
New  a w a rd  recognises talented self-publishers
P a t W oolley  believes that 'v a n ity  publish ing ' need not be in vain

IL D  &  W O O L L E Y /  
F ast B o o ks an d  X erox  
A u s tra l ia  h ave  re c e n t ly  
a n n o u n c e d  th e  

in a u g u ra l $ 1 0  0 0 0  X ero x  F ast 
B ooks A w ard s fo r s e lf -p u b lish e rs .

There is a $ 5 0 0 0  first p rize , 
w ith  secon d  an d  th ird  ru n n ers up 
rece iv in g  $ 2 5 0 0  each , o p en  to all

se lf-p u b lish e d  w rite rs  w h o se  books 
are p r in te d  in A u stra lia  w ith in  the 
1 9 9 2  c a le n d a r  y ear . A u th o rs from  
across A u stra lia  are  in v ited  to 
su b m it  one co p y  o f  th e ir  o w n , 
se lf-p u b lish e d  or p r iv a te ly -  
f in an ce d  book p ro d u ced  d u r in g  
1 9 9 2 , in  an y  su b ject area 
w h a tso ev er , to W ild  an d  W oo lley/

Christmas reading...

Can you cook a galah?
Or can you m ake a Joh nn y Cake?
Z OOKING FOR A Christmas present? Seventy-six o f the ‘best’ poems 

about Sydney, from 1840 to 1991, have been beautifully presented in 
two colours, set in Baskerville and Gill Sans fonts on a specially-made 
120 gsm permanent all-cotton paper in a delicate shade o f cream 

Sydney’s Poems has been edited by Robert Gray and Vivian Smith as a 
celebration o f Sydney’s 1 50th Anniversary (There are also acknowledgments 
to the publisher, the in-house editor, the designer, the typesetter, the inks, 
the paper maker and the printer— it’s that kind o f book.) It is available from 
the publisher, Primavera Press at PO Box 575, Leichhardt Sydney 2040  for a 
paltry $9 .95. How do they do it at the price, when we often have to pay so 
much more for sometimes rubbishy productions?

A  great Christm as read w ould be When M abel L a id  the Table: the 
Folklore o f  E ating a n d  D rin kin g  in A ustralia  by W arren  Fahey. Can you  
make Johnny Cake? C ook a galah? M ix a C atherine Hayes or a M adam e 
Bishop? This book w ill tell you how, and m uch m ore beside. It is a 
social history o f  A ustra lia ’s unique tradition o f  w ining and dining, from  
early colonial days through the lean times o f  the 18 90s  and 19 3 0 s , from  
the swaggies to cafe society. G et it from  the M erchandising O fficer,
State Library o f  N S W  Press, M acquarie Street, Sydney N S W  2 0 0 0 , for 
$ 2 4 .9 5  paperback, $ 3 4 .9 5  hardbound, m

Need an 
in d e x e r?
/ NDEXERS Available 

1992-93. T h is new 
d irectory is published 
by the A ustralian 

Society o f Indexers, G PO  Box 
1251L, M elbourne 3001 . It is 
an alphabetical listing  o f  about 
eighty mem bers o f  the society, 
w ith  brief statem ents o f their 
subject specialities, special 
skills, com puter skills and 
publications indexed. The 
specialities and skills are 
separately indexed at the back 
o f this 40-page book. 
Available from the Society, 
price $10 . ■

Catalogue of 
PNG theses

r H IS C A TA LO G U E  of 
theses in the M ichael 
Som are L ibrary o f the 
U niversity o f PN G , the 

L ibrary’s Occasional Publication 
N ° 15, has been com piled by the 
L ibrarian Joe W  N aguw ean. It 
includes 260  theses accepted for 
higher degrees between 1970 and 
1990, together w ith  a num ber o f 
H onours Degree theses. The 
bibliographical details are listed in 
alphabetical order and there is a 
com prehensive subject index (from 
Agarabi people to Zygom a fractures). 
T he C atalogue is available from the 
Library, but there is a w arn ing that 
theses can on ly  be borrowed on ILL 
w ith  the consent o f the author. ■

Fast B ooks, 16 D argh an  S t, G lebe  
N S W  2 0 3 7  before 31 J a n u a r y ,
1 9 9 3 . Books w ill be ju d g e d  b y  an 
in d e p en d en t p ane l an d  the  
w in n e rs  w ill be an n o u n c ed  on 
22  F eb ru ary , 1993 .

T h e  X ero x  F ast B o o ks A w ard s 
w il l  c e le b ra te  go o d  w r i t in g  an d  
re w a rd  A u s tra lia n  a u th o rs  for 
th e ir  in it ia t iv e  an d  th e ir  ta le n t . 
F o r too  m a n y  y ea rs , b o o k  
p u b lish e rs  h ave  c r it ic is e d  w r ite rs  
fo r th e ir  ‘v a n ity  p u b lis h in g ’ , 
w h e n  re a l ly  th e y  w ere  w o r r ie d  
a b o u t  th e  c o m p e t it io n . P u b lish e rs  
tak e  m o n th s  to re ad  an d  re jec t  
w o r th w h ile  m a n u sc r ip ts  b u t  
re sen t it w h e n  a b e s ts e ll in g  b o o k  
gets a w a y  fro m  th e m .

A u s tra l ia  has m a n y  fam o u s  
e x am p le s  o f  p r iv a te ly - f in a n c e d  
b o o k s in c lu d in g  M an-S hy  b y  
F ran k  D a lb y  D av iso n , M a r g a r e t  
P re s to n : R ecen t P a in tings, The 
B irds o f  A ustralia  b y  Jo h n  G o u ld , 
S hort S tories in  P rose a n d  Verse b y  
H e n ry  F aw so n , a n d  P ow er  
W ithout G lory b y  F ra n k  H a rd y .

F u r th e r  in fo rm a t io n  fro m  P at 
W o o lle y  on  (0 2 ) 6 9 2  0 1 6 6 . ■

Self-portraits 
of the artists

HE NLA HAS JUST 
published a totally 
fascinating 
compilation of 

twenty-six Australian artists 
talking about themselves and 
their work, taken from the 
Library’s OraJ History 
collection. Most of the 
interviews in Artists’ Portraits, 
selected and introduced by 
Geoffrey Dutton, were 
conducted by Hazel de Berg, a 
tiny part of her celebrated series 
that spanned over 27 years. The 
earliest interview was in 1961; 
others bring us into the eighties. 
None of the artists, writes 
Dutton, ‘are living except in 
their work’, but in these pages 
they speak to us so directly that 
it is difficult to accept their 
passing. Their work covers the 
first three quarters of this 
century, and Dutton’s liminary 
essay is a fine brief survey of 
that period in the development 
of Australian art. From the 
NLA, price $23.95. ■


