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CIRCIT — a focus for 
research on 
communication and 
information
T h e  A u s tra lia n  ( 2 4  J u l y )  r a n  t h e  h e a d l i n e  
‘C I R C I T  o u t  t o  p r o v e  i t s  c r i t i c s  w r o n g ’. 
W h a t  is  C I R C I T ,  a n d  w h a t  w e r e  t h e  
c r i t i c i s m s ?

C I R C I T  ( T h e  C e n t r e  f o r  I n t e r n a ­
t i o n a l  R e s e a r c h  o n  C o m m u n i c a t i o n  a n d  
I n f o r m a t i o n  T e c h n o l o g i e s )  is a n  i n d e ­
p e n d e n t  r e s e a r c h  i n s t i t u t i o n  w h i c h  b e g a n  
i ts  o p e r a t i o n s  f r o m  p l u s h  o f f i c e s  o v e r ­
l o o k i n g  t h e  Y a r r a  o n  1s t  J u l y  l a s t  y e a r .  
‘A c a d e m i c  r i v a l r y  a n d  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  o f  
b e i n g  a  V i c t o r i a n  g o v e r n m e n t  i n i t i a t i v e  
h a v e  p r o v e d  t o u g h  h u r d l e s  ’ , s a y s  t h e  A u s­
tra lia n . C I R C I T  w i l l  g e t  $ 3  m i l l i o n  a 
y e a r  f o r  t h e  n e x t  5 y e a r s ,  a t  a  t i m e  w h e n  
u n i v e r s i t i e s  a r e  b e i n g  s t a r v e d  o f  f u n d s .

I t s  h i g h  p r o f i l e  is d e l i b e r a t e :  ‘W e  
d o n ’t w a n t  t o  b e  s e e n  a s  a  u n i v e r s i t y - t y p e  
r e s e a r c h  c e n t r e ’ . A n d  o n e  o f  it s  r e s e a r c h  
s t a f f  h a s  s t r e s s e d  th a t  it i s  p r o v i d i n g  i n d e ­

p e n d e n t  r e s e a r c h  a t t h e  r i g h t  t i m e .  ‘A c a ­
d e m i c  r e s e a r c h  i n s t i t u t i o n s  n e a r l y  a l w a y s  
a d d r e s s  i s s u e s  a f t e r  t h e  e v e n t . ’

C I R C I T  p l a n s  t o  p e r f o r m  a n d  p r o ­
m o t e  b a s i c  a n d  a p p l i e d  r e s e a r c h  o n :
• The In fo rm a tio n  E c o n o m y  
T h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a n d  
i n f o r m a t i o n  t e c h n o l o g i e s  f o r  g r o w t h  a n d  
d e v e l o p m e n t  in  t h e  g l o b a l  i n f o r m a t i o n

e c o n o m y  a n d  in  s p e c i f i c  i n d u s t r y  s e c t o r s .  
A t t e n t i o n  w i l l  b e  f o c u s e d  o n  i s s u e s  o f  
e c o n o m i c  t h e o r y  a n d  m e a s u r e m e n t ;  t h e  
e c o n o m i c s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n ;  i n n o v a t i o n ,  
d i f f u s i o n  a n d  t e c h n o l o g y  t r a n s f e r ;  t h e  
s p a t i a l  a n d  d i s t r i b u t i o n a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  
d e v e l o p m e n t .
• T h e T e le c o m m u n ic a tio n  In fra stru c tu re  
T h e  i n c r e a s i n g  s i g n i f i c a n c e  a n d  c h a n g i n g  
r o l e  o f  t h e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n  s e c t o r  f o r  

n a t i o n a l  a n d  g l o b a l  m a r k e t s  g e n e r a l l y ,  
f o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s ,  a n d  f o r  
a c h i e v i n g  lo c a l ,  n a t i o n a l  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
p o l i c y  o b j e c t i v e s .
• C o n te n t a n d  C o m m u n ica tio n
T h e  i n c r e a s i n g  s i g n i f i c a n c e  a n d  c h a n g ­
i n g  c h a r a c t e r  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n t e n t  a n d  
c o m m u n i c a t i o n  n e t w o r k s — r a n g i n g  f r o m  
b r o a d c a s t i n g ,  l i b r a r i e s  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
d a t a b a s e s  t o  t h e  h u m a n - m a c h i n e  i n t e r ­
f a c e  a n d  s p e c i a l i s e d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  n e t ­
w o r k s  —  w i t h  p a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n  to  t h e  
i n c r e a s i n g  c o m m o d i f i c a t i o n  o f  i n f o r m a ­
t i o n  a n d  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  m a r ­
k e t s .
• O rg a n isa tio n a l S tru c tu re  

I m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  c h a n g i n g  s t r u c t u r e
a n d  d e s i g n  o f  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  o f  a l l  k i n d s  
—  c o m m e r c i a l ,  g o v e r n m e n t a l ,  l a b o u r ,  
e d u c a t i o n a l ,  e t  c e t e r a  —  a n d  f o r  t h e  d e c i ­
s i o n - m a k i n g  p r o c e s s e s  g e n e r a l l y .
• E m p lo y m en t a n d  T ra in in g  

I m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  c h a n g i n g  n a t u r e  o f
e m p l o y m e n t  a n d  w o r k ,  r a n g i n g  f r o m  l o c a l  
sk i l l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  t o  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l

d i v i s i o n  o f  l a b o u r ,  i n c l u d i n g  t r a i n i i g ,  
e d u c a t i o n  a n d  t h e  c h a n g i n g  r o l e  o f  t n d e  
u n i o n s  in  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  e c o n o m y .
• P o lic y  A n a ly s is  a n d  A sse s sm e n t  
I m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  b o t h  e x p l i c i t  a n d  i m p l c i t  
p o l i c i e s ,  r e g u l a t i o n s  a n d  l a w s  f o r  h e  
c o u r s e  o f  h u m a n ,  e c o n o m i c  a n d  social 
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  r o l e  o f  p o l c y  
r e s e a r c h  in  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  o f  p o l i c y m a k n g .

I t s  c h a r t e r  r e q u i r e s  it t o  b e c o m e  f r e -  
e m i n e n t  in  t h e  s t u d y ,  r e s e a r c h  a n d  e d i c a -  
t i o n  o n  t h e  e c o n o m i c ,  s o c i a l  a n d  p ub l ic  
p o l i c y  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  in d  
c o m m u n i c a t i o n  t e c h n o l o g i e s .  I n  s u p j o r t  
o f  t h i s  i t s  w i l l  u n d e r t a k e  o r i g i n a l  r e s e a c h ,  
d i s s e m i n a t e  i t s  r e s u l t s ,  c o l l a b o r a t e  v i t h  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  w i t h  s i m i l a r  i n t e r e s t s  i n d  
e s t a b l i s h  a  l e a d i n g  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l ib -a ry  
a n d  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  c e n t r e  in  t h e  f i e l l .

I t s  D i r e c t o r  is P r o f e s s o r  W i l i a m  
M e l o d y ,  t h e  f o u n d i n g  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e U K  
P r o g r a m  o n  I n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  C o m r m n i -  
c a t i o n  T e c h n o l o g i e s  ( P I C T ) .  D e p u t y  
D i r e c t o r  is  P r o f e s s o r  D o n  L a m b e r o n ,  
f o r m e r l y  w i t h  t h e  U  o f  Q  a n d  w e l l  k n o w n  
to  u s  f o r  h i s  w r i t i n g s  o n  t h e  e c o n o m i c s  o f  
i n f o r m a t i o n .

C I R C I T  h a s  h a d  s o m e  i n i t i a l  a c ­
c e s s e s  w i t h  s t u d i e s  o n  A U S S A T  and o n  
t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  l a w s ,  a n d  is s e e c i n g  
to  a t t r a c t  c o r p o r a t e  s p o n s o r s h i p  tc  r e ­
p l a c e  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  f u n d i n g .  A t  th i s  

s t a g e  it s e e m s  t h a t  t h o s e  c r i t i c i s m s  r e d  o n  
a  s l e n d e r  f o u n d a t i o n  a n d  w i l l  s o o i  b e  
f o r g o t t e n .
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For 286 and 386  CPU’s 
with DOS. Please call Ian 
McCallum (06) 248 8488.
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For Library and Information staff
•  Technicians, Librarians, Consultants
•  Permanent placements
•  Temporary staff from one day to one year
•  Serving Canberra, Sydney and Brisbane.

Call us on (02) 699 1855 
Fax (02) 698 4534
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S T O P  T H IE V IN G !!

with Checkpoint's 
Library Security System

IT’S EFFECTIVE . . .
T h e  C H E C K P O IN T  S e c u r i ty  S y s te m  h a s  a  d o c u m e n te d  re c o rd  <f 
r e d u c in g  b o o k  lo s s e s  by  a n  a v e ra g e  o f 8 0 -9 0 %  a n d  . . .

IT’S SIMPLE . . .
by fa r  th e  m o s t  tr im , l e a s t  c o m p l ic a te d  o f  a ll  e x is t in g  s y s te m s  »  
in s ta ll ,  o p e ra te ,  a n d  m a in ta in .  P ro te c t in g  y o u r  c o lle c tio n  s  
q u ick , e a s y  a n d  v e ry  e c o n o m ic a l .

IT’S RELIABLE . . .
no  e m b a r r a s s m e n t  d u e  to  f a l s e - a la r m s .  A n a la rm  m e a n s  in 
a t te m p te d  b o o k  th e f t .  E x c e lle n t  h e a d - to - to e  d e te c t io n .

IT’S INEXPENSIVE . . .
w e d e s ig n e d  th is  s y s te m  to  b e  w i th in  th e  b u d g e t  o f  e v e ry  libra*y 
o r  m e d ia  c e n tr e .

Put a

to BOOK 
THEFT IN YOUR 

LIBRARY

P h o n e  C h e c k p o in t  n o w  fo r  a n  o b lig a t io n  f re e  q u o te :
Melbourne:
Canberra:
Sydney:
Brisbane:
Perth:
Adelaide:

(0 3 ) 525 2757 

(062) 81 6940 

(0 2 ) 398 9088

(0 7 ) 269 8931 

(09) 276 4056

(0 8 ) 232 1282
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