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D e m i s e  o f  t h e  A J C P
G r a e m e  P o w e l l  has h a d  a  lo n g  association  w ith  the A u s tra lia n  Jo in t C o p y in g  Project, 
l o w  d efunct

A JC P  sta lw arts M a rg a re t Phillips (on left), M icro film  L ibrarian a t the N L A  w h o  h a s  e d ite d  a  
n u m b e r  o f  A JC P  H a n d b o o k s ; S a ra  Jo yn es  w h o  w a s  th e  last A JC P  O ffic e r  in London  7 9 8 7 -9 3 ;  
a n d  G ra m e  P ow ell w h o  w a s  h e r  p r e d e c e s s o r , 1 9 7 9 -8 7 .

he Australian Joint 
Copying Project, 
one o l the oldest 

m icrofilm ing projects in 
the world and an out
standing example ol Aus
tralian library cooperation, 
came to an end on 30 
June 1993.

The Project was initi
ated by the N ational 
Library (NLA) and the 
State Library o f  N S W  in 
1 945 and m icrofilm ing at 
the Public Records O ffice 
in L ondon com m enced  
in 1948. It continued  
w ith ou t a break for 
45 years and in that time 
produced 10 000 reels o f  
film o f  manuscript mate
rial relating to Australia,
N ew  Zealand and the Pa
cific.

The documents filmed 
were held in all the major 
libraries and archives in 
Britain and Ireland and 
material was also located 
and copied in museums, 
learned societies, busi
nesses and private homes.
They dared from the mid
eighteenth century and documented  
such themes as exploration, colonisa
tion, convict transportation, free em i
gration, politics and public
administration, defence and military 
conflict, foreign policy, imperial rela
tions, trade and foreign investment, 
science and sport.

In addition to the two original 
partners, about twenty libraries in 
Australia and N ew  Zealand at various 
times contributed to the funding o f  
the AJCP. Complete or partial sets o f  
the film are held in a number o f  li
braries in both countries.

Since 1988 the N L A  had alone 
been responsible for the administra
tion o f  the AJCP and it had foreseen 
that the Project would have to end 
in 1993. Rising film costs, poor ex
change rates and declining acquisi
tion budgets had m ade it 
increasingly difficult to m aintain  
full-tim e staff in London and carry 
out an active film ing program. 
M oreover, w hile m anuscripts o f  
Australian and Pacific material will 
continue to com e to light in Britain, 
it was felt that most o f  the outstand
ing collections, particularly from the

colonial period, had been filmed and 
that the original aims o f  the Project 
had been well and truly achieved.

T he N L A  remains interested in 
identifying and, where possible, 
copying unique material o f  Austral
ian interest held in other countries, 
thereby m aking it more accessible to 
Australian researchers. Film ing  
projects in European countries, 
N orth  Am erica or elsewhere are 
likely to be smaller and more specific 
than the AJCP but it is hoped that 
they would be carried out on a co
operative basis.
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