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Janet M cFarlane has left the State 
Library o f N SW  where she worked 
for 16  years to join Blackwell’s to 
run the newly created periodical 
help desk. In her new position  
Janet will assist in the provision o f 
the com pany’s periodical service 
for Australian and New Zealand 
material, as well as handle periodi­
cal customer services enquiries re­

ferred to Blackwell’s Sydney office.
M argaret W hitstock, formerly 

Reference/Circulation Librarian at 
the Binwood Campus o f  Deakin 
University, has been Assistant Law 
Librarian at the University o f  
Hong Kong for the past four years. 
She is now taking up the position 
o f Systems Librarian at the Open 
Polytechnic o f  New Zealand

(TOPNZ). Margaret was a mem­
ber o f the Com m ittee o f the Vic­
torian Branch o f the Cataloguers’ 
Section, and represented them on 
the Victorian Branch Council.

She is looking forward to re­
newing Australian contacts at the 
ALIA/NZLIA joint conference in 
W ellington, where she is now lo­
cated. ■

T h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  c h a n g e
J u l i e  P h i l l ip s  chronicles a  16-year association betw een 
a  local architect an d  the City of Prospect

This interior view captures the feeling o f light and space

David Gilbert, from the national 
architectural firm W oodhead  
Firth Lee (formerly Woodhead Aus­
tralia), first became involved with 
the Corporation o f the City o f Pros­
pect, SA, and the Nailsworth Pri­

mary School in 1977, when he was 
commissioned to adapt part o f the 
school building into a public library. 
David recalls that at the time he had 
to argue strongly for the retention 
and re-use o f the existing building.

David believes that in many cases 
new is not necessarily the answer. In 
this case, the school building was ide­
ally located for a library building. 
The building was much loved by the 
community and on completion 
could he used by both the general 
public and students from the school. 
Not having to purchase land for the 
project reduced the cost and the 
planning stages proved that a func­
tionally efficient library could be de­
veloped from the existing resource.

In 1987  David was again ap­
proached by the C ity o f Prospect, 
this time to turn an old house next 
door to the Library into a Comm u­
nity Arts Centre. A  new building 
was also required between the two 
older buildings, to be used as an Art 
Gallery, linking all three buildings 
together. Like the first, this second 
commission proved extremely suc­

cessful: the new building was built 
o f stone to match the originals, inte­
grating old and new perfectly.

Late last year, David Gilbert 
completed a third commission, 
funded from the 1992 Federal Local 
Governm ent Capital W orks Pro­
gram, to enlarge the library by en­
closing a former courtyard.

A  curving roof linked the two 
wings o f the old building; the east fa­
cade is all glass, shaded by a decora­
tive timber screen reminiscent of the

old school yard shelter shed. This 
glass wall feature within the third 
stage has given an unexpected benefit, 
bringing natural light right into the 
centre o f the library itself. The users 
o f the library took to their new area 
as if it were a new family room within 
their home!

After 16 years of development, the 
result is a community facility that fully 
satisfies the needs of its modern-day 
users, more than a century after the 
original building was constructed. ■
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D o  y o u  w a n t  t o  

w o r k  i n  t h e  U K ?
TFPL has a regular demand fo r tem porary library and in fo rm ation  staff.

We require qualified or experienced people fo r vacancies which last 
from  a few  days to  many months.

Contact Darron Chapman or Julia Stansfield Webster on 071 251 5522

BH H  on your arrival or whenever you're seeking library / in fo rm ation work 
during your stay.
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