
N ew  lib rary  building for Jam es Cook
Jo h n  M tK in la y  looks confidently to the future

IT  USED  T O  BE said  that the 
essential e lem ents o f  a lib ra ry  
service w ere the three Bs— Books, 

B rains and B u ild ings.
W hen I cam e to Jam es C oo k  

U n iversity  in 1983 , as U n ivers ity  
L ib rarian , it cou ld have been said  
that two o f these necessary 
con d ition s w ere m et. W e had a 
good book (and jo u rn a l) co llec tio n , 
w h ich  owed m uch to the d ilig en t 
efforts o f m y predecessor, C h ris  
H un t. S ince then, w ith  the 
co n tin u in g  support o f the 
U n iversity , the book co llec tio n  has 
grow n and flourished .

W e also had good  b ra ins— the 
sta ff  who are essential to operate  
and  to m anage the lib ra ry ’s services. 
T h an k fu lly , we have co n tin u ed  to 
a ttract, to retain  and  to develop  and 
excellen t staff, for w h ich  the 
U n iversity  should  be gratefu l.

W e also had an excellen t 
b u ild in g , designed  by Jam es B irrell 
in the 1 960 ’s, but one w h ich  w as 
desperate ly  over-crow ded , over
u tilised  and over-stra ined  by the 
developm ent of the U n ivers ity . 
H ap p ily , after an extended  de lay  
but w ith  the un flagg in g  support of 
the U n iversity , the extension  o f  the 
U n ivers ity ’s M ain  L ib rary  b u ild in g  
was approved by the then M in is te r  
for E m ploym ent, E ducation  and  
T ra in in g  in 1988.

W ith  the creative sk ills o f  the 
a rch itect, Bob C lay to n , the 
d iligen ce  o f  the con tracto rs, 
H o llan d -S to lte , the support and

invo lvem en t of the L ib rary  staff, 
and the en tire ly  undeserved 
patience and cooperation  o f the 
U n ivers ity ’s s ta ff an d  studen ts , the 
M ain  L ib rary  b u ild in g  was 
transform ed d u r in g  1990 . W e now

added  C s— C om pu ters , 
C o m m u n ica tio n s and  
C o m m itm en t. A nd w e do have all 
o f these. B u t the 4 ,7 0 0  users w ho 
crow d th rou gh  the b u ild in g  on a 
typ ica l sem ester d ay  still need a

have a b u ild in g , a lm ost tw ice its 
o rig in a l size, o f  w h ich  the 
U n ivers ity  can be proud once again , 
and  w hich  w ill serve its needs and 
asp irations w ell for m an y  years. In 
the 1990s in h igh er educatio n  
lib raries, books, b ra ins an d  
b u ild in gs m ay not be enough .

As we move towards the 
electronic library, we need banks of 
m icro-com puters, autom ated systems, 
access to local and international 
com puter networks, and a range of 
sophisticated skills and technology.

T h e new dogm as are the three

w elco m in g  an d  frien d ly  
en v iro n m en t in w hich  they  can 
study , exp lo re and  develop.

L ib raries are the cata lyst for real, 
p ersonal, learn in g . It is a great 
p leasure tom e to have been 
associated  w ith  the tran sform ation  
o f the M a in  L ib rary  b u ild in g . L ike 
lib raries in  genera l, the extension  
has b u ilt  upon the past, en h an c in g  
an d  e n r ich in g  it bu t not c lo ak in g  or 
re jec tin g  it. T h e  extension  is both 
true to its o rig in s, and  also a sym bol 
o f  the fu ture . M ay  it serve w ell its 
fu ture gen eratio ns o f  users. ■

WHO CARES 
ABOUT SERVICE?

Ph:  ( 0 7 ) 371 7500 STD free (0 0 8 ) 777 1.34 
or free from NZ 0800 44 6133 

and free from PNG 05 08 61 055 
Fax: (0 7 )  371 5206
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Sydney, C anberra , Brisbane 
Tel. (02) 699 1855 
Fax. (02) 698 4534 

Free C all 008 244 337

When you are looking for staff a lot of your valuable 
time is going to be lost answering job enquiries, 
sifting through resumes, screening, interviewing 
and reference checking candidates.
Wouldn't it be great if you could avoid these 
interrruptions?
Library Locums does most of the hard work for 
you. You receive a carefully vetted short-list of the 
most suitable applicants who match your job 
specifications.
Whether you need temporary or permanent library 
staff, call on us for total professional help and 
understanding.
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