February 1994

D em ise of th e

inCite

AJCP

21

Graeme Powell has had a long association with the Australian Joint Copying Project,

low defunct

he Australian Joint

Copying Project,

one ol the oldest
microfilming projects in
the world and an out-
standing example ol Aus-
tralian library cooperation,
came to an end on 30
June 1993.

The ProLect was initi-
ated Dby the National
Library (NLA) and the
State Library of NSW in
1945 and mwrofilming at
the Public Records Office
in London commenced
in 1948. It continued
without a break for
45 years and in that time
Produced 10 000 reels of
ilm of manuscript mate-
rial relating to Australia,
New Zealand and the Pa-
cific.

The documents filmed
were held in all the major
libraries and archives in
Britain and Ireland and
material was also located
and copied in museums,
learned societies, busi-
nesses and private homes.
They dared from the mid-
eighteenth century and documented
such themes as exploration, colonisa-
tion, convict transportation, free emi-
gration,  politics and public
administration, defence and military
conflict, foreign policy, imperial rela-
tions, trade and foreign investment,
science and sport.

In addition to the two original
partners, about twenty libraries in
Australia and New Zealand at various
times contributed to the funding of
the AJCP. Complete or partial sets of
the film are held in a number of li-
braries in both countries.

L A S

Since 1988 the NLA had alone
been responsible for the administra-
tion of the AJCP and it had foreseen
that the Project would have to end
in 1993. Rising film costs, poor ex-
change rates and declining acquisi-
tion ~ budgets had made it
increasingly difficult to maintain
full-time staff in London and carry
out an active filming program.
Moreover, while manuscripts of
Australian and Pacific material will
continue to come to light in Britain,
it was felt that most of the outstand-
ing collections, particularly from the

T 1

HELP FOR INTER-LIBRARY LOAN STAFF!

Australian guide to interlending and document delivery

The Guide has been developed by the ACLIS (NSW) Interlibrary Loan
Committee in consultation with representatives in each State and
Territory and with input from libraries in all sectors and of all sizes.
The Guide is designed as a procedure manual for anyone whose work
involves interlibrary loans or document supply and aims to encourage
uniform practices in interlending and document delivery in Australia. It

may also be used as a basis for developing inhouse manuals.

An essential too! for requesters and lenders
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AJCP stalwarts Margaret Phillips (on left), Microfilm Librarian at the NLA who has edited a
number of AJCP Handbooks; Sara Joynes who was the last AJCP Officer in London 7987-93;
and Grame Powell who was her predecessor, 1979-87.

colonial period, had been filmed and
that the original aims of the Project
had been well and truly achieved.

The NLA remains interested in
identifying and, where possible,
copying unique material of Austral-
ian interest held in other countries,
thereby making it more accessible to
Australian  researchers.  Filming
projects in European countries,
North America or elsewhere are
likely to be smaller and more specific
than the AJCP but it is hoped that
they would be carried out on a co-
operative basis.



