sse s  a n d  g a p s  in p u b lish in g  fo r 
c h ild ren .

S o  fa r the aw-ards h a v e  b e en  p re sen te d  
a s  h a v in g  a  m a jo r  im p a c t o n  th e  c rea to rs , 
p u b lish e rs , b o o k se lle rs , th o se  w h o  w o rk  
w ith  c h ild ren  a n d  th e  c h ild ren  th em se lv es , 
b u t the  im p a c t o f  th ese  a w a rd s  trav e ls  
fa r th e r  afie ld . W in n in g  an  a w a rd  in cre ases  
th e  lik e lih o o d  o f  b e in g  se lec ted  fo r  a  fo r
e ig n  ed ition .

O th e r  b o n u se s  a tta ch e d  to  th e  a w ard s  
in c lu d e  th e  in creased  p o ss ib ility  o f  re c e iv 
ing  a  L ite ra tu re  B o a rd  g ra n t to  su b s id ise  
w ritin g  an d  larger re tu rn s  fro m  th e  P u b lic  
L e n d in g  R ig h t p ro g ra m  as a w a rd  w in n e rs  
m a k e  th e ir  w ay  to  p u b lic  lib ra ry  c o lle c 
tions. T h e re  c an  b e  n o  d o u b t a b o u t the 
im p a c t o f  the  C h ild re n ’s B o o k  A w ard s . Ju s t 
h o w  im p o rtan t th ese  a w a rd s  are  c a n  be 
su m m e d  in a  s in g le  w o rd , very.

Dr Belle Alderman 
U n iv e rs ity  o f  C a n b e rra
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The VALA Award, now made 
biennially, is presented to the 
Australian library’ or informa
tion centre judged to have 
made the most innovative use 
of currently available computer 
technology during the previous 
two years.
Nominations are now invited 
for the 1990 Award for systems 
in sta lled  betw een January 
1988 and D ecem ber 1989  
inclusive.
.All libraries and information 
centres in Australia are eligible 
for nomination by staff, users 
or other interested persons.
G u id e l in es  a n d  n o m in a t io n  
forms can be obtained from: 

The Se cretarx 
VAIA

GPO Box 2342V 
MELBOURNE VIC 3001

Nominations close 12th Octo
ber, 1990.
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M on ash  In fo r m a t io n  S erv ice  (MONINFO)
HYPERTEXT FOR LIBRARIANS

S H O R T  C O U R S E
M onash  U niversity , 2 0 - 2 1  Sep t 1990

Hypertext is a powerful new technology with the potential to revolu
tionise the effectiveness of library guidance systems, reader education 
and information managem ent. This intensive two day short course with 
hands-on experience gives librarians the skills needed to take full advan
tage of this technology.
Objective: To introduce the basic concepts of hypertext using the

HyperCard system and to encourage the use of hypertext 
for library purposes.

O utcom es: At the end of the course participants should be able to,
* use HyperCard as an inform ation organiser and for 

the managem ent of personal inform ation
* develop simple library guidance or CAI systems
* utilise HyperCard for reader education purposes 

Course Leader: Mr Edward Lim (Monash University Librarian) is experi
enced in the use of hypertext for library purposes. He 
has lectured on the use of m icrocomputers in libraries 
and conducted courses on database m anagem ent and 
inform ation retrieval using software such as INMAGIC 
and CD/1SIS.

Cost: $300.00 (by 14th Sept) includes refreshments, lunch and materials.
Send registration form to: Mr Leigh Oldmeadow

Monash Information Service 
W ellington Road 
Clayton VIC 3168

Enquiries: (0.3) 565 2690, Fax (03) 565 2610

REGISTRATION FORM
NAME: ...................................................................................................................

INSTITUTION: ......................................................................................................

ADDRESS: .............................................................................................................

.............................................................................  POSTCODE:........................

TELEPHONE: .............................................  F ax :...............................................

I enclose a cheque (payable to Monash Information Service) for

$ ........................  in paym ent of .................  participants.

S ignature:.....................................................................  Date: ........................
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UNIVERSITY OF NEW SOUTH WALES & 
ALLA

S p e n d  a d a y  w ith

Don King & Jose-M ade Griffiths

24  Septem ber 1990 

D I S C U S S I N G

Education for information 
services management in 

the nineties
Don and Jose-Marie will address questions on qualitv 
and value in education and on markets for education 

programs and their graduates;

Australian professors and practitioners will comment on 
the keynote addresses;

A N D

there’ll be lots of scope for audience participation. 

Fee: $75
Bookings/inquiries: Dr Patricia Willard (02) 697 3445
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