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VISioN— A  new approach to 
reference networking in Victoria

V ic to rian  p ub lic  lib raries have 
lin k ed  w ith  the S tate  L ib rary  
o f  V ic to ria  in  an  innovative  

p ro ject to p ro v ide  im p ro ved  refer
ence  an d  in fo rm a tio n  serv ices. 
V IS io N — or the V ic to rian  In fo rm a
tio n  Serv ices N e tw o rk — w as offi-

Seen any 
good 
indexes 
lately?

The A u s tra lian  S o c ie ty  o f  In 
dexers M e d a l is a g a in  b e in g  
o ffered  for an  ‘o u ts ta n d in g ’ 

in d ex  to a b o o k  or p e r io d ic a l c o m 
p ile d  a n d  f irs t p u b lish e d  in  A u s 
t r a l ia  o r N ew  Z e a lan d . In  ad d it io n  
to  the  p re se n ta t io n  o f  a m e d a l to 
th e  w in n in g  in d exe r , a c e r tif ic a te  is 
p re sen ted  to th e  b o o k ’s p u b lish e r .

T o  be e lig ib le  fo r th e  aw a rd , 
th e  in d e x  m u st  be in  p r in t  an d  
m u st h ave  been  first p u b lish e d  a f
ter 1 9 9 1 . It m u st h ave  b een  c o m 
p ile d  in  A u s tra lia  o r N e w  Z e a lan d  
even  th o u g h  th e  tex t to  w h ic h  it 
re fers m a y  h av e  o r ig in a te d  e ls e 
w h ere .

F o r th e  aw a rd , in d e x e s  a re  
ju d g e d  a t th e  leve l o f  o u ts ta n d in g  
p ro fess io n a l ach iev em en t, th u s su f
f ic ien t m a te r ia l is re q u ired , b o th  in  
q u a lit y  an d  q u a n t ity , for ap p ra isa l. 
T h e  in d e x  sh o u ld  be su b s tan t ia l in  
s ize  (as a g u id e , a m in im u m  o f  
fo u r p age s , d o u b le  c o lu m n e d ) . 
T h e  su b je c t  m a t te r  sh o u ld  be 
co m p lex , re q u ir in g  g e n e ra lly  m o re  
th a n  o n e  c a te g o ry  o f  w ords/  
p h rases as in d ex  en trie s .

A ll in te re s te d  p e rso n s  a re  in 
v ite d  to  n o m in a te  up  to th ree  in 
d exes w h ic h  m e e t th e  ab o ve  
c r ite r ia , an d  w h ic h  th e y  regard  as 
w o r th y  o f  c o n s id e ra t io n . D o n ’t be 
b a sh fu l, y o u  c an  n o m in a te  y o u r  
o w n  in d ex !

P lease send  re co m m en d a tio n s 
w ith  b ib lio grap h ic  deta ils, i f  possib le 
to g e th er w ith  a co p y  o f  th e  b oo k  
(w h ich  w ill be re turned ) to T h e  Sec
re tary , A u stra lian  S o c ie ty  o f  Index
ers, G P O  Box 1 2 5 1 , M e lb o u rn e  
V ic to ria  3 0 0 1 , no later than  F rid ay  
16 S ep tem ber 1994 .

d a i ly  lau n ch ed  b y  the  P residen t o f  
the L ib raries B oard  o f  V ic to ria , the 
Rev D r Jo h n  Sco tt on 23  Ju n e  at the 
S tate  L ib rary . A b o u t 90  guests, in 
c lu d in g  m an y  referen ce  lib ra r ian s  
from  the  p u b lic  lib ra r y  secto r, a t 
ten ded  the laun ch .

V IS io N  provides an express ref
e ren ce  serv ice, b ased  at th e  S ta te  
L ib rary  o f  V ic to ria , for enqu iries be
yo n d  the resources o f  the local p u b 
lic  lib rary . T h e  service is p articu la rly  
re levan t for sm all lib raries an d  a to ll 
free p h o n e  n u m b er is p ro v id ed  to 
assist ru ra l lib ra ry  services.

T h e  serv ice is av a ilab le  d u r in g  
th e  n o rm a l o p e n in g  h ou rs o f  the  
S tate  L ib rary  o f  V icto ria . O th er as
pects o f  the V IS io N  service inc lude  
a p rogram  o f  tra in in g  for reference 
staff in  p ub lic  lib raries and  access to 
A u stra lia -w ide  census data.

E n su r in g  th a t th e  in fo rm a tio n  
ro le  o f  lo ca l p u b lic  lib ra r ie s  is e n 
h anced  b y  o ffering  a supp o rt service 
to V ic to rian  p ub lic  lib raries (and  not 
d ire c t ly  to l ib ra ry  u sers), V IS io N  
provides statew ide  access to the ex
tensive in fo rm ation  resources o f  the 
S tate  L ib rary  o f  V ic to ria . A  steering  
c o m m itte e  o f  rep resen ta tives from

VISioN coord ina tor, Jenn y Stocks, takes a 
r e fe r en ce  enquiry during the launch o f  the 
p ro je ct b y  the Rev Dr John Scott, President 
o f  the Libraries Board o f  Victoria.

m etro po litan  an d  rural pub lic  lib ra r
ies an d  the S tate  L ib rary  o f  V icto ria  
ensures that o pp o rtun itie s for coop
eration  are m ax im ised .

F u n d in g  o f  $ 1 5 5  0 0 0  over tw o 
years has been  p ro v id ed  for the  
p ro jec t b y  th e  O ffice  o f  L ib ra ry  
S erv ices, A rts V ic to r ia . For a b ro 
ch u re  or o th e r in fo rm atio n  ab o u t 
the service con tact V IS io N  C o o rd i
n a to r, J e n n y  S to cks on  
(03 ) 6 6 9  9 9 1 9 /  ■

Talking books 
to be awarded
Th e  sh o rt l is t  for th e  3 M  

T a lk in g  B o o k  o f  th e  Y ear 
A w ard s  in  b o th  th e  A d u lt  

an d  Y o u n g  P e o p le ’s c a te g o r ie s  
h ave  n o w  b een  d ec id ed . T h is  w il l  
be th e  f if te e n th  y e a r  o f  th ese  
aw ard s an d  th is  y e a r  the  w in n in g  
au th o r  an d  n a rra to r , in b o th  c a t 
e g o r ie s , w il l  e a ch  re ce iv e  a cash  
p rize o f  $2 0 0 0 . T o ta l p rize  m o n ey  
w il l  be $ 8  0 0 0 .

T h e  a w a rd s , w h ic h  a re  fo r l i t 
e r a r y  w o rk s  a v a i la b le  to  v is io n  
im p a ir e d  re a d e r s  a n d  re a d e rs  
w ith  o th e r  p r in t  d is a b il i t ie s ,  a re  
d iv id e d  in to  tw o  c a te g o r ie s— th e  
A d u lt  C a te g o r y  a n d  th e  V a r ie t y  
C lu b  y o u n g  P e o p le ’s C a te g o r y .  
B o th  c a te g o r ie s  a re  sp o n so red  b y  
3 M .

T h ese  ta lk in g  b o o k  aw ard s are  
o p en  to an y  A u s tra lia n  au th o r  o r 
an y  w o rk  w ith  s ig n if ic an t  A u s tra l
ian  c o n ten t. T h e y  are  d es ign ed  to 
re c o g n ise  th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  re 

c o rd e d  l it e r a tu r e  fo r p eo p le  w h o  
c a n n o t  re ad  p r in t . T h e  b o o ks , 
w h ic h  are  e n t ir e ly  u n ab r id g e d , are  
ju d g e d  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  a u th o r s ’ 
l ite ra ry  sk ills , th e  n a rra to rs ’ in te r 
p re tiv e  sk ills  an d  th e  q u a lit y  o f  the 
te c h n ic a l p ro d u c tio n .

L ast y e a r ’s w in n e r  o f  the  A d u lt  
C a te g o ry  w as M a r io n  H a llig a n  for 
h er n ove l L overs' knots w h ic h  w as 
n a rra te d  b y  Je n n if e r  V u le t ic . T h e  
V a r ie ty  C lu b  Y o u n g  P eo p le ’s C a t 
e g o ry  w as w o n  b y  M e l in a  
M a rc h e tta  for h er First novel Look
in g  f o r  A librandi. M e l in a ’s b o o k  
w as n a rra te d  b y  S h e r G u h l.

T h e  a w a rd s  fo r th e  w in n in g  
e n tr ie s  w il l  be p re se n te d  on  
11 N o v e m b er d u r in g  a d in n e r  at 
th e  H o te l I n te r -C o n t in e n ta l  in  
S y d n e y . F o r fu r th e r  in fo rm a t io n  
p lease  c o n tac t A n n e  G ilh o o ly , M e 
d ia  L ia iso n  M a n a g e r , R o ya l B lin d  
S o c ie tv , p h o n e  (0 2 ) 3 3 4  3 3 5 0 , fax 
(0 2 ) 3 3 4  3 3 4 5 . -


