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F ly in g  th e  f la g  in  N o r w a y
Jo  M arshall, Vic Branch reports on the 4 th European 
Conference of Medical and Health Libraries in Oslo

I was delighted on taking the stage 
for m y  conference presentation to 
see an  Aussie flag on the podium . 

T h is patriotic gesture was the w ork 
o f  M elb o urn e  colleagues A nne 
M cL ean  an d  E nid  M e ld ru m , w ho 
w ith  M argaret M cK innon  and m yself 
m ade up the A ustralian contingent.

T h e  6 0 0  delegates from 35 coun
tries in c luded  for the first tim e a 
num ber o f  librarians from former So
viet bloc countries.

T h e  them e ‘H ealth  in form ation  
—  new  possib ilities’ explored issues 
facing d ie changing profession includ
ing m anagem ent, m arketing and elec
tronics and  included  special interest 
sessions ranging from history to phar
m aceutical information.

A m ong keynote speakers was Asso
ciate D irector o f  the U S N adonal Li
b rary o f  M ed ic in e , Lois A nn  
C olaiann i.

I spoke in two sessions, ‘D efin ing 
o ur professional roles and services’, 
where odaer speakers were President o f 
d ie Irish Library Association, Beatrice 
Doran, Shane G odbolt from Ixindon, 
and Susan  C raw fo rd  from  the U S 
M edical L ibrary Association.

T h e  second paper was in a sm aller 
session, ‘Special needs and special us
ers’, w here I presented research by 
President o f the H ealth  Section Lisa 
B elk in , V icto ria  an d  m yse lf  O ther 
speakers were from D enm ark and  Es
tonia. Social h igh ligh ts inc luded  the 
opening reception in the massive Oslo 
C ity  H all w ith its impressive M unch
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m urals and the conference d inn er at 
the N orw egian Folk M useum .

It was a privilege to participate in 
such a gad iering of the profession and 
exciting  to kn ow  the Europeans are 
very interested in our Australian profes
sional groups.

Proceedings of the conference w ill 
be published by K luwer later this year.

Conferences o f  the European Asso
ciation o f H ealth  Inform ation and Li
braries are held every two years, w ith  
the next in C o im b ra , Portugal from
18-21 Septem ber, 1996.

C on tact m e for details regard ing 
the A ssociation and conferences at: 
T he W alter and Eliza H all Institute o f 
M edical Research, M elbo urne 3050 , 
e-m ail: m arshallj@ w eh i.edu.au .

S w e e t in sp ira tio n  boosts 
re g io n a l g ro u p

A  tech n ic ian  g ro up  has been  
fo rm ed  w ith in  N S W ’s Far 
N o rth  C o ast R eg io n a l 

G ro u p , th an k s to  the in sp ira t io n  
g iven  by last y e a r ’s tech n ic ian ’s con 
ference in A dela ide .

A no th er m o tivation  has been  the 
success o f  the lib rary  practice course 
in tro d u ced  to L ism o re  T A F E  in 
1990 , w h ich  has a ttracted  m atu re - 
age studen ts an d  p ro d u ced  resu lts 
above the state average. W h e n  the 
latest crop of studen ts g raduate , the 
area w ill  have over 4 0  q u a lif ie d  l i
b rary  techn icians.

So together w ith  the en thusiasm  
gen era ted  by th e  A d e la id e  co n fer
ence , the next lo g ica l step  tow ard

co n trib u tin g  to in fo rm atio n  services 
in the area w as to affilia te  w ith  ALIA  
Far N orth  C oast.

A m ong the benefits seen by the 
new  30 -stro n g  tech n ic ian  g ro up  are 
increased  supp o rt an d  co m m u n ica 
tion am o n g  the ir peers an d  the ab il
ity  to m ore effective ly  share in the 
trends an d  d ev e lo p m en ts  th a t im 
pact on their w ork .

T h e  g roup  is p a rticu la r ly  keen  to 
hear from  tech n ic ian s in o ther m ore 
iso lated areas an d  from  o ther groups 
that have form ed  as a  resu lt o f  the 
A d e la id e  co n feren ce . C o n ta c t 
G len d a  K im m in s , L IC , S o u th ern  
C ross U n iversity , L ism ore 2 4 8 0 , or 
e -m ail gkimmins@scu.edu.au.

In brief...
N ew  Christian buying group
A  new  nam e w ill soon be ap pearin g  
in C h ris tian  book stores all over the 
c o u n try , w ith  C h r is t ia n  re ta ile rs 
from  Perth to S yd n ey  and  from  T as
m an ia  to N orth  Q u een slan d  jo in in g  
to ge th er to form  H ead lan d  A us
tra lia , now  the largest b u y in g  group  
o f  C h r is t ian  re ta ile rs  in  A u stra lia . 
T h e  m ove w ill en ab le  even  the  
sm allest o f  local book stores to tap 
into  a w o rld -w id e  n etw ork  o f  con 
tacts and  to ob ta in  the righ t books 
at the righ t price.

Book boun ty
T h e  A ustra lian  C usto m s Service has 
re tu rned  $ 2 2 .2  m illio n  to the A us
tra lian  p r in tin g  in d u stry  un der the 
G o v e rn m en t’s B ook B o u n ty  
Schem e in 1 9 9 3 -1 9 9 4 . A  new  p ub 
lic a tio n  o u t lin in g  d e ta ils  o f  the 
B ook B o u n ty  S ch em e is av a ilab le  
from  C usto m s H ouses.

T h e  book b o u n ty  p ub lication  is 
a im ed  at h e lp in g  the dom estic  book 
p rin tin g  in d u stry  to com pete  w ith  
overseas book prin ters.

Call our Librarians and have your 
24 hours start now.
Sydney 699-1855

Canberra 290-1047 Brisbane 350-4043 
The Library Locums' Selection Process 

pinpoints the best 
person for you in 24 hours.
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When you call our Librarians you top into our 
world first Library ond Information Recruitment 
Dotabose. By Boolean searching for any of 299 
library skills in 10 catagories we pinpoint your 
best candidate - and if they say yes to the job, 
we will have their Skills Summary on your desk 
in 24 hours!
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