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P rim ary school science
N a n c y  L a n e  h a s  b e e n  t a lk i n g  t o  t e a c h e r - l i b r a r i a n s  a b o u t  th is  i n n o v a t i v e  p r o g r a m

The A u s tra lia n  A c a d e m y  o f  
S c ie n c e  is d e v e lo p in g  P ri­
m ary In v es tiga t ion s , a  n a ­

tio n a l p ro g ram  for p r im a ry  sch oo ls 
th a t p ro v id e s  an  in te g r a te d  s c i­
ence, te c h n o lo g y  an d  e n v iro n m e n t 
c u rr ic u lu m  an d  p ro fess io n a l d ev e l­
o p m en t fo r te a c h e rs . It w il l  be 
av a ilab le  in  1 9 9 5 .

M u c h  th o u g h t  a n d  e ffo rt h as 
gone in to  the  d e v e lo p m en t o f  the  
p ro g ram , d e s ig n e d  p a r t ic u la r ly  to 
cater for the  in te re sts  an d  le a rn in g  
styles o f  g ir ls  as w e ll as boys.

E m p h as is  is o n  h a n d s -o n  a c ­
tiv itie s  u n d e rtak e n  in  the  fo u n d a ­
tio n  fo r le a r n in g . A c t iv it ie s  h ave  
been se lec ted  for th e ir  h ig h  in te r ­
est level an d  use o f  s im p le  e q u ip ­
m en t, su ch  as p ip e  c le a n e rs , 
straw s, m arb le s an d  b a llo o n s .

T h e  p ro g ram  is b e in g  d e v e l­
oped o n  a w h o le -s c h o o l b as is . It 
consists o f  teach er re so u rce  books 
for seven  y ears , s tu d e n t  boo ks for 
five y ea rs , e q u ip m e n t k its , in -se rv ­
ice e d u c a t io n  fo r te a c h e rs , an d  
c o n t in u in g  su p p o rt from  a q u a li ­
fied tra in e r .

The p ro g ra m  w as t r ia lle d  in 
3 8  sch o o ls  in  A u s t r a l ia  an d  
3 sch o o ls  in  N e w  Z e a la n d  in  
1 9 9 3 , an d  in v o lv ed  a p p ro x im a te ly  
6 0 0  te a c h e rs  an d  p r in c ip a ls  an d  
12 0 0 0  s tu d e n ts . A ll te a c h e rs , 
p r in c ip a ls ,  a n d  t e a c h e r - lib r a r ia n s  
w e re  in v o lv e d  in  th e  in -s e rv ic e  
w o rk sh o p s  th a t  w ere  ru n  in  c o n ­
ju n c t io n  w ith  the  tr ia ll in g .

A t the  en d  o f  each  te rm , te a c h ­
ers sen t th e ir  w r itte n  co m m e n ts  to 
th e  A c a d e m y , an d  a t th e  en d  of 
th e  y ea r , the  te a c h e r - lib ra r ian s  a lso  
p ro v id ed  d e ta ile d  resp o nses. T h e se  
resp o nses, a lo n g  w ith  the  le a rn in g  
o u tco m es fro m  the  N a t io n a l P ro ­
files, are  p ro v id in g  in p u t  to  th e  re ­
v is io n  o f  the  p ro g ram .

T e a c h e r - l ib r a r ia n s  su g g e s ted  a 
ran g e  o f  l ib r a r y  re so u rces to su p ­
p le m e n t m a n y  o f  the  h an d s-o n  ac ­
t iv it ie s , p a r t ic u la r ly  th o se  h a v in g  
to do  w ith  co lo u r, en e rg y , life  c y ­
c les ( s ilk w o rm s , e a r th w o rm s , an d  
b u t te r f l ie s ) ,  b u i ld in g  te c h n o lo g y , 
in v e n tio n s , w e a th e r  an d  e n v iro n ­
m e n ta l co n stra in ts . T h e y  also  su g ­
g e s te d  le s so n s w h e re  th e y  fe lt

s tu d e n ts  c o u ld  g a in  b y  c a r r y in g  
o u t  l ib r a r y -b a s e d  in v e s t ig a t io n s . 
T h e se  co v e re d  to p ic s  su ch  as a s ­
tro n o m y , p o llu t io n , fam o us b u i ld ­
in g s  ( in c lu d in g  d e s ig n  an d  
m a te r ia ls ) ,  e n v iro n m e n ta l d e c i­
s io n -m a k in g , fam o us sc ien tis ts  an d  
in v en to rs , an d  re c yc lin g .

T e a c h e r - l ib r a r ia n s  re c o m ­
m e n d e d  u se fu l g e n e ra l re so u rces , 
in c lu d in g  th e  m ag az in es  In vestiga t­
in g  (p u b lish e d  b y  th e  A u s tra l ia n  
S c ie n c e  T e a c h e rs  A s so c ia t io n ) , 
L et’s F in d  O ut (S c ie n c e  T e ac h e rs  
A sso c ia t io n  o f  V ic to r ia )  an d  The 
H elix  (p u b lish e d  b y  th e  C S IR O  
D o u b le  H e lix  C lu b ) .  T h e y  a lso  
th o u g h t  th a t  th e  Young S cien tis t  
re feren ce  set (a W o r ld  B o o k  p u b li­
c a t io n ) , a n d  th e  G o u ld  L eag u e  
p u b lic a t io n s  w ere  v a lu ab le .

The A c ad e m y  b e lieves the  P r i­
m a ry  In v e s t ig a t io n s  p ro g ram  w il l  
be r ich e r for the  in p u t  of teach er- 
l ib r a r ia n s , a n d  is a t te m p t in g  to 
p ro v id e  o p p o r tu n it ie s  w ith in  th e  
p ro g ram  to b u ild  b rid ges  b etw een  
th e  sc ie n c e  p ro g ra m  an d  th e  
sch oo l lib ra ry .
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