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[together

I n  1989 Victorian State Government 
launched a 5-year literacy strategy for 
school children. The first phase con
centrated on the Prep to Year Three age 
group, reading together, and was centred 
around the theme ‘reading together is 
magic'.

A public awareness campaign 
encouraged families to read together 
regularly in the home. It stressed the 
importance of home reading to 
children’s achievement both in literacy 
and general school performance. Pam
phlets went to every family of Prep- 
Year 3 children in the State, to public 
libraries, kindergartens, toddler play 
groups, and maternal child health 
centres. Posters were also sent all over 
the State to publicise the campaign. 
This has been followed up at the start of 
1990 with more of the materials being 
sent out for the children who are just 
starting school.

In addition to the public aware
ness aspects of the campaign, a hand
book was produced for school councils 
which laid out the thinking behind the 
strategy, and provided some suggested 
guidelines for development of school 
literacy programs. There were three 
main elements in this: support for the 
school in its planning; support for teach
ers with professional development; and 
early support for individual children 
who might be experiencing difficulties 
with literacy.

Reading Together has been built 
on evidence from successful experi
ence and a growing body of research. 
Recent Victorian findings1 have found 
positive links between reading at home 
and attentiveness in the classroom. The 
effects of home reading seem to get 
stronger as students get older, and the 
effect on children’s achievement seems 
to be stronger than the effect of factors 
such as parents' occupations or levels 
of education. Positive findings rein
force the value of the Reading Recov
ery program, of Early Literacy Inservice 
Course (ELIC) and other in-service 
courses, and of the School Home and 
Reading Enjoyment project (SHARE) 
home-school reading program.

Reading Together has been taken 
up with great enthusiasm by schools
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across the State, which see it as re
affirming the good work that has been 
done, pulling together the threads of in- 
service programs, providing direction 
for planning, and raising public aware
ness and interest in the whole area of 
literacy as well as the parent role.

Initially it was given a high pro
file with launches by the Premier and 
the Minister for Education, and the 
Minister's commitment to the program 
was evident in the number of follow-up 
regional launches which she attended.

The media have shown consider
able interest in the program, especially 
at the regional level, and many schools 
have organised their own local launches 
for parents, as well as using the theme 
as a focus during Curriculum Days, 
Book Week and Education Week. 
Regional offices and School Support 
Centres have brought out support 
materials for local use.

Many public libraries have 
worked with their local schools to spread 
the message. Activities have been held 
in the libraries, help has been given in 
the choosing of books, and holiday 
programs have picked up on the theme.

During 1990 the Victorian liter
acy strategy is being expanded to 
include other age levels: Years 4-6, and 
7-10. There is an emphasis on partner
ship programs assisting parents to par
ticipate in their children’s literacy 
development. A lot of effort is also 
being put into the development and 
expansion of appropriate in-service edu
cation programs, with some particu
larly interesting w'ork to help teachers 
develop skills for process writing using 
computers.

This is an exciting time for liter
acy in Victoria. Further information on 
Reading Together can be obtained from 
the State Board of Education, Rialto 
Level 6 , PO Box 4367, Melbourne. 
VIC 3001.
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Serving people  
with disabilities
The National Library of Australia 
(NLA) produced many important pub
lications on library services for people 
with disabilities during the Seventies 
and Eighties. One of the most generally 
useful is the Directory of Australian 
library services for people with dis
abilities, the third edition of which 
appeared in 1989.

The growth in awareness of the 
needs of people with disabilities, and in 
the availability of resources since the 
first edition was published in 1977, is 
quite remarkable. Then a meagre 44 
libraries and other organisations were 
listed. The 1989 edition lists 250! In
formation provided includes user eligi
bility, physical accessibility , extent and 
availability of the collections, and de
tails of special services, such as reading 
and writing aids, house calls and equip
ment for loan.

Entries are arranged by State or 
Territory, and there are organisation 
and resources and services indexes. The 
latter enables the user to find, for ex
ample, a library with captioned films 
and videos, or moon materials, or 
community language materials in alter
native formats. A brief glossary 
provides definitions of some of the rele
vant technical terms (do you know what 
a Clarke and Smith cartridge is?) Direc
tory of Australian library services for 
people with disabilities, third edition, 
was published bv the NLA in 1989 and 
costs $15. (ISBN 0 642 10465 4)

Users of Guidelines for the pro
duction of audio materials for print 
handicapped readers will undoubtedly 
be familiar with Clarke and Smith and 
other formats. The second edition of 
these guidelines, prepared by the Audio 
Standards Sub-Committee of the
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