
The Tech Connection
r H E  TE C H  C onnection is 

the nam e chosen for the 
7 th  N ational C onference 
for Library T echnicians. 

It will be held in Adelaide 2 2 -  
24 Septem ber 1993 at T h e  Terrace 
H otel.

T he C onference C o m m ittee  is 
p lanning an exciting program  o f 
speakers and w orkshops focussing 
on the them es o f  T echnology, 
E nvironm ent and O p p ortu n ity . 
T hese are all areas o f concern  to

library technicians.
N ew  technologies can mean 

th a t w ork practices change, som e 
jobs d isappear and  others are 
created.

W ork  env ironm ents are 
changing  as em ployers take into 
account such things as occupational 
health  and safety issues, as well as 
m aking collections m ore accessible 
to disabled patrons.

N ew  o p portu n ities  are being 
created by library  technicians w ho

are applying their skills in areas 
such as desk top  publishing and 
editing, establishing a com m u n ity  
inform ation data base, and 
com pu ter networks.

T h e  com m ittee is aim ing to give 
the conference a special South  
A ustralian flavour for delegates by 
arranging tours to local w ineries as 
well as to libraries. C o n tac t the 
C onference M anager at ALIA 
N ational O ffice for m ore 
inform ation . ■

Permanent paper for Parliament?
P ete r Clayton, ALIA rep resen tative  and AALC Chairm an, 

reports on recent discussions w ith  the AGPS

T H E  USE O F perm anent 
paper for Australia’s 
publications o f enduring 
value has long been of 

concern to the Association. At the 
most recent meeting o f the Australian 
G overnm ent Publishing Service 
(AGPS)-ACLIS Liaison C om m ittee 
(AALC), a report on A G PS’s use of 
perm anent paper was received. In 
general, AGPS as publisher use the 
paper quality specified by the author 
agency, rather than attem pt to impose 
their own standards. AALC was 
advised that paper of suitable archival 
quality is being used for Acts, 
Statutory Rules, Hansard and the

Gazettes (Haven O paque Book 
Offset); and for Votes and 
Proceedings, Journals o f the Senate, 
and D ocum ents on Australian 
Foreign Policy (Perpetuum  Wove). 
However, librarian members o f the 
com m ittee were concerned at the use 
of Angelo D raw ing Cartridge as end­
paper stock for Acts, Statutory Rules, 
Hansard, Votes and Proceedings, and 
Journals o f the Senate: this paper’s 
archival life was described as 
‘[possibly] 20 years— depends on 
storage’. Further inform ation was 
requested about the archival 
properties of the binding boards used. 
It appears that the Com m onw ealth

Parliament has specified the use o f 
appropriate archival paper for its 
publications, but not for the bindings 
which encase these.

O ther matters raised at this 
1 1 June m eeting o f AALC included 
the free issue scheme, which Cabinet 
has now agreed will be extended to 
the new universities; a 10-m onth  
backlog in AGPS cataloguing due to 
severe staff shortages, now 
overcome— cataloguing will now 
concentrate on current material first; 
and changes to the structure o f AGPS 
itself, which are not expected to affect 
its library customers. T he absence of 
ISSNs in some annual reports and 
monographs in series was reported to 
be the responsibility o f the author 
agencies. T he librarian members o f 
the com m ittee agreed to identify 
items lacking ISSNs and write to 
author agencies, pointing out the 
need for these to be included. ■

All in a day's  
work

Prom otional video for 
the profession  

H E  A B C  S C R E E N E D  a 
seg m en t on  w o rk in g  in 
lib rary  and  in fo rm a tio n  
services in th e ir  series A ll  

in  a d a y ’s w ork  in Ju n e  1992 . T h e  
seg m en t stars A ssociate P rofessor 
Joyce K irk, H ead , School o f  
In fo rm a tio n  S tud ies, U n iv ersity  o f  
T ech n o lo g y  Sydney, K u ring -gai, 
an d  s ta ff  at the S ta n to n  L ibrary , 
N o r th  Sydney. T h e  tape is 
available in D e p a rtm e n t o f  
E m p lo y m en t, E d u ca tio n  and  
b ra in in g  libraries an d  w ill be used 

in som e C E S offices. I f  yo u  are 
loo k in g  for p ro m o tio n a l m ateria l 
o r th in k in g  o f  d ev e lop ing  y o u r 
o w n , take  a look  at th is o ne . ■

A u s tra lia n  la n d s c a p e s , fro m  b e a ch e s  to  th e  o u tb a c k , h a v e  b e e n  u s e d  to  p ro m o te  
e v e ry th in g  fro m  m o to r  ca rs  to  A b o r ig in a l  la n d  r ig h ts . The use a n d  a b u s e  o f  
A u s tra lia n  im a g e ry  in  a d v e r t is in g  a n d  p o p u la r  c u ltu re  is th e  s u b je c t o f  a n  u n u s u a l 
e x h ib it io n  a t  the N a t io n a l L ib ra ry  o f  A u s tra lia .  The Lie o f  th e  Land is o p e n  u n t il 
2 5  O c to b e r. It show s  A u s tra lia  fro m  m a n y  p e rsp e c tiv e s  th ro u g h  a  ra n g e  o f  c o lo u r fu l 
p o s te rs , a  H ills  H o is t h u n g  w ith  tea  to w e ls , a  c a r  b u m p e r  b a r  w ith  m e m o ra b le  
stickers a n d  a  l in e -u p  o f  p ro v o c a t iv e  t-sh irts  m...
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