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V i r g i n a  W a l s h
E x e c u t iv e  D ir e c to r

T h e s e  s t a t i s t i c s  d e m o n s t r a t e  
t h a t  l i b r a r i e s  a r e  a  w e l l -  

u s e d  c o m m u n i t y  r e s o u r c e  
a n d  w e  s h o u l d  e n s u r e  t h a t  

t h i s  f a c t  i s  w e l l - k n o w n  t o  
p o l i c y - m a k e r s  a n d  f u n d i n g  

b o d i e s  i n  a l l  s p h e r e s  o f  
g o v e r n m e n t .

It was Sam uel L anghorne  
C lem ens, better know n by his 
pen nam e M ark T w ain , w h o  
wrote in his autobiography ‘T here 
are three kinds o f  lies: lies, dam ned  
lies, and sta tistics .’ W h ile  these  

words have entered the vernacular, 
the pru dence o f  the observation  
that w e m ust exercise caution  
w hen interpreting statistics should  
not be forgotten.

W ith  this caveat established , 
the release o f  C u l tu r a l  T re n d s  in  
A u s tr a lia  : a  s ta tis tic a l o v e rv ie w  by 
the Australian Bureau o f  Statistics 
(ABS) on 30 June provides us w ith  
som e reassuring inform ation about 
libraries. A  num ber o f  d ifferent 
surveys have been drawn together 
to establish a profile o f  attendance

at cultural venues, em ploym ent in 
culture and governm ent outlays on  
culture.

In June 1991 the ABS surveyed 
atten d an ce at eight selected  cu l
tural venues, one o f  w hich  was ‘the 
library’. The highest participation  
rates for all venues were recorded  
for library attendances (36 .7% ). 
T hese participation rates varied ac
cording to the age and sex o f  the 
participants w ith the highest par
ticipation rate for w om en occuring  
in the 3 5 -4 4  year age group where 
53.4%  had visited a library at least 
on ce in the previous twelve  
m on th s. T h e  survey also found  
that, in relation to library attend
ance:
• High participation rates (over

85% ) occurred in the you nger  
age group (18 to 44  years).

• Frequency o f  visits tended to in 
crease w ith  age w ith  4 8 .1%  o f  
library users aged 65 and over 
atten d in g  a library m ore than  
15 tim es over the 12 m onth  sur
vey period.

• Survey participants with a terti
ary degree recorded tw ice the 
participation rate o f  those w ith  
no qualifications (62 .8%  and 
30.2%  respectively).

• O ver 43%  o f  unem ployed  per
sons and 51 .4%  o f  part-tim e  
em ployees used a library during  
the survey period.

• O f  those w h o  did not v isit a 
library, 4 .8%  cited illness, d is
ability or language problem s as a
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L ib ra ry  attendance by eidai and sex, 1991

rate (per cent)
Females Persons

■
P art-tim e em p lo y ed  
Total em p lo y ed  
U n em p loy ed  
N ot in labour force  
Total

Source: ABS, A ttenda nce  a t Selected Culture
.In ' w rn i

27.2
45 .1
28.6
37.8
33.8r30.4

raha, June 1991 (4114.0)

venue/activity
Participation rates at venues and activities, Australia 1991

Library

Art gallery

Popular music concert

Dance perform ance

Musical th ea tre

O ther th ea tre

Classical music concert

10 _ J ______________________ i__
20 percent 30

□  fem ales 

E l males

40

reason but 91 .9%  o f  non-users  
said no barriers prevented them  
from visiting a library.

T h ese  statistics dem on strate  
that libraries are a w ell-used co m 
m u n ity  resource and w e sh ou ld  
ensure that this fact is w ell-k now n  
to policy-m akers and funding b od 
ies in all spheres o f  governm ent. 
Because survey participants were

all over 18 years o f  age the ABS  
also assum ed that responses ex
cluded visits to school and special 
libraries. W h ile  som e respondents 
m ay have v isited  university or 
T A FE  libraries, w e m ust assum e 
that these figures principally apply 
to public libraries.

O n e o f  the d ifficu lties we en 
countered w h en  attem pting to co l

late library sta
tistics is the d i
versity o f  the 
c o l l e c t i o n  
agencies. A n 
other is the 
incomparability 
o f  sets o f  statis
tics. In spite o f  
the caution we 
should  exercise 
w h en  dealing  
w ith  statistics  
they provide  
an im portant 
basis for estab
lish in g  the  
value o f  librar
ies. For this 
reason ALIA  
has em barked  
on a statistics 
c o l l e c t i o n  
project w h ich  

will encom pass libraries in all sec
tors. W e hope to m ake a com pre
h en sive report available to 
m em bers in M ay 1 9 9 5 — to c o 
in cid e  w ith  A ustralian Library 
W eek. In the interm , if  you want 
m ore inform ation about the ABS 
statistics appearing in this colum n, 
you  should acquire ABS Catalogue  
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E x perienced  a n d  qu alified  lib ra ry  s ta ff  
available for tem p o ra ry  an d  p e rm a n e n t 
positions - all sectors, all levels.
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S p e c i a l  L ib r a r ie s  

S c h o o l  L ib r a r ie s  
U n iv e r s i t y  L ib r a r ie s  

P u b l ic  L ib r a r ie s ,  e t c
Call Doug Allen on
(02) 634-5699 (voice)
(02) 899-9667 (fax)
018-265-732 (mobile)

am arc Data In te rna tiona l Pty Ltd
5 Pioneer Place 
Castle Hill NSW 2154

P l a c e m e n t
w a n te d . . .
Stephanie Nakatt, Head Mistress 
and head of the library of 
Namatanai High School, PNG, is a 
member of the School Library 
Association of PNG who is looking 
for a placement in a secondary 
school here for 2-4 months to gain 
work experience in preparation for 
her school's enrolling years 11 and 
12. Offers directly to Stephanie, 
please, at Namatanai High School, 
PO Box 4, Namatanai, New Ireland 
Province, PNG.


