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t was Samuel Langhorne
Clemens, better known by his
pen name Mark Twain, who

wrote in his autobiography ‘There
are three kinds of lies: lies, damned
lies, and statistics.” While these

words have entered the vernacular,
the prudence of the observation
that we must exercise caution
when interpreting statistics should
not be forgotten.

With this caveat established,
the release of Cultural Trends in
Australia : a statistical overview by
the Australian Bureau of Statistics
(ABS) on 30 June provides us with
some reassuring information about
libraries. A number of different
surveys have been drawn together
to establish a profile of attendance
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Appeals Tribunal's informational video
provides an overview of its
processes—essential viewing for
potential users.

The video Getting Decisions Right is
available from:
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These statistics demonstrate

that libraries are a well-

used community resource
and we should ensure that
this factiswell-known to
policy-makers and funding

at cultural venues, employment in
culture and government outlays on
culture.

In June 1991 the ABS surveyed
attendance at eight selected cul-
tural venues, one of which was ‘the
library’. The highest participation
rates for all venues were recorded
for library attendances (36.7%).
These participation rates varied ac-
cording to the age and sex of the
participants with the highest par-
ticipation rate for women occuring
in the 35-44 year age group where
53.4% had visited a library at least
once in the previous twelve
months. The survey also found
that, in relation to library attend-

ance; _—
* High participation rates (over
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bodies in all spheres of

government.

85%) occurred in the younger
age group (18 to 44 years).
Frequency of visits tended to in-
crease with age with 48.1% of
library users aged 65 and over
attending a library more than
15 times over the 12 month sur-
vey period.

« Survey participants with a terti-
ary degree recorded twice the
participation rate of those with
no qualifications (62.8% and
30.2% respectively).

*« Over 43% of unemployed per-
sons and 51.4% of part-time
employees used a library during
the survey period.

» Of those who did not visit a
library, 4.8% cited illness, dis-
ability or language problems as a
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Participation rates at venues and activities, Australia 1991
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reason but 91.9% of non-users
said no barriers prevented them
from visiting a library.

These statistics demonstrate

that libraries are a well-used com-

munity resource and we should
ensure that this fact is well-known

to policy-makers and funding bod-

ies in all spheres of government.
Because survey participants were
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all over 18 years of age the ABS
also assumed that responses ex-
cluded visits to school and special
libraries. While some respondents
may have visited university or
TAFE libraries, we must assume
that these figures principally apply
to public libraries.

One of the difficulties we en-
countered when attempting to col-
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late library sta-
tistics is the di-
versity of the
collection
agencies. An-
other is the
incomparability
of sets of statis-
tics. In spite of
the caution we
should exercise
when dealing
with statistics
they  provide
an important

7 females basis for estab-

lishing  the
value of librar-
les. For this
reason  ALIA
has embarked
on a statistics
collection
project which
will encompass libraries in all sec-
tors. We hope to make a compre-
hensive  report available to
members in May 1995—to co-
incide with Australian Library
Week. In the interm, if you want
more information about the ABS
statistics appearing in this column,
you should acquire ABS Catalogue
N° 4172.0. 1
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Placement

wanted...

Stephanie Nakatt, Head Mistress
and head of the library of
Namatanai High School, PNG, is a
member of the School lerary
Association of PNG who is looking
for a ﬁlacement in a secondary
school here_for 2-4 months to gain
work experience in preparation for
her school's enrolling years 11 and
12. Offers directly to Stephanie,
lease, at Namatanai High School
Box 4, Namatanai, Néw Ireland
Province, PNG.,



