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Up to mid-January, the committee had 
received 90 submissions with more 
expected. At least nine of these were from 
the Association and its separate Divisions, 
including Tasmania, Queensland, NSW, 
Asia Pacific Special Interest Group, South 
Australia, Victoria, Special Libraries 
Section and Northern Territory.

The committee has so far conducted 
seven public hearings. Representatives of 
the General Council o f ALIA, the Asia 
Pacific Special Interest Group and ACLIS 
appeared before the committee and gave 
evidence at a public hearing conducted on 
12 December.

Several libraries have expressed interest 
in the activities of the committee. These 
include: Parliamentary Libraries, the State 
Libraries o f SA, Queensland and Victoria, 
and the State Libraries Council, Northcote 
Library and Information Services, Geelong 
Regional Library and the Tasmanian 
Regional Library.

Submissions have been received from 
Commonwealth Government 
Departments, State Governments, 
academic institutions and interested 
individuals. Examples of the different areas 
that the committee has received 
submissions from are: Land Information 
Council, Community Information 
Network, Records Management 
Association, Computer Companies —
ICL, Australian Computer Society, 
Australian Centre for Occupational Health 
and Safety, W omen’s Electoral Lobby, 
Council for Adult Literacy, W om en’s 
Legal Resources Centre, and the Australian 
W ar Memorial.

The comm ittee plans to hold 
hearings in Sydney and W ollongong in 
late February, in C anberra and Perth 
during March, and again in M elbourne 
in April.

Ia n  D undas 
Secretary, Standing Committee «

New Zealand Science restructuring —  
what about the research libraries?
Many Australian librarians have heard that 
DSIR (the New Zealand equivalent to the 
CSIRO) is to disappear, and wonder what 
will happen to its library services. inC ite  
asked Monica Hissink, the Chief Librarian 
o f DSIR, to comment. She writes:
The Minister for Research Science and 
Technology, in late November 1990, 
confirmed the Government’s intention to 
restructure DSIR, MAE Tech, Forest, 
Forest Research Institute and the 
Meteorological Seivice into Crown 
Research Institutes (CRIs). They will be 
Crown owned corporate bodies broadly 
based on the Companies Act 1955, thus 
providing them with commercial powers. 
They will also be expected to focus on 
providing research for the benefit o f N Z.

Between now and the end o f April, 
there will be an extensive consultation 
process by the Task Force to flesh out 
details such as the number, size and

In 1991, Butterworths Australia will 
commence publication of H akbury’s Laws o f 
Australia, an encyclopaedic statement of 
Australian law.

The publishing program begins in January 
1991 with the new Australian Current Law, 
and will progressively build to 30 looseleaf 
volumes. For further information contact 
Anita Sibrits, Butterworths Pty Limited, 
telephone (02) 805 6242. ■

constitution of the CRIs, which will be 
considered by Cabinet 30 June 1991. All 
CRIs must be operational by 30 June 
1992, but this does not preclude earlier 
establishment. The DSIR will cease to exist 
on 1 June 1992.

This major restructuring follows 
reforms o f the former Labour Government 
which established that Departments 
compete for a portion o f their funds, and 
earn significant commercial revenue.

At this stage it is difficult to foresee 
what impact the restructuring will have on 
research libraries, until the size, nature and 
distribution of CRIs is decided in June
1991. It is heartening that research 
scientists have been vocal in raising their 
concerns for the maintenance o f libraries. 
Libraries and library network services such 
as those provided by the DSIR Library 
Centre are on the Agenda for discussion 
with the Task Force. ■

Austra lian Fem in ist Book 
Fortn ight
6-22 Septem ber 1991
The AFBF is a decentralised organisation that 
seeks to foster interest in and knowledge of 
women’s books. It is particularly concerned to 
develop an interest in all kinds of Australian 
women’s writing.

There will be national promotion of 
feminist literary events around the country, 
including all capital cities and regional and 
rural centres. If you can participate, AFBF will 
help with publicity as well as providing you 
with an Ideas Kit, posters and catalogues. 
Contact AFBF at 308 Victoria Street, 
Brunswick, Vic 3056, telephone (03) 387 
7436, fax (03) 387 1249. ■
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• Editorial
• Letter to the Editor
• 'We have been interested to 

read your manuscript', by 
Barbara Ker Wilson

• Spit MacPhee —  Australia's 
Tom Sawyer, by Michael 
Stone

• Western Perspectives
• 'What a nice job, reading all 

those lovely books', by Judith 
Phillips

• Children's Book Week in 
Armidale

• The Family Award is 3 years 
old!, by Maureen Crago

• SLANT wins prestigious award
• In memory of Vonnie Young
• News ... Coordinated by 

Rhonda Bracey
• Book Reviews —  Coordinated 

by Pamela Whiteford-Hey
• Have you seen these? Anna 

Jermolajew and Val Noake

Locum  of the Year 
and C lient o f the 
Year fo r 1990
It takes a special kind of person to be a 
professional temp and librarians are no 
exception. In recognition o f the valuable 
contribution that temporary library staff 
are making to information management,
Library Locums is instigating an annual 
award for the most outstanding temporary 
employee and the most outstanding 
manager o f the year. This is the first year 
o f the award and is an important 
development in the alternative career path 
o f temporary work.

Antoinette Fail was named as the 
inaugural Locum of the Year at the Library 
Locums’ Open Day in December.
Antoinette was selected in recognition of 
her outstanding success in 14 demanding 
and sometimes difficult assignments in the 
past 2 years.

Beth McLaren, Librarian at the NSW  
Department o f School Education, received 
the 1990 Client of the Year award. Her 
citation commented: ‘Beth takes a lot of 
trouble to look after her temp workforce.
She plans and prepares the tasks for 
locums, she clearly explains what she wants 
done. She has made her library a friendly 
and efficient place to work.’

M arion  N icolson m
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