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leading in futures
A la n  B u n d y  s h a r e s  h is  t h o u g h t s  o n  th e  r e c e n t  P u b lic  L ib r a r ie s  C o n f e r e n c e

Alan also edited and pub
lished the P ro ceed in gs . In 
his Forew ord  he notes 
that it had been too long be
tween conferences. The last na
tional conference for Australian  

public lib raries, S h a r in g  o u r  
skills, was held just over ten years 
ago, in N ovem ber 19 8 3 , at 
M onash U niversity . A  second  
Australian conference for public 
libraries was held in M elbourne  
1-3  February o f  this year.

A lan continues: ‘P u b lic lib ra r
ies: tra d in g  in fu tu r e s  attracted over 
300  participants from around Aus
tralia, and from New Zealand too, 
for what the historian o f public li
braries in 50 years time may well 
identify as a national turning point 
for them.

‘The differences between the 
19 8 3  and the 1 9 9 4  conference  
suggest w hy. In 1 9 8 3  the p ro 
gram focus was professional ex
change, and it contained some 
interesting, and still relevant, pa
pers on topics such as literacy, 
com m unity  in form ation, service 
to ethnic com m unities and A bo
rigines. There were just 69  par
ticipants, overw helm ingly  from  
V ic to ria , w ith  some states not 
represented at all. There were no 
elected representatives from local 
governm ent. By contrast T rad in g  
in  fu t u r e s  was, in participatory  
terms, a claim ant to be the first 
A ustralian national public lib rar
ies conference. There was good 
representation from  all states and 
territories, New Zealand and of 
elected councillo rs and aider- 
men.

‘So what did the 19 9 4  confer
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ence, the outcom e o f much hard 
w ork  by D oug Savige and his 
V icto rian  A LIA and T echnilib  
colleagues, achieve? A part from  
the usual benefits which such 
conferences provide, including  
an excellent trade exh ib ition , 
perhaps the m ajor achievem ent 
was recognition o f  the need for a 
national strategic focus so that 
public libraries can lead in soci
e ty ’s future. The state and te rri
to ry  parochialness w hich has 
thw arted  national and co o rd i
nated advocacy o f  the im p o r
tance o f  public libraries is at least 
now a debating point. 
‘M anifestations o f  this achieve
m ent were:
® a decision to establish a na

tional working group to iden
tify  the best way o f  
im plem enting a national o r 
ganisation and focus for public 
librarians and libraries;

• acceptance by ALIA o f respon
sib ility  for publishing a data
base o f  all A ustralian  public  
library organisations and asso
ciations;

• a decision to hold the second 
national conference in Sydney  
in 19 9 5  and thereafter in A d 
elaide;

• the outcom es o f  a strategic  
planning forum  held im m edi
ately after the conference.'

The P ro ce ed in g s  make a well- 
presented volum e o f  190  pages, 
containing tw enty-tw o papers in 
cluding the panel discussion R e
tu rn  on  in v e s tm en t  but not the 
discussion in o ther sessions. 
Topics included social ind ica
tors, future markets, technology,
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local governm ent, in fo rm ation  
and dem ocracy, testing the m ar
ket, open learning, the future o f  
the public library. A  nice touch  
by the editor is They sa id  it, es
sentia lly  four pages o f  ‘pull 
quotes’ , such as Stop th in k in g  o f  
l ib ra r ie s  as co lle c t io n s . S tart th ink 
in g  o f  th em  a n d  p r o m o t in g  th em  
as a c c e s s  p o in t s  (A lison C rook), 
printed all together at the front 
on coloured paper.

These P ro c e e d in g s  should be 
required reading for all public li
brarians and all who fund or ad
m inister them, d heir colleagues 
in other libraries have also much 
to gain from  the papers. A nother 
conference, P u b lic  lib ra r ie s : w h a t  
a r e  th e y  w o r th ,  w ill be held in 
Sydney, 1 3 -1 5  N ovem ber 1995 . 
Put it in your diary now.

P u b li c  L ib ra ries : t r a d in g  in  
F u tu res  is available from  the 
A uslib  Press, PO Box 6 2 2 ,  
Blackwood SA 5 0 5 1 , telephone:
(08) 2 7 8  4 3 6 3 , fax: (08) 2 78  
4 0 0 0 , price $ 3 6  plus $8  p& h. 
ISBN 1 8 7 5 1 4 5  29  X.
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