Preservation workshop in Fiji
M a rie S e x to n described this im portant A u stralian in itia tiv e

wenty-three delegates at
tended the AIDAB/ALIA
APSIG Preservation Man
agement Workshop held at the
University of the South Pacific
(USP) at the beginning of De
cember. Attendees came from
thirteen countries, ranging from
Papua New Guinea, the Marshall
Islands to d onga, New Caledo
nia and the Solomons and Van
uatu.
The aim of the five-day work
shop was to give participants the
knowledge and skills needed to
produce a preservation manage
ment plan ior their institutions.
Libraries and archives in the Pa
cific face many problems: a tropi
cal climate, insect pests, cyclones
and storms, and a lack of air-con
ditioning. Apart from the Uni
versity of the South Pacific, most
libraries have only a small staff,
who have to undertake a variety
of functions including preserving
their collections.
The workshop offered a broad
range of training with some prac
tical hands-on experience. The
training emphasised that often
the basic steps are the most im
portant
in
preserving
collections: keeping the tempera
ture and humidity as low as you
can, keeping out water, fly
screening windows and doors,
keeping shelves clean, reducing
use, where possible, of important
documentary materials by pro
viding copies for use. A preserva
tion plan emphasises staff
training and commitment by
library management. ALIA AP
SIG has prepared a training man
ual for these workshops, the
previous one being in Bangkok
last year. Eventually, it is hoped
that this manual will be pub
lished, so that it can be used as
the basis of training in other re
gions with similar problems.
1he workshop was opened by
the USP Vice-Chancellor.
Melvyn Rainey, President of the
Fiji Library Association also at
tended the opening. Carol Mills,
the University Librarian, with her
staff and other USP people were
vital to the smooth running and
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success of the workshop. Sessions
were provided each day by
Wendy Smith and Kim Morris
of NLA and Ross Harvey of
Monash University. Wendy
Smith, who had done most of the
pre-workshop organisation in
Canberra, found that she was of
ten busy with various administra
tive matters such as banking in
Fiji. Robyn Stokes of ANU Libr
ary was treasurer for the work
shop and made the travel
arrangements for the paid-for del
egates, and Marie Sexton also as
sisted Wendy and her staff.
Wendy says that her experience
in this workshop has given her
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many useful ideas for future
training activities.
Funds came mainly from
AIDAB but financial assistance
also came from the Australian
National Commission for
UNESCO, I FLA through its
Preservation and Conservation
Core Program, the National
Library of Australia and also
Monash University. For Wendy
Smith, coordinating the Fiji
workshop formed part of her
work plan as an IFLA Vosper Fel
low for 1992/93.
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Australian library training in
Cambodia
R o sem a ry H a rbridge, of the Cooperation
Comm ittee for Cam bodia in Phnom P enh, has
sen t this account

aing Chou Iv, an Australian
Cambodian librarian, re
turned to Phnom Penh in De
cember to conduct the 2nd BISA
Training course in Library Prac
tice at the National Library of
Cambodia. The two-week course
followed up a one-month course
conducted in 1991.
Participants in the course in
cluded library staff from the Na
tional Library of Cambodia,
University of Phnom Penh,
Government Ministries, Teacher
Training Colleges and the Na
tional Museum. The BISA (Bib-

liographical Information for
Southeast Asia) course was Rind
ed by the National Library of
Australia and the Cultural Rela
tions Fund of the Department of
Foreign Affairs.
The courses were designed
and conducted in consultation
with Dr Helen Jarvis, Senior
Lecturer, School of Information,
Library and Archive Studies at
the University of New South
Wales. At home in Australia, Saing Chou works in the library of
the Western Australian Depart
ment of Health.
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