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A new INMAGIC
T ria d  D a ta  M a g ic  P ty  L td  a n n o u n c e  th e  
re le a s e  o f  IN M A G IC  7 .2 . T h is  r e le a s e  o f  
th e  p o p u la r  ‘te x tb a s e ’ in fo rm a tio n  m a n 
a g e m e n t so ftw a re  in c o rp o ra te s  m a n y  o f  
th e  su g g e s tio n s  m a d e  in re sp o n se  to  a 
q u e s tio n n a ire  se n t to  se v e ra l th o u sa n d  
u se rs  w o rld w id e  e a r ly  in 1989.

T h is  n ew  v e rs io n  o f  IN M A G IC  is 
c o m p le te ly  c o m p a tib le  w ith  a ll p re v i
o u s ly  c re a te d  IN M A G IC  d a ta b a s e s  a n d  
fo rm a ts ,  but p ro v id e s  m a n y  n e w  fe a tu re s  
to  m a k e  se a rc h in g  e a s ie r  an d  to  sp e e d  up 
d a ta  e n try  a n d  e d itin g .

T h ese  n ew  fe a tu re s  in c lu d e :
• e a s ie r  v ie w in g  —  d isp la y s  o f  se a rc h  

re su lts  can  b e  sc ro lle d  b a c k w a rd  an d  
fo rw a rd  and  se le c te d  re c o rd s  c a n  be 
o m itte d  fro m  se a rc h  re su lts  b e fo re  p r in t 
in g  o r  m o d if ic a tio n ;

• e a s ie r  u p d a tin g  —  re c o rd s  r e tr ie v e d  in 
a n y  se a rc h  c an  be e d ite d  im m e d ia te ly , 
e i th e r  s in g ly  o r  as a g ro u p ;

• re c o rd  n u m b e rs  can  b e  a llo c a te d  a u to 
m a tic a lly  d u r in g  b o th  in d iv id u a l d a ta  
e n try  and  b a tc h  lo ad in g ;

• in d iv id u a l f ie ld s  c an  be a d d e d , re p la c e d , 
d e le te d ,  m o d if ie d  o r  m e rg e d  d u r in g  
b a tc h  lo ad in g ;

• ‘d e f a u l t ’ d a ta  c an  be in se r te d  a u to m a ti 
c a lly  in all re c o rd s  as th ey  a re  c re a te d ;

• c a lc u la tio n s  o n  d a te s  can  be  p e r fo rm e d  
—  a u se fu l fe a tu re  fo r  l ib ra r ie s .

T h ese  an d  m a n y  m o re  n e w  fe a tu re s  
m a k e  IN M A G IC  e v e n  m o re  p o w e rfu l  
a n d  ‘u se r  f r ie n d ly ’.

C u rre n t u se rs , o f  w h ic h  th e re  a re  
o v e r  1000 in A u s tra l ia ,  can  h a v e  th e ir  
so f tw a re  u p g ra d e d  fo r  a fee. N e w  c o p y  
p r ic e s  o f  IN M A G IC  w ill re m a in  th e  sa m e .

F o r  m ore  in fo rm a tio n  c o n ta c t:  T r ia d  
D a ta  M ag ic  P ty  L td , 8 3 -8 5  P a lm e rs to n  
C re sc e n t,  S o u th  M e lb o u rn e  V ic  3 2 0 5 . 
te le p h o n e  (0 3 ) 6 9 6  4 8 6 6 , o r  fa c s im ile  
(0 3 ) 6 9 6  48 6 9 .

Hong Kong library 
conference
T h e  H o n g  K o n g  L ib ra ry  A s s o c ia t io n  w ill 
h o ld  its  a n n u a l c o n fe re n c e  in N o v e m b e r  
th is  y e a r , w ith  th e  th e m e  Managing now, 
fact or fiction.

K e \n o te  sp e a k e rs  in c lu d e  o u r  o w n  
P a tr ic ia  L ay ze ll W a rd , fro m  th e  C u rtin  
U n iv e rs ity  o f  T e c h n o lo g y . S o m e  in fo r 
m a tio n  and th e  C a ll fo r  P a p e rs  a re  a v a i l 
a b le  fro m  the  A L IA  o ff ic e , o r  c o n ta c t  
A g a th a  S it, H K L A . P O  B o x  1 0 0 9 5 , G P O , 
H o n g  K ong .

A  n e w  so f tw a re  p a c k a g e  w ill so o n  e n a b le  
th e  U n le y  C ity  C o u n c il  to  d isp la y  p ro p 
e rty  tre n d s  a n d  s ta tis t ic a l  in fo rm a tio n  as 
m u lt i- la y e re d  m a p s  sh o w in g  c h a ra c te r is 
tic s  o f  lan d  use  a n d  o th e r  fe a tu re s  o f  
a c tiv it ie s  w ith in  th e  C o u n c il  a rea .

T h e  n e w  sy s te m  w ill a s s is t  in b o th  
a c c u ra c y  a n d  u se fu ln e s s  b y  c o m b in in g  
p ic tu re s  a n d  tra d it io n a l  p ro p e r ty  d a ta  su ch  
a s  z o n e , la n d  u se , o w n e rs  e t c e te ra , th u s  
m in im is in g  th e  r isk  o f  p u b lic ly  is su in g  
in c o rre c t  d a ta . It re c o g n is e s  th a t a p ic tu re  
is w o rth  a  th o u sa n d  w o rd s !

U n le y  b e lie v e s  m a p p in g  sh o u ld  be  a 
C o rp o ra te  fo c u s  a n d  a v a ila b le  fo r  u se  by  
all D e p a r tm e n ts  fo r  a c c e s s  to  an d  a n a ly s is

Rare book fair
M il l io n s  o f  d o l la r s  w o r th  o f  b o o k s ,  
m a n u s c r ip t s ,  p h o to g r a p h s ,  m a p s  a n d  
p r in ts  p r ic e d  fro m  $ 1 0  to  $ 5 0  0 0 0  g o  on 
sa le  in M e lb o u rn e  in S e p te m b e r  a t th e  
A n tiq u a r ia n  B o o k  F a ir. O n e  U S  d e a le r  
w ill be o ffe r in g  a c h a n c e  a t th e  firs t  b o o k  
e v e r  p r in te d , o r  a t lea s t p a rt o f  it —  a 
s in g le  le a f  fro m  th e  G u te n b e rg  B ib le . 
T h e  a sk in g  p rice  —  a ro u n d  $ 2 0  0 0 0 . A 
b o o k le t o n  N e d  K e lly , w h ic h  so ld  fo r 
s ix p e n c e  in 1881, is u p  fo r  sa le  at $ 1250. 
C ric k e t e n th u s ia s ts  c a n  p ick  up  a c o m 
p le te  se t o f  W is d e n ’s C r ic k e te r s ’ A lm a 
nac  fo r  $ 4 0  0 0 0 .

T h e  A n tiq u a r ia n  B o o k  F a ir  o p e n s  
o n  21 S e p te m b e r  at M e lb o u rn e ’s S o u th 
e rn  C ro ss  H o te l a n d  ru n s  fo r  3 d ay s . 
A b o u t 25  d e a le rs  f ro m  A u s tra l ia ,  N e w  
Z e a la n d  a n d  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  w ill e x 
h ib it.

F u r th e r  in fo rm a tio n  c a n  be o b ta in e d  
d ire c tly  f ro m  P e te r  A rn o ld  P ty  L td  on 
(0 3 ) 5 2 9  2 9 3 3 .

T h e  P u b lic  L ib ra r ie s  D iv is io n  o f  th e  S ta te  
L ib ra ry  o f  Q u e e n s la n d  w ill h o st a c o n fe r 
e n c e , Claiming a Place, Public Library 
Services for Young People. T h e  c o n fe r 
e n c e  is to  ta k e  p la c e  29-31  O c to b e r  1990 
in the  S ta te  L ib ra ry  o n  B r is b a n e ’s S o u th  
B a n k .

T h e  p ro g ra m , to  b e  o p e n e d  b y  P o is in  
G o s s , w ife  o f  Q u e e n s la n d ’s P re m ie r ,  
c la im s  a p la c e  in l ib ra r ie s  fo r  s e rv ic e s  to  
y o u n g  p e o p le . It c o n c e n tra te s  o n  tw o  
issu e s  o f  c u rre n t  n a tio n a l  s ig n if ic a n c e :  
A b o r ig in e s  a n d  Is la n d e rs  in b o o k s  fo r  
c h ild re n  a n d  s e rv ic e  to  te e n a g e rs .

N o ta b le  sp e a k e rs  in c lu d e  M a rg a re t  
D u n k le  on  'Children, Libraries, Books' , 
M a u re e n  W a tso n  o n  'Writing and story
telling from the Aboriginal perspective' , 
F r a n k  W i l l m o t t  o n  'Writing for  
teenagers’, a n d  B a rb a ra  K e r  W ilso n  on 
‘Editingfor the Young Adult List'. P a tr ic ia  
W rig h tso n  h as  a lso  a g re e d  to  p a r tic ip a te  
in a n  in fo rm a l  q u e s t io n  a n d  a n s w e r  
se ss io n .

o f  p ro p e r ty  d a ta . In a d d it io n , C o u n c il 
re c o g n is e s  th e  im p ro v e d  s ta f f  p ro d u c tiv 
ity  th a t w ill a r is e  f ro m  th e  u se  o f  m a p p in g  
to  s im p lify  th e  m a in te n a n c e  o f  th is  da ta .

U n le y ’s a p p ro a c h  d if fe r s  f ro m  that 
o f  th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  o rg a n is a t io n s  w h ic h  
h a v e  fo c u se d  so le ly  on  th e  te c h n ic a l  a s
p e c ts  o f  s to r in g  an d  re tr ie v in g  m a p s . T he 
n e w  m a p p in g  c a p a b il i ty  is c o n s id e re d  to 
b e  an im p o rta n t s te p  in a s s e s s in g  fu tu re  
in fo rm a tio n  d ire c tio n s  fo r  th e  C o u n c il.

T h e  m a p p in g  s o f tw a r e  s y s te m , 
c a lle d  G E O D IS , w a s  d e v e lo p e d  b y  In fo  
M a s te r  A u s tra l ia  to  run  on  I B M ’s new  
R IS C  S y s te m /6 0 0 0  c o m p u te r .

S to w e  C o m p u tin g  A u s t r a l ia  h as 
w o rk e d  w ith  th e  C o u n c il  to  d e v e lo p  the 
n e c e s sa ry  so f tw a re  in te r fa c e s  b e tw e e n  
th e ir  IB M  A S /4 0 0  a n d  th e  w o rk  s ta tio n s .

T h e  b e n e f i t s  to  th e  U n le y  C ity  
C o u n c il a re  n u m e ro u s . T h e  sy s te m  sh o u ld  
re su lt  in c o n s id e ra b le  s a v in g s  in s ta ff  
t im e  a n d  im p ro v e  th e  sh a r in g  a n d  co n tro l 
o f  d a ta  a c ro ss  th e  o rg a n is a tio n .

Call for 
Nominations: 
1990 Robert D 

Williamson Award
T h e  W ill ia m so n  A w ard  c o m m e m o ra te s  
B o b ’s c o n tr ib u tio n  to  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  
in fo rm a tio n  s c ie n c e  in A u s tra l ia  b y  re c 
o g n is in g  a n d  e n c o u ra g in g  s im ila r  c o n tr i
b u tio n s .

N o m in a tio n s  fo r th e  19 9 0  A w ard  
a re  n o w  o p e n  u n til 3 0  S e p te m b e r .

I f  y o u  k n o w  o f  a  d e s e rv in g  c a n d i
d a te , p le a se  ca ll lan  M c C a llu m . A w ard  
C o m m itte e  C h a irm a n , o n  (0 6 ) 2 4 8  8 488 .

S u p p o r t in g  e x p e r ts  w il l  p ro v id e  
in fo rm a tiv e  s e s s io n s  o n  th e  p ro v is io n  o f  
Y o u n g  A d u l t  S e r v i c e s ,  e d u c a t i o n  
so f tw a re  in th e  p u b lic  l ib ra ry , c h a n g e s  in 
th e  te a c h in g  o f  r e a d in g  a n d  th e  ju d g in g  o f  
c h i ld r e n ’s b o o k s . Jo h n  S h ie ld  o f  A sh to n  
S c h o la s tic ,  w h o  h a v e  p ro v id e d  su p p o rt 
b y  w a y  o f  so m e  sp o n s o rsh ip , w ill sp eak  
on  th e  p ro m o tio n  o f  r e a d in g  a n d  th e  
A sh to n  S c h o la s tic  B o o k  C lu b .

E n te r ta in m e n t  o f fe re d  in c lu d e s  a 
T o r r e s  S t r a i t  I s l a n d e r  d a n c e  t r o u p e  
p e r fo rm in g  at an  in fo rm a l d in n e r  an d  
s to ry te l le rs  f ro m  th e  B r isb a n e  B ran ch  o f  
th e  S to ry te l le r s  G u ild . D isp la y s  fea tu re  
b o o k s e l le r s  a n d  p u b l is h e r s ,  th e  la te st 
ra n g e  o f  in te ra c tiv e  s o f tw a re , c h ild r e n ’s 
lib ra ry  fu rn itu re  an d  to y s  a n d  g a m e s.

T h e  c o n fe re n c e  h a s  a lre a d y  a ttrac ted  
c o n s id e ra b le  in te re s t f ro m  lib ra r ia n s  in 
A u s tra l ia  a n d  N e w  Z e a la n d . In fo rm a tio n  
c a n  b e  o b ta in e d  f ro m  J a n e t  W o rd e n , 
P u b lic  L ib ra r ie s  D iv is io n  (0 7 )  3 5 8  458 8  
o r (0 0 8 )  01 7 1 1 4 .

Claiming a place for young people
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External studies
M o n a sh  U n iv e rs i ty  D e g re e s  an d  G ra d u 
a te  D ip lo m a  in S c h o o l L ib ra r ia n s h ip  a re  
n o w  a v a ila b le  b y  e x te rn a l s tu d ie s  th ro u g h  
ithe S c h o o l o f  E d u c a tio n , M o n a sh  U n i- 
-versity  C o lle g e  G ip p s la n d .

A ll a w a rd s  are  fu lly  r e c o g n is e d  by 
th e  A u s tra l ia n  L ib ra ry  an d  In fo rm a tio n  
A s s o c ia t io n  a s  p ro fe s s io n a l l ib ra r ia n sh ip  
q u a li f ic a tio n .  F o r  fu r th e r  in fo rm a tio n  and  
a p p lic a t io n  fo rm s  c o n ta c t:  T h e  R e g is tra r ,  
M o n a s h  U n iv e rs i ty  C o lle g e  G ip p s la n d , 
S w itc h b a c k  R o a d , C h u rc h il l ,  V ic  3 8 4 2 , 
te le p h o n e  (0 5 1 )  2 2  0 2 8 7 .

Marketing
publications
T h e  A u s tra l ia n  L ib ra ry  P u b lish e rs  S o c i
e ty  (A L P S )  is a n  a s s o c ia t io n  o f  2 9  
m e m b e rs ,  m o s tly  lib ra r ie s , w ith  a c o m 
m e rc ia l  p u b l is h in g  p ro g ra m , w h o  a re  
c o o p e ra tin g  to  m a rk e t th e ir  p u b lic a tio n s . 
It h as e x h ib ite d  at th e  1988 IF L A /L A A  
C o n fe re n c e  a n d  at th e  1989  N a tio n a l  
R e fe re n c e  L ib ra r ia n s  C o n fe re n c e .

A L P S  is n o w  p re p a r in g  an  e x h ib i 
t io n  fo r  th e  1 990  A L IA  C o n fe re n c e  in 
P e r th , an d  e x a m in in g  w a y s  o f  m a rk e tin g  
its  p u b lic a tio n s  o v e rse a s .

I f  y o u r  lib ra ry  h as  a p u b l is h in g  
p ro g ra m  y o u  a re  in v ite d  to  jo in  A L P S . 
T h e  m e m b e rs h ip  jo in in g  fee  is $ 100, an d  
th e  c o s t fo r  e a c h  e n try  in its s e c o n d  c a ta 
lo g u e  w ill be a b o u t $ 10 p e r  e n try . It w ill 
a ls o  be p o s s ib le  to  h a v e  c o p ie s  o f  y o u r  
p u b l ic a tio n s  fo r  d isp la y  at its  s ta n d  at th e  
1990  A L IA  C o n fe re n c e  in P e rth .

P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  th e  C o n v e n e r  
im m e d ia te ly  to  p a r tic ip a te , o r  if  y o u  w o u ld  
lik e  a c o p y  o f  th e  1988 c a ta lo g u e :  R a y  
C h o a te , C o n v e n e r , B a rr  S m ith  L ib ra ry , 
U n iv e rs i ty  o f  A d e la id e , G P O  B o x  4 9 8 , 
A d e la id e , S A  5 0 0 1 , fax  (0 8 )  2 3 2  3 6 8 9 .

The Historic 
Records Register 
...at your local 
library?
T h e  A u s tra l ia n  H is to r ic  R e c o rd s  R e g is 
te r  lis ts  m o re  th a n  3 5 0 0  C o lle c tio n s  o f  
p a p e r -b a se d  d o c u m e n ts  h e ld  by  in d iv id u 
a ls , fa m ilie s  o r  o rg a n is a tio n s . T h e se  ra n g e  
f ro m  d ia r ie s  w r it te n  en  ro u te  to  A u s tra l ia  
to  le tte rs  fro m  th e  V ie tn a m  W a r, re c ip e  
b o o k s ,  n e w s p a p e r s ,  p h o to g r a p h s  a n d  
a lm o s t e v e ry th in g  e lse  im a g in a b le .

M o re  th an  1000  lib ra r ie s  a ro u n d  th e  
c o u n try  h a v e  re c e iv e d  m ic ro f ic h e s  o f  th e  
o rig in a l R e g is te r ,  w h ic h  is h e ld  in  th e  
N a tio n a l L ib ra ry . T h e  R e g is te r  b e g a n  as 
a B ic e n te n n ia l  p ro je c t  in 1987 , w h e n  
f ie ld  o ff ic e rs  sc o u re d  the  n a tio n  to  a s s e s s  
th e  h is to ric  w o rth  o f  d o c u m e n ts  s to re d  in 
b o x e s , b a rn s  o r  u n d e r  h o u se s . It is a 
fa sc in a tin g  su m m a ry  o f  w h o  w e  are  —  an  
in s tan t in d ex  to  o u r  c u ltu ra l h e r ita g e .

New Librarians’ 
group
A  n e w  l ib r a r ia n s ’ g ro u p , L ib ra r ia n s  o f  
D is ta n c e  E d u c a tio n  C e n tre s  (L D E C ), w a s  
fo rm e d  at a m e e tin g  in S y d n e y  in Ju n e , 
a t te n d e d  by  re p re se n ta tiv e s  o f  th e  l ib ra r 
ies  o f  a ll e ig h t o f  A u s tr a l ia ’s d is ta n c e  
e d u c a tio n  c e n tre s  (D E C s) .

A t its in a u g u ra l m e e tin g , the  m e m 
b e rs  o f  L D E C  a g re e d  to  in itia te  a  n u m b e r  
o f  p ro je c ts ,  in c lu d in g  th e  re v is io n  o f  th e  
d o c u m e n t  Guidelines for library services 
to external students in th e  lig h t o f  th e  
c h a n g in g  e n v iro n m e n t o f  h ig h e r  e d u c a 
tio n ; th e  id e n tif ic a tio n  o f  p r io r ity  a re a s  
fo r  re se a rc h ;  an d  th e  u p d a tin g  o f  Library 
services for external students: a guide.

L D E C  w ill h o ld  a 2 -d a y  m e e tin g  o f  
D E C  lib ra r ia n s  a n d  o f f -c a m p u s  lib ra r i
an s  in D e c e m b e r  at D e a k in  U n iv e rs ity .

T h e  o ff ic e rs  o f  L D E C  u n til th e  D e 
c e m b e r  m e e tin g  a re : C h a irp e rso n  -  J u 
d ith  E d w a rd s  (C o lle g e  L ib ra r ia n  o f  th e  
U n iv e rs i ty  C o lle g e  o f  C e n tra l Q u e e n s 
la n d ) an d  S e c re ta ry  -  J o h n  Y o c k lu n n  
(C h ie f  L ib ra r ia n  o f  th e  M o n a sh  U n iv e r 
s ity  C o lle g e  G ip p s la n d ) .

F o r  fu r th e r  in fo rm a t io n  c o n ta c t :  
J o h n  Y o c k lu n n ,  M o n a s h  U n iv e r s i ty  
C o lle g e  G ip p s la n d , C h u rc h il l ,  V ic  3 8 4 2 , 
te le p h o n e  (0 5 1 ) 2 2  0 4 2 0 , o r  fa c s im ile  
(0 5 1 )  2 2  3 1 4 7 .

Reminder of 
Call for 

Nominations: 
1991 Division 

Elections
N o m in a tio n s  fo r  th e  p o s it io n s  o n  th e  
A s so c ia t io n ’s D iv is io n a l C o m m itte e s  
fo r  1991 sh o u ld  be sen t to:

T h e  E x e c u tiv e  D ire c to r , A u s 
tra lia n  L ib ra ry  a n d  In fo rm a tio n  A s 
s o c ia t io n ,  P O  B o x  E 4 4 l ,  Q u e e n  
V  ic to ria  T e r ra c e , A C T  2 6 0 0  (o r  o th e r  
re tu rn in g  o f f ic e r  as l is te d  in th e  in 
se rt inCite 13 A u g u s t 1990), n o  la te r  
th an  F rid a y , 7 S e p te m b e r  1990.

•  L a te  e n tr ie s :

• I n f o r m a t io n  S c ie n c e  S e c t io n ,  
N S W  G ro u p : P residen t, S ec re tary , 
T reasu re r, C o m m ittee  m em b ers (4).

• C a ta l o g u e r s  S e c t io n ,  N S W  
G ro u p : P re s id e n t, V ic e -P re s id e n t, 
S e c re ta ry ,  T re a s u re r ,  C o m m it te e  
m em b ers (6).

• S c h o o l L ib ra r ie s  S e c tio n , W A
G r o u p :  P r e s id e n t ,  S e c r e t a r y ,
T reasu re r, C o m m ittee  m em b ers (12).

A U STR A LIA N  LIB R A R Y &  
IN FO R M A TIO N  ASSO CIATIO N

E le c t io n  o f V ic e -P r e s id e n t  1 9 9 0
(President-elect 1991)

Call for Nominations
In 1986, the General Council of the then Library Association of Australia resolved to 
changethe composition of the Executive Committeefrom President, immediate Past- 
President, Vice-President, General Secretary, General Treasurer and Chairman of the 
Board of Education to President, Immediate Past-President, Vice-President and two 
members of the Council elected by the General Council to the Executive Committee.

The positions of General Treasurer and General Secretary are thus being abolished. 
This will be completed when revised By-laws are approved by the Governor-General. 
In the interim, these positions are being filled by the two members of Council elected 
to the Executive Committee.

In accordance with Division F Regulations, nominationsare nowcalledforthe position 
of Vice-President 1991 (President-elect 1992). Nominees must be personal financial 
members of the Association. Candidates and nominators should read the relevant 
regulations carefully. Please note that nominations must be:
• in writing
• signed by two financial members of ALIA
• accompanied by the written consent of the nominee, who shall supply a current 

curriculum vitae and a statement of professional concerns (each of no more 
than 100 words).

Nominations must reach the Executive Director, P0 Box E441, Queen Victoria Terrace, 
ACT 2600 by 5 pm on 3 September 1990.



inc ite  27 August 1990

Review of the 
Eighth CONSAL 
Congress 
(Congress of 
Southeast Asian 
Librarians)
A u s tra l ia  h ad  16 p a r tic ip a n ts  a t C O N S A L  
(C o n g re s s  o f  S o u th e a s t A s ia n  L ib ra r ia n s )  
h e ld  in J a k a r ta  fro m  11-14 Ju n e : fo u r  
f ro m  th e  N a tio n a l L ib ra ry  o f  A u s tra l ia ,  
le d  b y  th e  D ir e c to r -G e n e ra l ,  W a rre n  
H o rto n ; C o lin  S te e le  fro m  th e  A u s tra l ia n  
N a t io n a l  U n iv e r s i ty  L ib ra ry ;  s e v e ra l  
i n v o lv e d  w ith  ID P  —  I n t e r n a t io n a l  
D e v e lo p m e n t P ro g ra m  —  n o ta b ly  B ill 
L in k l a te r ,  th e  H e a d  o f  th e  L ib r a r y  
P ro g ra m , an d  B ro n w e n  S o ly o m  c u rre n tly  
b a se d  in Ja k a rta . O th e rs  in c lu d e d  tw o  
fro m  th e  N o rth e rn  T e rr ito ry  U n iv e rs ity  
a n d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  th e  l e a d in g  
S o u th e a s t  A s ia n  c o lle c tin g  in s t itu t io n s  in 
A u s tra l ia .  P a p e rs  w e re  g iv e n  by  C o lin  
S te e le  an d  W a rre n  H o rto n  ( fo r  D r Jan  
L y a ll o f  th e  N a tio n a l L ib ra ry ) .

T h e  th e m e  o f  th e  c o n fe re n c e  w as 
N e w  C h a lle n g e s  in L ib ra ry  S e rv ic e s  in 
th e  D e v e lo p in g  W o rld . O v e r  7 0 0  a tte n d ed , 
a b o u t 5 5 0  o f  th e m  fro m  In d o n e s ia . T h e  
la rg e s t o v e rse a s  c o n tin g e n ts  c a m e  fro m  
A u s tra l ia ,  M a la y s ia , S in g a p o re  a n d  T h a i 
la n d , w ith  a b o u t n in e  re g is tra n ts  f ro m  the 
U S  a n d  fiv e  fro m  E u ro p e .

T h e  a tte n d a n c e  by  so  m a n y  In d o n e 
s ia n s  w ill u n d o u b te d ly  g iv e  th e m  an 
o p p o r tu n ity  to  g a u g e  th e  g a p s  in th e ir  
in fo rm a t io n  p ro v is io n ,  p a r t ic u la r ly  in 
a u to m a te d  te c h n o lo g ie s . In th is  c o u n try  
o f  180 m illio n  p e o p le , l ib ra ry  an d  in fo r
m a tio n  p r io r it ie s  h a v e  n o t b e en  h ig h  un til 
th e  1980s.

S o e k a rm a n  K a rto se d o n o  in a sp e e ch  
e n t i t l e d  L ib r a r y  D e v e l o p m e n t  in 
In d o n e s ia  o u tlin e d  so m e  o f  th e  p ro b le m s  
a n d  i s s u e s  c o n f r o n t i n g  l ib r a r y  a n d  
in fo rm a tio n  p ro fe s s io n a ls  in In d o n e s ia . 
F o r  e x a m p le , he  e s tim a te s  tha t in the 
h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n  s e c to r  o n ly  a sm a ll 
p ro p o r tio n  o f  the  4 7 8  u n iv e rs ity , a c a d e m y  
an d  o th e r  h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n  lib ra r ie s  c o u ld  
be  re g a rd e d  as a d e q u a te .

T o  im p ro v e  m a tte rs  the  D ire c to ra te  
G e n e ra l o f  H ig h e r  E d u c a tio n  has lau n ch ed  
a  s tra te g ic  d e v e lo p m e n t p ro je c t, in c lu d 
ing  ‘m o d e l u n iv e rs ity  l ib ra r ie s ’ . T h e re  is 
c le a r ly  a  long  w a y  to  g o , bu t p ro g re s s  w ill 
o n ly  b e  m a d e  th ro u g h  e x a m p le s  o f  o p e ra 
tio n a l a c h ie v e m e n t.

In d o n e s ia n  lib ra r ia n s  q u o te d  by  the 
Jakarta Post sa id  th ey  ‘fe lt u n e a s y ' w h e n  
d is c u s s in g  m o d e rn  te c h n o lo g ie s  w ith  
fo re ig n  lib ra r ia n s  b e c a u se  o f  th e ir  r e la 
tiv e  lack  o f  te c h n o lo g ic a l  p ro g re s s . In the 
c o n te x t  o f  the  A S E A N  re g io n  th e  p a p e rs  
g iv e n  by le a d in g  l ib ra r ia n s  fro m  T h a i
lan d , M a la y s ia  an d  th e  P h il ip p in e s  o n  the 
p la n s  fo r  th e ir  n ew  n a tio n a l lib ra ry  s tru c 

tu re s  sh o w e d  a d e s ire  to  p ro v id e  a fo rm a l 
g o v e rn m e n ta l  n e tw o rk  to  a ss is t  lib ra ry  
d e v e lo p m e n ts .

W h ile  su c h  d e v e lo p m e n ts  m a y  be 
s lo w  to  c o m e , it w a s  h e a r te n in g  to  h e a r  
d e ta i ls  o f  th is  n a tio n a l  l ib ra ry  p la n n in g , 
p a r tic u la r ly  a s  re la tiv e ly  little  d e ta il  is 
g e n e ra lly  a v a ila b le  in  th e  lib ra ry  lite ra tu re .

O th e r  h ig h lig h ts  o f  p a p e rs  p re se n te d  
in c lu d e d  a v e ry  s ig n if ic a n t  o v e rv ie w  o f  
a u d io v i s u a l  a n d  m e d ia  r e s o u r c e s  in  
M a la y s ia  b y  S h e l la ta y  D e v a d s o n , th e  
H e ad  o f  th e  R e fe re n c e  D iv is io n  o f  th e  
N a tio n a l L ib ra ry  o f  M a la y s ia . D e v a d so n  
h i g h l i g h t e d  th e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  o r a l  
c o m m u n ic a tio n  in th e  A S E A N  c o u n tr ie s : 
‘T h u s  in th e  P h il ip p in e s  th e  ru ra l p e o p le  
ten d  to  v ie w  l ib ra r ie s  w ith  in d if fe re n c e  
p a r tly  b e c a u s e  th e y  a re  se e n  as a lie n  
o b je c ts  r e f le c tiv e  o f  an  a lie n  c u ltu re , an d  
p a r tly  b e c a u s e  th e  p r in c ip a l  m o d e  o f  
c o m m u n ic a tio n  o f  th e  p e o p le  is o r a l . ’

T h e  D e p u ty  N a tio n a l L ib ra r ia n  o f  
V ie tn a m , H a  T h u  C u e , in h e r  p a p e r  on  
The National Library in the Process of 
Renewal re c o g n is e d  th e  n e e d  fo r  ‘ra is in g  
p r o fe s s io n a l  s t a n d a r d s ’ fo r  l ib r a r ia n s  
w ith in  V ie tn a m  a n d  r e a f f i rm e d  th e i r  
c u r re n t  c o o p e ra tio n  w ith  th e  N a tio n a l 
L ib ra ry  o f  A u s tra l ia  in c lu d in g  th e  re g u la r  
su p p ly  o f  f lo p p y  d isk s  o f  th e  n a tio n a l 
b ib lio g ra p h y  o f  V ie tn a m . T h e  d if f ic u ltie s  
o f  V ie tn a m  a n d  In d o n e s ia  c o n tra s t  v iv id ly  
w ith  th e  a d v a n c e d  d e v e lo p m e n t s  o f  
S in g a p o r e ,  a s  o u t l in e d  in Y o k e -L a n  
W ic k ’s p a p e r  o n  th e  a p p l ic a t io n  o f  
c o m p u te rs  in S in g a p o re  w h e re  m a jo r  
s tr id e s  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  in th e  last d e c a d e .

O n  th e  s o c ia l  f r o n t ,  th e  w a rm  
h o sp ita l i ty  o f  th e  In d o n e s ia n  o rg a n is e rs  
w a s  e v id e n t  in  th e  o f f i c ia l  o p e n in g  
re c e p tio n  h e ld  a t th e  S ta te  P a la c e , w h e re  
d e le g a te s  m e t th e  P re s id e n t  an d  M rs  
S o e h a r to , an d  a t a  r e c e p tio n  h o s te d  b y  the  
G o v e r n o r  o f  J a k a r t a .  A t t im e s  th e  
c o n fe re n c e  o rg a n is a tio n  ‘c r e a k e d ’, e .g . 
in th e  t im in g  o f  th e  d e p a r tu re  o f  b u se s  to  
v e n u e s  —  an  h o u r ’s d e la y  on  a n o n - 
a irc o n d it io n e d  b u s  in th e  J a k a r ta  su m m e r  
h u m id i ty  c a n  s o m e tim e s  b e  a  t ry in g  
e x e r c i s e .  T h e  A u s t r a l i a n  d e l e g a t e s  
a d o p te d  a v a r ie ty  o f  p lo y s  to  o v e rc o m e  
su c h  d isc o m fo rts !

A s P re s id e n t S o e h a r to  sa id  in h is 
o p e n in g  sp e e c h  ‘T h e  d if fe re n c e s  o f  the  
lev e l o f  p ro g re s s  o f  th e  e c o n o m ic , so c ia l 
a n d  e d u c a tio n a l  se c to rs  d o  no t n e c e ssa r ily  
m e a n  th a t e v e ry th in g  o r ig in a tin g  fro m  
th e  a d v a n c e d  c o u n tr ie s  c an  b e  a p p lie d  in 
th e  d e v e lo p in g  c o u n tr ie s . ’ T h e  Jakarta 
Post c o n c lu d e d  i ts  c o v e r a g e  o f  th e  
c o n fe re n c e  w ith  th e  h o p e  th a t C O N S A L  
w o u ld  p ro v id e  a  c a ta ly s t  fo r a c c e le ra te d  
l ib ra ry  d e v e lo p m e n ts  in th e  A S E A N  
r e g io n  in g e n e r a l  a n d  I n d o n e s i a  in 
p a r tic u la r .  T h is  is a s e n tim e n t su re ly  
e c h o e d  by  a ll o f  th e  p a r tic ip a n ts .

Colin Steele 
A u s tra l ia n  N a tio n a l U n iv e rs ity

^ j

Librarianship 
training for the 
Northern Territory
T h e  N o r th e rn  T e rr ito ry  B ra n c h  o f  A L IA  
is s e e k in g  w a y s  a n d  m e a n s  to  m a k e  it 
e a s ie r  fo r  N o r th e rn  T e r r i to ry  re s id e n ts  to 
g a in  q u a lif ic a tio n s  fo r  p ro fe s s io n a l  li
b ra r ia n sh ip . T h e  N o r th e rn  T e r r i to ry  is 
th e  o n ly  S ta te  o r  T e r r i to ry  in A u s tra lia  
w h e re  b a s ic  q u a lif ic a tio n s  c an  o n ly  be 
o b ta in e d  by  g o in g  in te rs ta te  o r  by  s tu d y 
ing  e x te rn a lly .

T h e  B ra n c h  h a s  e s ta b lish e d  a  su b 
c o m m itte e , c h a ire d  b y  M a rg a re t  C lin c h , 
to  c o o r d in a t e  i ts  e f f o r t s .  T h e  s u b 
c o m m itte e  is in th e  p ro c e s s  o f  c o n ta c tin g  
l ib r a ry  s c h o o ls  a n d /o r  in d iv id u a ls  in 
lib ra ry  sc h o o ls  w ith  a v ie w  to  d ire c tly  
a d d re s s in g  so m e  o f  th e  p ro b le m s  w ith o u t 
a c tu a lly  e s ta b lish in g  a l ib ra ry  sc h o o l in 
t h e  N o r t h e r n  T e r r i t o r y .  A s  w e l l ,  
c o m m e n ts  a re  b e in g  so u g h t  f ro m  the 
N o r t h e r n  T e r r i t o r y  U n i v e r s i t y ,  th e  
N o rth e rn  T e r r i to ry  D e p a r tm e n t o f  L a b o u r  
a n d  A d m in is tra t iv e  S e rv ic e s  a n d  all A L IA  
S e c tio n s  w ith in  th e  N o r th e rn  T e rrito ry .

T h e  e x te n t o f  in te re s t in lib ra ry  w ork  
is sh o w n  by th e  n u m b e r  o f  a p p lic a n ts  to  
th e  A sso c ia te  D ip lo m a  in L ib ra ry  P ra c 
tic e  c o u rse  a v a ila b le  fo r  te c h n ic ia n s  in 
D a rw in . S o m e  o f  th e  p ro b le m s  a re  as 
fo llo w s :
• T h e re  is n o  ty p ic a l sc h o o l le a v e r  e n try  

in to  th e  p ro fe ss io n  a n d  th e  sc h o o l co u n - 
se l lo rs  a re  u n a b le  to  o f fe r  it as a  c a re e r  
a v a ila b le  in th e  N o rth e rn  T e rrito ry .

• R e lia n c e  u p o n  re c ru itin g  q u a lif ie d  li
b ra r ia n s  f ro m  in te rs ta te  m e a n s  that 
f ro m  tim e  to  tim e  th e re  is a sh o rtfa ll in 
th e  n u m b e r  o f  p ro fe s s io n a ls  a v a ila b le  
at a p p ro p r ia te  le v e ls  o f  e x p e r ie n c e . 
T h e  ‘A c t in g ’ p h e n o m e n o n  is c o m 
m o n  fo r  lo n g  p e r io d s  o f  tim e .

• T h o se  w h o  s tu d y  e x te rn a lly  a re  d is a d 
v a n ta g e d  b y  th e  lac k  o f  an  a p p ro p ria te  
c la s s if ic a t io n  fo r  l ib ra r ia n s - in - tra in -  
ing . S tu d e n ts  in in te g ra te d  c o u rse s  o f  
l ib ra r ia n sh ip  m a y  h a v e  m a n y  y e a rs  o f  
e x p e r ie n c e  (p e rh a p s  8 y e a rs )  b e fo re  
c o m p le tin g  th e ir  q u a lif ic a tio n s .

• T ra v e l  in te rs ta te  to  su m m e r  sc h o o ls  
an d  r e s i d e n t i a l  is p ro h ib it iv e  ( f o r e x -  
a m p le , o v e r  $ 1000 fo r  D a rw in  to  S y d 
n e y  fo r  tra v e l a lo n e ).

• M a n y  in d iv id u a ls  w h o  h a v e  c o m p le te d  
th e  A sso c ia te  D ip lo m a  in L ib ra ry  P ra c 
tice  w ish  to  c o n tin u e  s tu d y in g  to  o b 
ta in  p ro fe s s io n a l  q u a li f ic a tio n s  in li
b ra r ia n sh ip .

• T h e  N o r th e rn  T e r r i to ry  h a s  a ve ry  
m o b ile  p o p u la tio n . T ra n s fe rs  in te rs ta te  
a re  c o m m o n , p a r tic u la r ly  w h e re  fa m i
lies h a v e  c o m e  fro m  in te rs ta te  in i
t ia l ly .

A ll th e se  fa c to rs  ad d  up  to  a  sh o r t
fa ll in th e  c o re  o f  p ro fe s s io n a lly  q u a lif ie d  
lib ra r ia n s  a n d  a d is c o u ra g in g  s itu a tio n  
fo r  lo ca l re s id e n ts  w h o  w ish  to  b e co m e

Continued 7...


