NT Library Technicians group

he NT Library Technician Group

has been active during 1992 with a
supportive committee and regular at-
tendance at general meetings through-
out the year. We are, however, a small
group and we have tried to encourage
more people to participate at our meet-
ings. Our efforts to promote the group
and discuss the history, roles and aims
of ALIA with talks to classes have been
disappointing because attendance and
involvement in the group has not in-
creased.

Bev Davis is currently working on
the history of the Library Practice course
as 1992 was the 10th anniversary. Grad-
uation night in 1992 at the NT Uni-
versity recognised the seven new
graduates of the Associate Diploma of
Arts (Library Practice) with Robyn
Cavenagh acknowledged as the out-
standing graduate for 1991.

The Course Advisory Committee,
with the involvement of library Tech-
nicians, had produced a draft for re-ac-
creditation of the Library Practice
course, which has now been approved.
Among the changes were additional
electives and an increase in the compu-

ter applications area to all units. Cata-
loguing now relates more to computer
record structure and retrieval in librar-
ies.

We have compiled a database of
Library Technicians, Trainees and Libr-
ary Assistants in the Northern Territo-
ry, which has proved useful for
contacting people in remote areas.

We are concerned about employ-
ment for qualified Library Technicians
in schools, who are currently being paid
the same salary as School Assistants who
have had no tertiary training. Librarians
prefer to have qualified Library Techni-
cians in their libraries. We have ex-
pressed our disapproval of this situation
to the union and to ALIA. Unfortunate-
ly our membership numbers for PSU
Union and ALIA are low in the North-
ern Territory and we are concerned that
nothing may be done about the discrep-
ancies in salaries.

To finish on a happy note, last Sep-
tember we held a very successful and
enjoyable quiz night. The money raised
will help fund delegates to attend this
year’s library Technician Conference in
Adelaide. [ |

ALIA/NZLIA
Joint
Conference

W ellington, 26-30
September 1994

The Conference theme is Embarking
Together; and in acknowledgment of de-
velopments on both shores of the
Tasman Sea, it will reflea a strong bi-
cultural flavour. It is envisaged as a five
day conference, the first and the fifth
day being reserved for joint or inde-
pendent ALIA/NZLIA activities. The
central three days will cover conference
activities such as plenary sessions, visit-
ing speakers, and workshops.

The Australian program organiser is
John Levett d- The Graduate Depart-
ment of Librarianship, Archives and
Records, Monash University, Clayton
Vic 3168, and he seeks (by 30 April)
suggestions for papers, speakers and ac-
tivities. It is the organising committee’s
firm view, backed by both Associations,
that overseas speakers’ should come
from the Asian and Pacific region, and
that the program as a whole should re-
flea this regional commitment to SE
Asia and the Pacific.

w e tell o ur
custo m ers

everything

Our monthly supply time figures tell the
whole story. When trying to achieve
expenditure within a shorttime frame or
simply in getting the books to your users
quickly, this is one way we have of providing
useful management
information to our customers.

Check our supply times soon!

James Bennett
Library Services
4 Collaroy Street, Collaroy. NSW. 2097, Australia.
Phone: [02) 982 2122 Toll-Free: C008) 22B 784
Fax: 02) 971 1309
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A new range of products highlighting the
Association’s emblem are now available for
purchase by members.

0O Tie $25.00
Navy tie woven with a discrete red ALIA emblem

a Charm $25.00
Sterling silver jewellery featuring the ALIA emblem

| Polo-shirt $25.00
Casual shirt with ALIA emblem displayed on the pocket

(Please indicateyour preference and quantity required)

Forward orders and payment to:

Alex Cutts
Queensland Tafe Library Network
South Brishane
South Brisbane QLD 4101
or
Richard Sayers
The Library
James Cook University
Townsville QLD 4811

Crequesand money orders should be medepayablle to
ALLA QueenslandBranch

5 April 1993



