
The NLA as phoenix
M enn a  TffOfmvs describes the transform ation  

in accom m odation, access and serv ices that has em erged  
from  m ore than three y e a rs  of building

H E  R E C O N S T R U C T E D  an d  re fu rb ish ed  
g ro u n d  flo o r o f  th e  N a tio n a l L ib ra ry  w as 
fo rm a lly  o p en ed  b y  the  D ire c to r-G en e ra l, 
W a rre n  H o rto n , on

F rid ay  3 A p ril.
T h e  in it ia l p u rp o se  o f  the  

m a jo r c ap ita l-w o rk s  p ro g ram , 
u n d e r w a y  at the  L ib ra ry  s in ce  
1 9 8 8 , w as to u p g rad e  th e  fire- 
p rev en tio n  in fra -s tru c tu re . T h e  
L ib ra ry  too k  the  o p p o r tu n ity , 
c o n c u rre n t ly , to reo rg an ise  the 
la yo u t o f  the  g ro u n d  floo r, 
in c re a s in g  the  size  o f  the  reading 
room  areas , c re a t in g  a v is ito r 
o r ie n ta t io n  c en tre , a new  
e x h ib it io n  g a lle ry , a 
F r ien d s ’ R o o m , an 
e d u c a tio n  room  an d  a 
cafe , an d  re lo c a t in g  
an d  e n la rg in g  the 
L ib ra ry  Sho p .

T h e  a im  is to g ive  
the c o m m u n ity  
g re a te r  access to th e  
L ib ra ry ’s co lle c tio n s  
th ro u gh  n ew  serv ices , 
an au to m ated  
c a ta lo g u e  an d  the 
in tro d u c t io n  o f new  
te c h n o lo g y , and  
th ro u gh  e x h ib it io n s , 
d isp la y s , p u b lic a tio n s  
an d  e d u c a tio n a l 
p ro gram s. In h is 
speech  at the  o ff ic ia l 
o p e n in g , the  D ire c to r 
G en era l re p ea te d ly  
e m p h as ised  the 
im p o rtan c e  th a t the  
N L A  p laces in th is 
im p ro v ed  access.

T h e  n ew  an d  the 
red e s ign ed  p u b lic
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areas are  in te r lin k e d  b y  th e  V is ito r  C e n tre , an  e leg an t, 
b ro ad , w e lc o m in g  co n co u rse  fram ed  b y  g lass c ab in e ts  
c o n ta in in g  d isp la y s  ab o u t the  L ib ra r y ’s c o lle c tio n s , 

se rv ices an d  ac tiv it ie s .
_ _ _ _ _  I he V is ito r  C e n tre  an d  the

M a in  R e ad in g  R oom  are  d iv id ed  
an d  u n ite d  b y  a c ir c u la r  
in fo rm a tio n  d esk . O n e  sid e  
p ro v id es g en e ra l in fo rm a t io n , 
b ro ch u res  an d  e d u c a tio n  k its  for 
sch oo l g ro u p s ; the  o th e r , staffed  by 
re feren ce  l ib ra r ian s , p ro v id e s  advict 
an d  ass is tan ce  to readers .

T h e  N L A ’s M a in  R e a d in g  
R oom  fo rm erly  p ro v id ed  se a t in g  
for 1 10 read ers ; n ow  it seats 2 6 0 .

The n ew  Main Reading Room o ffers ex cellent facilities for study and  researci
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N E W S P A P E R S  (esp  
M e lb o u rn e  p a p e rs )  
B o u n d  v o lu m e s  o r  
sinqle issues 1 8 4 0  to  
1 9 7 5

Popular M A G A Z IN E S  
( e g .  Life, Look, 
Women's Weekly, 
e tc .) to  1 9 7 0

PAPER WORLD
Phone: A lan  W a te r s  

m obile 0 1 8  5 3 5  0 2 8  (an ytim e) o r  
(0 3 )  5 3 1  4 4 7 0
Postal address: 

9 / 1 3 4  B righto n  R oad , E lste rnw ick, 
Vic 3 1 8 5

r
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Sydney, C anberra , Brisbane 
Tel. (02) 699 1855 
Fax, (02) 698 4534 

Free Call 008 244 337

How do you keep the library service up to 
standard when there's too much work and 
not enough staff?

One solution is to use temporary staff who 
can handle the extra workload caused by the 
end-of-finandal-year rush, backlogs, special 
projects.

Using temps means vou don't have to worry 
about recruiting and administration problems. 
We take care of all that.

As vou need additional staff please call us for 
total professional help and understanding.
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Students throng the con cou rs e  and  visitor cen tre lined with exhibition cabinets

^  T h e  o ld  card
ca ta lo g u e  has been  
rep laced  b y  an 
au to m a ted  c a ta lo g u e  
access ib le  th ro u gh  
40  te rm in a ls . T h is  
o n lin e  c a ta lo g u e  h o ld s 
records for the  g re a te r  
p a rt o f  the  L ib ra r y ’s 
c o llec tio n s , over 
1 .6 m illio n  e n tr ie s  for 
A u s tra lian  an d  
overseas m a te r ia l. T h e  
fa c ilit ie s  in  the  
te c h n o lo g y  access a rea  
in c lu d e  C D -R O M  
p lay e rs , a v id eo  p la y e r  
an d  a K urzw eil 
P erso n al R ead er .

T h e  P e th e r ick  
R o o m , an ad v an ced  
s tu d ie s  ro o m , has 
been  e n la rg e d  an d  has 
its o w n  b an k  of 
te rm in a ls  an d  
re feren ce  c o lle c tio n . T h e  ran g e  o f  serv ices has b een  
in c reased  an d  en co m p asses  access to the  R are  B ooks 
an d  M u s ic  C o lle c t io n s .

T h e  L ib ra ry  has been  g r a d u a lly  c o n v e rt in g  its 
records to m ac h in e -re a d a b le  form  s in ce  1 9 8 0  in 
p rep a ra tio n  for the  p ro v is io n  o f  an  au to m a te d  
c a ta lo g u e . In M a y  1 9 9 1 , a f te r  a lo n g  p er io d  o f  
ev a lu a tio n  an d  te s tin g , th e  L ib ra ry  se lec ted  th e  D Y N IX  
lib ra ry  m an ag e m e n t so ftw are  ru n n in g  on  an  IB M  
R S 6 0 0 0  m o d e l 9 5 0  U n ix  p ro cesso r as the  p la tfo rm  on 
w h ich  to p ro v id e  th e  se rv ice . T h e  N a tio n a l L ib ra ry ’s 
d a tab ase , w ith  1 .8 m illio n  reco rd s , is one of the  la rges t

d a tab ases  ru n n in g  on th e  D y n ix  system  an d  th e  IB M  
U N IX  m a c h in e  u n d e rp in n in g  it is o ne  o f  the la rg es t of 
its typ e  in A u s tra lia .

Ph is m a c h in e  is l in k e d  to th e  m ac h in e  on  w h ic h  
the  L ib ra ry  o p era te s  A B N , so th a t c a ta lo g u in g  reco rd s 
can  be tran sfe rred  o n lin e  from  A B N  to th e  o n lin e  
c a ta lo g u e  d a tab a se .

I he L ib ra r y  is c u rr e n t ly  p la n n in g  to o ffer rem o te  
access to the  o n lin e  c a ta lo g u e . T h is  w il l  m ean  th a t  
an yo n e  w ith  th e  r ig h t k in d  of te rm in a l o r P C  an d  
access to  te le c o m m u n ic a t io n s  fa c ilit ie s  w ill  be ab le  to 
search  th e  c a ta lo g u e  from  a n yw h ere  in A u s tra lia .

W arren Horton to 
continue as 
Director General 
of National Library 
of Australia
The Hon Wendy Fatin, Minister for the Arts and 
Territories, has announced the re-appointment 
of Warren Horton as Director-General of the 
National Library of Australia for a further 7 years 
from 28 July 1992, under the provisions of the 
National Library of Australia Act.

inCite joins all Warren’s friends and 
colleagues in offering him hearty congratulations 
and best wishes for a successful second term of 
office. C
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