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Technology versus teachers?
M a e l o r  H i m b u r y  r e p o r t s  a  t r a f f i c  ja m  o n  th e  i n f o r m a t i o n  s u p e r h i g h w a y — s e n d  h e lp

One o f  the q u a in t aspects o f  
science fiction  in the fifties 
an d  six ties w as its b lin d  

faith  in  the v irtues o f  techno logy. It 
w as taken  for gran ted  that peop le in 
the fu tu re  w o u ld  b lith e ly  h and  over 
re sp o n s ib ility  for m o st aspects o f  
th e ir  life  to robots an d  o th e r m a 
chines w ith o u t consideration  o f  pos
sib le social consequences. T h ere  are 
s im ila r  a ttitu d es  b eh in d  the V ic to -

A n exciting new information op
portunity for the education 
sector is opening up for Kin

dergarten to year 12 (K-12) students, 
with their introduction to Internet.

The use of computing and telecom
munications as a classroom tool is rap
idly capturing the imagination of both 
students and teachers alike. A siuiation 
where many individuals (both adults 
and other students) and resources can 
be invited into the classroom environ
ment quickly and easily will inevitably 
change the educational process.

The primary means of communica
tion on the Internet is electronic mail 
(e-mail). Using e-mail, students can 
publish their writing, question a special
ist or communicate with other students 
worldwide. A more recent develop
ment in die telecommunications 
environment has been the develop
ment of software to transmit video 
over the internet Cornell Universi
ty’s Information Technology or
ganisation (CIT) has developed a 
Macintosh video-conferencing pro
gram called CU-SeeMe which is 
freely available on the Internet Us
ing the software, students in Aus
tralia can communicate in real time 
with other students overseas. The 
students are able to see their own 
image on their Macintosh screen 
along with the images of the stu
dents overseas. The CU-SeeMe 
software can display up to 8 image 
windows at one time.

The United States National 
Science Foundation recognises the 
potential for this application in the 
K-12 environment and has funded 
an initiative to make video 
conferencing a reality in the class
room. this initiative has been ap
propriately named the Global

rian  g o vern m en t’s Schools o f  the Fu
ture p rogram .

W e  have seen a co n sid e rab le  
do w n siz in g  o f  staffing in educatio n  
w h ile  at the sam e tim e  extra funds 
have been  a llo cated  to tech no lo gy—  
in c lu d in g  com puters, faxes an d  C D - 
R O M s for a d m in is tra tio n  an d  
sate llite  d ishes for the de livery  o f  in - 
serv ice in fo rm a tio n . H ow ever , the  
d ic tu m  stands— garbage  in , garbage

Schoolhouse Project.
At the 1994 Australian Science Fes

tival students from Wanniassa Hills 
Primary School participated in the first 
Global Schoolhouse conference for 
Oceanside, California, using the CU- 
SeeMe software. The Wanniassa Hills 
students have been studying aspects of 
living in space with a view to sharing 
their experiences and exchanging ideas 
across the Internet Ilie students were 
also able to question a scientist from the 
Jet Propulsion Laboratory, USA.

Opportunities such as this, where 
students in one country can exchange 
information with students in other 
countries, and with specialists in every 
field of study, are an exciting new appli
cation of the world-wide Internet.

out. I saw  one o f  the V C E  program s 
th a t cam e th ro u gh  on the sa te llite  
an d  it invo lved  som eone s it t in g  in 
front o f  a cam era read ing  a scrip t in 
a du ll m onotone . It w as fifties te lev i
sio n  u s in g  n in e tie s  te ch n o lo g y . In 
fact, it w o u ld  have been m ore useful, 
an d  ch eap er , to have p h o to co p ied  
the text an d  c ircu la ted  it. T h e  p o in t 
I’m  m ak in g  is th at it is peop le and  
the quality ' o f  the ir ideas that m ake 
good  educatio n , and  good  business, 
an d  not ju st the m ed ia that they  use.

E d ucatio n  has not re a lly  
changed  m u ch  since the days o f  Soc
rates— the rea lly  im p o rtan t th in g  is 
the re lationsh ip  betw een  tw o h u m an  
beings, the teacher and  the studen t. 
Few  peop le w ho  look back  on  the ir 
educatio n  p ay  m uch  atten tio n  to the 
tech no lo gy  that w as used  to present 
in fo rm atio n . W h a t  th ey  rem em b er 
m ost v iv id ly  is the ab ility  o f  teachers 
to co m m u n ica te  their ideas.

T h is  p o in t has p a r t ic u la r  r e l 
evance to lib raries. Few  areas in the 
school have been so affected by  tech 
n o lo gy . W e  g et o ur c a ta lo g u in g  
d o w n lo aded  from  S C IS . C ircu la tio n

Students from  W anniassa 
Hills Primary S choo l 
a c c e s s in g  the Internet via a 
com pu ter at the s ch o o l

Schools and Internet
M i c h e l e  H u s t o n  is  j u s t i f i a b l y  e x c i t e d  b y  th is  n e w  
e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t y


