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P o r t r a it s  in  s c ie n c e
A n n  M o y a l  h a s  p r o d u c e d  a  f i n e  v o l u m e  in  t h e  
N L A  o r a l  h i s t o r y  s e r i e s

The N ation al Library o f  Aus­
tralia has been record ing  
oral histories since the late 
1950s. It has published tw o previ­
ous volu m es, S e l f  P o rtra its  and A r t ­
i s ts ’ P o r tra its , o f  writers and artists 

respectively , based on  interview s 
cond u cted  over a tw enty-five year 
period by H azel de Berg.

In 1 9 9 2  the Library invited  
Ann M oyal to add to these books 
by interview ing som e o f  Australia’s 
leading scien tists, so recogn ising, 
as W arren H o r to n  says in his 
Foreword, ‘the singular con trib u ­
tion  w h ich  sc ien tific  endeavour  
has m ade to the national life and 
w h ich  has brought in tern ational 
recognition  to Australia.’

The b oo k  is a com p ila tion  o f  
interviews w ith  a dozen scientists 
w h o have been  h igh  achievers in 
their various scientific d isciplines, 
nine m en and three w o m en . A 
1972 interview w ith  Harry M essel 
and a 1967  interview  w hich forms 
the in trod uction  to Sir M ark O li-  
p h a n t’s chapter are from  H azel

de Berg, ed ited  by Ann  
M oyal; the rem aining in ter­
view s are all by A nn M oyal. 
T h e  sc ien tists’ ow n inform al 
stories about their lives and  
their work give a fascinating  
in sigh t in to  the processes o f  
science and into the ways in 
w hich  gifted people, whatever 
their origins, forge ahead to 
m ake their mark in their ch o ­
sen fields and on society.

T his is a book that can be 
heartily recom m en ded  as in ­
form ative, inspirational and ‘a 
jo lly  good  read'. P o r tr a its  in  
S c ie n c e  is available from  the 
N L A  Shop and C o m m o n ­
w ealth  G overn m en t B oo k ­
shops at $ 2 3 .9 5  rrp. (IS B N  0 
6 4 2  10616  9)

Sir M a rk  O lip h a n t sta n d s  
o u ts id e  the A N U 's  R esearch  
S c h o o l o f  P hysica l S c ien ces, 

w hich  h e  fo u n d ed .
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c i r c u l a t i o n  d e s k  
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