
R eading w ith  the Rockstars
Janet M artin  found that when you hit the right wavelength you get results

u r in g  Sep tem b er and  O c
tober last year, 1 56  p ub lic  

fw lib ra r ie s  in  Q u e e n s la n d  
p artic ip a ted  in a s ta tew id e  read 
in g  p rogram  a im ed  at teenagers. 
R ea d in g  w ith  th e  R ock sta rs was 
des ign ed  by staff o f  the P u b lic  L i
b raries D iv is ion  in the S ta te  L ib r
ary , and  w as based on the  success 
an d  p o p u la r ity  o f  a teenage su m 
m er r e a d in g  p ro g ram  
a m o n g  tee n ag e rs  c o n 
d u c te d  in  M is h a w a k a ,
IN ., U SA .

It w as o u r p e rc e p 
tio n , w rite s  J a n e t , th a t 
there  w ere few p rogram s 
in  Q u e e n s la n d  a im in g  
to en co u rag e  teen agers  
to read . A ro u n d  10%  o f 
the p op u la tio n  are aged
13-18  years o ld , b u t use 
o f  lib ra r ie s  b y  th is age 
g roup  is la rg e ly  restr ic t
ed to s tu d y  fac ilitie s  and  
n o n -f ic t io n  r e q u ir e 
m en ts for school assignm ents.

W e  set out to des ign  a p ro 
m o tio n  w ith  sev era l go a ls  in 
m ind :
• to p rom ote  p u b lic  lib rar ie s  to 

teenagers;
• to boost m em b ersh ip  an d  issues 

in  the teenage area;
• to im prove the im age  o f  read 

ing to teenagers;
• to in tro d u ce  teen agers  to the 

new  and  ex c it in g  fic tion  b e ing  
p ub lished ;

• to im p ro ve  th e  k n o w led g e  of 
l ib ra r y  s ta ff  in  Q u e e n s la n d  
about new  teenage fic tio n ;

• to foster co o p era tio n  betw een  
p u b lic  lib ra r ie s  an d  the  S ta te  
L ib rary ;

• to p rom ote p u b lic  lib rar ie s  and  
the State  L ib ra ry  to the  w id er 
co m m u n ity .

W e  knew  that the task  w o u ld  
no t be easy , b u t w e w ere  co n 
v inced  that a positive  sta rt cou ld  
be m ade in Q u een s lan d . M a n y  
l ib ra r y  sta ff , e s p e c ia lly  in SE 
Q ueen sland , en co u raged  the en 
deavour as an ex c it in g  boost to an 
a rea  of p u b lic  l ib ra r y  se rv ice  
w h ich  u su a lly  receives lit t le  a tten 
tion .

W e  designed  the a c tiv ity  w ith  
the in terests and  cu ltu re  of teen 

m u s icagers  in m in d . A rock  
them e was chosen , and  reco rd ing  
artists th ro u gh o u t A ustra lia  w ere 
a p p ro ac h ed  for d o n a t io n s  o f  
au to grap h ed  photos, posters, re
co rd ings an d  m em o rab ilia  to be 
offered as prizes for teenagers. W e  
a lso  ap p ro ac h ed  p u b lish e rs  o f  
p o p u la r  p ap erb ack s  an d  m a g a 
z ines, and  a range o f  com pan ies

R e a d i n g

w hose p roducts w ere  considered  
to be so ugh t after. T h e  response 
w as trem en d o u s ! O ver $ 1 7 ,5 0 0  
w orth  of p roducts w ere donated  
as p rizes to be o ffe red  on  a 
sta tew id e  basis, and  local sp o n 
so rsh ip  in a d d it io n  to th is w as 
also  secured  in several lo ca tion s.

W ith  g rea t support from  S ta te  
L ib ra ry , w e w ere ab le  to p roduce 
55  0 0 0  lis ts  in  a se r ies  o f  ten  
b o o k lis ts  on  o ran g e  f lu o ro -co l-  
ou red  stickers, ab o u t the size of 
b oo km arks. Each b oo k lis t rep re
sen ted  a d ifferen t gen re  or area of 
p u b lish in g , and  w ere  g iven  sn ap 
p y  t it le s  such  as G rim  p ick in g s  
(ho rro r), W izards o f  Oz (A u stra l
ian  au th o rs). L ights ou t (m yste r
ies) o r B r i e f  en co u n te r s  (sh o rt 
sto ries). T h e  lists em phasised  re
cen t A u s tra lia n  b oo ks, an d  in 
c lu d ed  titles w h ich  w o u ld  tend  to 
g rab  an d  in terest new  readers. It 
w o rk e d — tee n ag e rs  w e re  even  
se llin g  the lists to th e ir  peers o u t
side  the lib ra ry  doors!

T h e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  Q u een slan d  
Press sponsored  som e g rea t post
ers. P u b lic  lib raries  go t m asses of 
p ro m o tio n a l m a te r ia l . T e e n a g e  
rad io  sta tion s gave a ir  t im e . Som e 
lib raries  o rg an ised  rock groups to 
p la y  in  or n ear th e ir  b u ild in g .

M ost had a good so rt-o u t of the ir 
YA co llec tion , and  renew ed co n 
tacts w ith  local schools.

O nce teenagers cam e to hear 
o f  th e  p ro m o tio n , th e y  co u ld  
s im p ly  v isit the ir local p u b lic  lib r 
a ry  to p artic ip a te . A t the library", 
teenagers co u ld  p ick  up book lists 
an d  a s im p le  en try  fo rm . Each 
tim e  they  v is ited  the lib ra ry  and  

borrow ed  books to read , 
th ey  cou ld  fill ou t an o th 
er en try  form  to becom e 
e lig ib le  for prizes.

T een agers  cou ld  also 
contribute to, and p ick  up 
copies o f  a m agaz in e  w e 
p ro duced  ca lled  ‘RA VE 
O N ’. T he m agazine in clud 
ed reviews o f books w ritten 
by teenagers, new  book 
news, author profiles, w rit
ings by teenagers, and  
m any other bits and pieces. 
It has proved a p op u lar 
m agazine actively requested 

by m any h igh  schools, and has at
tracted over 350  reviews w ritten  by 
teenagers!

W as it all w o rth w h ile? Som e 
lib ra r ie s  fo u n d  it  d if f ic u lt  to 
m easure the effects, and  so found  
litt le  in the w ay  o f  in creased  us
age , b u t m an y  repo rted  g rea te r  
YA ac tiv ity — a 2 5%  increase  in 
m em b ersh ip  or a d o u b lin g  of is
sues to te e n ag e rs ... L o n g-un used  
m e m b ersh ip s  w ere  r e a c t iv a te d , 
and  it m ay  be that the long -term  
effects w ill be im p o rtan t. A nd , 
across th e  b o a rd , th e re  w as a 
h e igh tened  aw areness and  a new  
sp ir it of cooperation  betw een  the 
S ta te  L ib ra ry  an d  Q u e e n s la n d  
p u b lic  lib raries . ■

F o r  l ib r a r ia n s  w h o
ARE SERIOUS ABOUT 
THEIR LIBRARIES . . .
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