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A L IA  c o n f e r e n c e s  
D u rin g  m y  recen t a tten d a n c e  at th e  
Library M ana gem en t '94: into th e 
21st C entury C onference in  S y d n e y , I 
to o k  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  p o n d e r  c o n 
fe re n c es  fo r  th e  p ro fe s s io n  a n d  
A L I A ’s ro le  th e re in .

O u r  m e m b e rs h ip  is w e ll a w a re  
o f  th e  m a n y  co n fe ren ces w h ic h  a p 
p e a r o n  o u r  p ro fe s s io n a l c a le n d a r  
d u rin g  each  year, a n d  th e y  g en era lly  
s u p p o r t  each  o f  th ese  A L I A  in it ia 
tives . C o n fe re n c e s  c o n t in u e  to  
a b o u n d : th e  last se t o f  G e n e ra l  
C o u n c i l  p a p ers  a n n o u n c e d  th e  
C a ta lo g u e rs , P u b lic  L ib ra rie s , O n  
L in e  O n  D isc , L ib ra ry  T ec h n ic ia n s , 
a n d  th e  A s ia  P a c ific , H e a lth  a n d  
L a w  L ib ra ria n s  c o n fe re n c e s  fo r  
1 9 9 5 ,  as w e ll as o u r  n e x t B ie n n ia l 
c o n fe re n c e  in  M e lb o u rn e  in  1 9 9 6 .  
N o t to  m e n tio n  th e  jo in t  N Z L IA /  
A L I A  J o in t  C o n fe re n c e  in  W e llin g 
to n  N e w  Z e a la n d  th is  S e p te m b e r ,  
a n d  a p ro p o s e d  A u s tra l ia n  L ib ra ry  
F air to  be h e ld  in c o n ju n c tio n  w ith  
th e  A B P A  B o o k  F a ir  a t F )a rlin g  
H a rb o u r  in  Ju n e  th is year.

A n d  so m e  3 0 0  (I w as to ld , an d  
so it seem ed ) m e m b e rs  o f  o u r  p ro 
fe ss io n  a tte n d e d  th e  L ib ra ry  M a n 
a g em en t c o n fe re n c e  in  S y d n e y . T h is  
c o n fe re n c e  w as n o t  o rg a n ise d  b y  
ALLA, th o u g h  A L I A  m em b ers  gave  
p ap ers a n d  w e re  d e leg ates to  it. Its 
th e m e  w as p o p u la r , th o u g h  in th e  fi
n a l a n a lys is  it  w a s  q u e s tio n a b le  
w h e th e r  w e  w e re  le d  in to  lib ra ry  
m a n a g e m e n t fo r  th e  2 1 s t  c e n tu ry ;  
w e ra th e r d w e lt  o n  case stud ies o f  to 
d a y . N e v e rth e le s s , th e  th e m e  a t 
tra c te d  lib ra ry  a n d  in fo rm a t io n  
p ro fe s s io n a ls  f ro m  acro ss a ll d isc i
p lin es an d  in te rest g ro u p s  an d  it w as  
a re w a rd in g  ex p erien ce  to  be p resen t  
at su ch  a g a th e rin g . T h e  co n fe re n c e  
a lso  a llo w e d  each  o f  us to  a tte n d  
e v e ry  p a p e r a n d  n o t  be faced  w ith  
th e  d i f f ic u lt  c h o ic e s  n e c essa ry  in  
s trea m ed  co n fe ren ces.

In th e  lis t o f  A L L A  s u p p o r te d  
c o n fe re n c es  w e  h a v e  in  1 9 9 5 ,  h o w  
m a n y  s im ila r  o p p o r tu n it ie s  w i ll  
th e re  be fo r  all o f  o u r  m e m b e rsh ip  
to  sh are  th e ir  th o u g h ts  a n d  m e th o d 
o lo g ies  in  th e  m a n y  c h a llen g es  
w h ic h  face  th e  p ro fe s s io n  to d a y ?  
W i l l  w e  p e rp e tu a te  a s e c tio n a l a p 
p ro a c h  to  o u r  exp erien ces, o ften  o n  
th e  m isu n d ers ta n d in g  th a t o n ly  ‘o u r' 
se c tio n  is faced  w i th  c e rta in  issues  
w h ic h  w e  p e rc e iv e  as u n iq u e , re a 
so n in g  th a t h a n d lin g  these issues is 
also u n iq u e  to  ‘o u r ’ section?

C o n fe re n c e  o rg an isers m ig h t a r
g u e th a t each  c o n fe re n c e  w ill h ave  a 
th e m e , a n d  th a t  a n y o n e  is ab le  to

s u b m it a p a p e r a ro u n d  th is th em e. 
M y  e x p erien ce  at m a n y  o f  o u r  c o n 
fe ren ces is th a t w e  u su a lly  sh are  o u r  
th o u g h ts  o n  o u r  sec tio n a l in terests, 
b u t  ra re ly  sh a re  th e m  acro ss th e  
b o a rd . W i l l  a re c e n t in it ia t iv e  b y  
p u b lic  lib ra ria n s  to  h o ld  th e ir  o w n  
c o n fe re n c e  ta k e  a w a y  th o se  p u b lic  
l ib ra ry  p ap ers  I e n jo y e d  at o u r  B ie n 
n ia l c o n fe re n c es  a n d  leave  o n ly  the  
a c a d e m ic  l ib ra ry  se c to r  a n d  o c c a 
s io n a l ‘o th e rs ’ to  p o n d e r  o u r  fu tu re  
a t th is ven u e?

I p o se  th e se  q u e s tio n s  fo r  th e  
p ro fess io n  to  co n sid e r.

I a lso  ask , h o w  m u c h  d id  th e  
p ro fe s s io n  b e n e fi t  f in a n c ia l ly  f ro m  
th e  S y d n e y  L ib ra ry  M a n a g e m e n t  
co n fe ren ce? A  n u m b e r o f  p ro fess io n 
als g ave  (free ly?)  th e ir  t im e  in  th e  
p re p a ra tio n  a n d  p re se n ta tio n  o f  p a 
pers. If th e re  w e re  p ro fits , w e re  th e y  
fed  b ack  in to  th e  p ro fessio n  as is th e  
case w ith  ALLA?

A t its M a rc h  1 9 9 4  m eetin g , y o u r  
G e n e ra l C o u n c i l  d e lib e ra te d  o n  a 
n e w  set o f  C o n fe re n c e  G u id e lin e s  to  
assist in th e  m ech an ics o f  c o n fe re n c e  
o rg a n is a t io n  a n d  th ese  s h o u ld  be  
a v a i la b le  s h o r t ly  G e n e ra l C o u n c i l  
d id  n o t  p rescrib e  th e  typ es o f  c o n fe r
ences y o u  sh o u ld  ru n . W h a t  d o  y o u  
th in k ?

K erry  S?nith 
ALIA m em b er ; L ecturer, S ch oo l o f  

In fo rm a tion  & L ibrary Studies,
C urtin U niversity o f  T echnology;

WA G enera l C oun cillor

N o n - l ib r a r i a n s  in  o f f ic e  
I c a n ’t agree w ith  G a il R o b e rts o n ’s 
stan ce , in  h e r  w e ll- in te n tio n e d  le tte r  
( 2 9  A p r i l) ,  th a t th e  a p p o in tm e n t o f  
a n o n -lib ra r ia n  as E x ecu tive  D ire c 
to r  s ig n ifie s  d is re g a rd  fo r  p ro fe s 
s io n a l q u a lific a tio n s .

I th in k  w e  m u st v e e r  a w a y  fro m  
x e n o p h o b ic  a tt itu d e s  th a t  p ro fess  
o n e  m u s t ‘b e ’ a lib ra ria n  to  be ab le  
to  u n d e rs ta n d  lib ra rian s o r  lib ra ry  is
sues.

A n d  A L L A , a fte r all, is p le n tifu l 
in  p ro fe s s io n a l lib ra r ia n s . T h e y  
m a k e  u p  1 0 0 %  o f  its E x e cu tiv e , 
th e y  d o m in a te  its m e m b e rsh ip , and  
th e y  are  in c lu d e d  in its p a id  staff.

W h a t  A L I A  n e e d e d  w as s o m e 
o n e  w i th  le a d e rsh ip  a n d  b u sin ess  
m a n a g e m e n t cap ab ilities w h o  c o u ld  
assu m e re sp o n sib ility  fo r  a ran ge  o f  
d e m a n d in g  tasks th a t in c lu d e d  b u s i
ness p la n n in g , fa c ilitie s  m a n a g e 
m e n t, c o m p a n y  se c re ta ry  sk ills a n d  
p u b lic  re la tio n s. T h e  se lec tio n  c o m 
m itte e  w as o b v io u s ly  a fte r th e  best 
ca n d id a te ; th a t it o p te d  fo r  a n o n - li
b ra ria n  is p e rh ap s a m essage fo r  lib r

a ry  sc h o o ls  a n d  p ro fes s io n a l d e v e l
o p m e n t  o p p o r tu n it ie s  o ffe re d  b y  
e m p lo y e rs .

In  th e  m e a n t im e , d o n ’t s h o o t  
th e  m essen g er, w h o  h a p p e n s  to  be  
d o in g  a m ig h ty  fin e  jo b !

J a n  G aebler 
ALIA V ice-President

P r o fe s s io n a l  q u a l i f ic a t io n s  
It is v e ry  o d d  in d eed  to  fin d  in  th e  
sam e  issue o f  inC ite (n o . 4 )  an  as
sessm en t o f  J o h n  M e tc a lfe ’s c o n tr i
b u tio n  to  p ro fe s s io n a lis m  in  
A u s tra lia n  lib ra ria n sh ip  a n d  a re p o rt  
o n  A L L A  C o u n c i l ’s s h a m e fu l d e c i
s io n  (in  th e  Tmnkline in sert) to  d e 
g rad e  p ro fe s s io n a lis m  in  A u s tra lia n  
lib ra r ia n s h ip . I f  p e rso n s  w i th o u t  a 
p ro fe s s io n a l b a c k g ro u n d  m a y  n o w  
b e c o m e  F e llo w s o f  th e  A sso c ia tio n , 
w h o  ca n  h a v e  th e  s lig h te s t  re sp ec t  
fo r  lib ra ria n sh ip  in  th is  c o u n try ?

It is a d isg race  w h ic h  th e  A sso 
c ia tio n  w ill n o t  live  d o w n  fo r  d e c 
ades a n d  w h ic h  w i l l  d e t r im e n ta l ly  
a ffec t a ll a rg u m e n ts  fo r  b e tte r  deals  
fo r  lib ra rie s  a n d  lib ra r ia n s . I c a n ’ t 
im a g in e  th a t J o h n  M e tc a lfe  w o u ld  
h a v e  le t it h a p p en .

D H B orcha rd t

F re n c h  b o o k s  a n d  P a r is  
f la t s
J e a n -P a u l D e la m o tte , th e  H e a d  o f  
th e  A ssociation C ulturelle F ranco- 
A ustra lienne (A C F A )  in  P aris  
d ro p p e d  b y  to  see m e  th e  o th e r  d a y  
an d  asked i f  I c o u ld  assist in  p u b li
c is in g  th e  b o o k s  th a t  th e  A C F A  
P ress (La P etite M aison) p u ts  o u t.  
T h e  b o o k s  a re  e ith e r  t ra n s la t io n s  
in to  F re n c h  o f  A u s tra l ia n  w r ite rs ,  
e.g . F ra n k  M o o rh o u s e , K a th e r in e  
P ric h a rd  e tc ., o r  b o o k s b y  a n d  a b o u t  
P au l W e n z , th e  F ren ch  w r i te r  w h o  
live d  a n d  w o rk e d  in  N a n im a , N S W  
f ro m  1 8 9 2  u n til h is  d e a th  in  1 9 3 9 .  
T h e  re ce ip ts  fro m  sales g o  to  s u p 
p o r t  A C F A  ac tiv ities, w h ic h  in c lu d e  
p ro v id in g  lo w  cost a c c o m m o d a tio n  
to  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  A u s tra l ia n  c u l
tu ra l c o m m u n ity  v is it in g  P aris.

I  shou ld be happy to g iv e  details o f 
availab le titles a n d  the con ta ct address 
a n d  fax  num ber o f  ACFA to any in 
terested  in C ite  readers.

Lynn H ard  
L ibrarian, ADFA

J o b s  f o r  l i b r a r i a n s ?
It is ra th e r  d is a p p o in g  th a t  P h il 
T e e c e  ( inC ite  1 A p r i l  1 9 9 4  p . 1 6 )  
ch o o ses to  ig n o re  th e  exp erien ces o f  
a ran g e  o f  p eo p le  in  th e  lib ra ry  p ro 
fession  b y  g iv in g  fu r th e r  p u b lic ity  to  
th e  A B S  fo recast th a t o p p o rtu n it ie s
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fo r  lib ra ria n s  w ill g ro w  b y  8 4 %  o v e r  
th e  n e x t 7  years.

W h e r e  is th e  ev id en c e  th a t th e re  
is a 1 2 %  a n n u a l g ro w th  in jo b s fo r  
lib rarian s?

T h e re  is m u c h  ev id en c e  th a t e m 
p lo y m e n t  o p p o r tu n it ie s  fo r  l ib ra r 
ian s a re  c o n tra c t in g  ra th e r  th a n  
ex p a n d in g , w ith  sp ecia l lib ra ries p a r
tic u la r ly  b a d ly  h it. W i t h  a m a lg a m a 
t io n s  in  th e  u n iv e rs i ty  se c to r  a n d  
p e n d in g  c o u n c il a m a lg a m a tio n s  in  
V ic to r ia  (w ith  p o ssib le  im p lica tio n s  
fo r  th e  p u b lic  lib ra ry  sector) th e re  is 
li t t le  e v id e n c e  th a t  e ith e r  o f  th ese  
sectors w ill p ro v id e  in creased  o p p o r
tu n itie s .

T h e re  seem s to  b e  c o n s id e ra b le  
e v id en ce  th a t n e w  g rad u ates are  ex
p e rie n c in g  d iffic u lt ie s  se c u rin g  e m 
p lo y m e n t  (a n d  th is  s i tu a t io n  has  
b een  la m e n te d  fo r  so m e  years now !)  
b u t such o p tim is tic  p re d ic tio n s  w ill  
e n co u ra g e  m o re  s tu d en ts  to  ch o o se  
lib ra ria n sh ip  as a c a ree r o n ly  to  b e  
d isa p p o in te d  o r  fru s tra te d  at th e  en d  
o f  th e ir  co u rse s . C a n  y o u  b la m e  
th em ?

S u re ly  th e  ro le  o l  a p ro fessio n a l 
asso cia tio n  is to  so u n d  a n o te  o f  c a u 
t io n  (o r p ro v id e  fu r th e r  e n lig h te n 
m en t!)  ra th e r  th a n  to  s im p ly  en d o rse

p re d ic tio n s  w h ic h  ap p ea r to  h a v e  no  
lin k  w ith  rea lity .

D ennis W arren

H a v e  y o u  d o n e  a n y  
r e s e a r c h  l a t e l y . . . ?
. . . o r  h av e  y o u  s ta rted  a n y  research  
p ro jec ts?  I f  y o u  can  a n s w e r yes  to  
o n e  o f  these  q u estio n s, th e  A u s tra l
ian  C le a r in g  H o u se  fo r  L ib ra ry  an d  
I n fo rm a t io n  S c ie n c e  (A C H L I S )  
w o u ld  lik e  to  h e a r  f ro m  y o u .  
A C H L I S  has b een  p u b lis h in g  Aus
tralian Library an d  Inform ation Re
search (ALIR) since D e c e m b e r 1 9 9 2 ,  
w ith  th e  a g reem en t o f  th e  N a tio n a l 
L ib ra ry . C o n t in u a t io n  o f  ALIR d e 
p e n d s  o n  su ffic ie n t  c o n t r ib u t io n s  
fro m  a n y o n e  in v o lv e d  in  lib ra ry  an d  
in fo rm a tio n  sc ien ce  in  lib ra ries , in 
fo rm a t io n  se rv ices  o r  in  lib ra ry  
sch oo ls.

D on ’t h id e  y o u r  l i g h t  u n d er  a 
bushel: p lea se support A L I R  a n d  ask 
f o r  m e to s e n d  y o u  a da ta  r ep o r t  
fo rm  fr o m  N eville Aylmore, E ditor 
A u s t r a l ia n  L ib r a r y  a n d  I n f o r m a 
t io n  R e s e a rc h , Cl- ACHLIS, Uni
v ersity  o f  S ou th  A ustralia L ibrary, 
15 L om e A venue, M a g ill 5072. 
Tel: (08 ) 302  4439; fax :
(08) 302  4695. ■

UBTEC is 
operational
J e a n  B a i l e y  a n n o u n c e s  a  
n e w  e le c tro n ic  m a ilin g  list 
f o r  l ib r a r y  te c h n ic ia n s  
LIBTEC has been established as an 
electronic mailing list to facilitate ex
change and discussion matters relating 
to library technicians in Australia. 
LIBTEC will provide a forum for con
sultation, discussion, questions, news, 
and announcements about events and 
is available to practitioners, employers^ 
educators, and anyone interested in 
library technician affairs.

Matters o f primary interest will in
clude education, training and develop
ment, competencies, workforce issues, 
representation, influence, standards, 
and any other matters which may be of 
interest or relevance to library techni
cians.

The list owner is Jean Bailey who 
is supported by the University o f Syd
ney Information Service which main
tains LIBTEC via a listserv facility. To 
subscribe to LIBTEC mail to 
listserv@is.su.edu.au with message 
‘subscribe LIBTEC your name’.

■ H H H H B H S H B R H H i

DEMO
DISK

INMAGIC
; Z * W

F in d  o u t f o r  y o u r s e l f ,  

w h y  m o re  l ib r a r ie s  

w o r ld w id e  h a v e  

a u to m a te d  w ith  

I N M A G I C  P lu s  th a n  

w ith  a n y  o th e r  

s o f tw a r e ,

Trimagic Software
Ph: (0 2)4 13  1799 
Fx: (0 2)4 13  17 10  

Freecall: 008 267 937

■ take a fresh look at Australian art

1 MALGAMATIONS p r t
s p a  f f e r n S *

f j j  1  &  T h e

■ a e f
n o w

o ve r 4 5 0  im ages on CD-ROM

■  p r o f i t  o r  L o s s ? An exciting new Australian CD-ROM 
on contemporary art and artists:

Edited by
John Thawley and Philip G Kent •  more than 4 5 0  quality colour 

images of works by 48  artists

M e lb o u rn e  ; A L IA  U n iv e rs ity , 
C o lleg e  an d  R esearch  L ib raries  
S e c tio n , V ic to ria n  G ro u p ,  
C a ta lo g u in g  S e c tio n ,
V ic to ria n  G ro u p  and  
A cq u isitio n s S e c tio n , 1 9 9 3

•  descriptive/educational 
commentary with each picture

•  multimedia interviews with a 
selection of artists

•  biographies and bibliographies

IS B N  0  8 6 8 0 4  4 9 4  6 •  runs on Macintosh and Windows

A va ilab le  fro m :
A L IA  H ead  O ffice , C a n b erra  
$ 2 5  m em b ers  
$ 3 8  n o n -m e m b e rs  
$ 3  p o s t and packing.

di scovery 0flly $495  
I W T j schools price $ 2 9 5 *

‘special introductory price

Contact Discovery Media for more details 
fox: 02 369 2276 tel: 02 369 4314 or 

write to: P0 Box 263 Woollahra 2025 NSW

mailto:listserv@is.su.edu.au

