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A  lot of children's b e d -tim e  
re a d in g ...
State Library of Victoria acquires Ken Pound collection for posterity

W hen Ken Pound mokes 
a  poin t, ev en  Victorian 
Prem ier J e f f  Kennett 
listens.

The K en  P o u n d  C o lle c t io n  
o f  A u s tra l ia n  c h i ld r e n ’s 
books is to be a cq u ired  b y  

the  S ta te  L ib ra ry  o f  V ic to r ia .
F u n d in g  for th e  a c q u is it io n  

an d  c a ta lo g u in g  o f  th e  c o lle c tio n  
w as m ad e  e a r lie r  th is  y e a r  b y  th e  
V ic to r ian  G o vern m en t.

Ken P o u n d  b eg an  c o lle c t in g  
A u s tr a l ia n  c h i ld r e n ’s b oo ks o ver 
25  years ago , a t a  t im e  w h en  ve ry

few  p r iv a te  c o lle c to rs  w ere  in te r ­
ested  in c h ild re n ’s books.

In  h is search  for l ite ra ry  gem s 
he co m b ed  m ark e t s ta lls , d eceased  
e sta te  au c t io n s , g a rag e  sa les, b o o k ­
sh o p s , ju n k  sh o ps an d  a n y  o th e r  
p la c e  th a t  m ig h t  h ave  o ld  b ooks.
T h e  re su lt  —  a c o lle c t io n  o f
35  0 0 0  v o lu m es.

H is  a im  o f  k e ep in g  every  v o l­
u m e  in  n e a r  m in t  c o n d it io n  is a 

p a r t ic u la r  c h a lle n g e  
w ith  c h ild re n ’s b oo ks, 
w h o se  o r ig in a l o w n ers 
u s u a l ly  g iv e  th e m  a 
v e ry  h a rd  life . W h e n ­
ever a su p e r io r  c o p y
w as fo u n d , K en re ­
p la ced  the  First co p y , 
u s u a lly  t r a d in g  it  for 
so m e th in g  e lse  he d id  
n o t h o ld .

M a n y  th o u sa n d s  
o f  the  b o o k s in  th e  
K en P o u n d  co llec tio n  
are  no t h e ld  in  p u b lic  
in s t i tu t io n a l  l ib ra r ie s  
an d  ran g e  fro m  rare  
w o rk s b y  w e ll-k n o w n  
au th o rs  an d  i l lu s t r a ­
tors to e p h em era l p ic ­
tu re  b o o ks th a t h ave  
n o t su rv iv ed  th e  rav ­
ages of t im e  an d  n o r­
m a l w ea r  an d  tear.

$ 1OOO grants for copyright
projects

In a m ove to h ig h lig h t  the  c o p y ­
r ig h t  in te re s ts  o f  au th o rs  an d  
p u b lish e rs  in A u s tra lia , the C o p y ­

r ig h t  A g e n c y  is o ffe r in g  g ran ts  
w o rth  a m in im u m  $ 1 0 0 0  each  for 
the  e s tab lish m e n t, m a in te n an c e  o f  
o r p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  p ro je c ts  g e r ­
m an e  to the  su b ject.

I n d iv id u a ls , g ro u p s , g ro u p s , 
co m p an ie s  an d  o th e r o rg an isa t io n s  
can  a p p ly  for th e  g ra n ts , w h ic h

m u st  focus o n  c o p y r ig h t- r e la te d  
areas such  as research , c u ltu ra l ap ­
p lic a tio n s  an d  c o m m u n ity  or sp e ­
c if ic - a u d ie n c e  u n d e r s ta n d in g . 
A p p lic a tio n s  for the  g ran ts , b e in g  
a d m in is te r e d  by  th e  N a t io n a l 
B o o k  C o u n c i l ,  c lo se  on  30  S e p ­
te m b e r . If y o u ’re in te re s te d , c a ll 
the  C o u n c i l ’s execu tiv e  d ire c to r on  
te le p h o n e  (0 3 )  6 6 3  8 6 5 5 , fax 
(0 3 ) 6 6 3  8 6 5 8 .

T h e  c o lle c t io n  em p h as ises  the  
m an y  v a r ia n t  im p ressio n s an d  e d i­
t io n s  o f  th e  A u s t r a l ia n  c la s s ic s . 
T h e re  m a y  be up  to 4 0  ed it io n s  o f  
a s in g le  w o rk  re f le c tin g  ch an ges in  
p u b lic  ta s te , b o o k  p ro d u c t io n  
stan d a rd s  an d  so c ia l a tt itu d e s  over 
the  years .

L ib ra r ie s  h ave  n o t g e n e ra l ly  
co llec ted  A u s tra lia n  c h ild re n ’s m a ­
te r ia l at th is  d e p th  u n t il now .

T h e  a c q u is it io n  w il l  c rea te  the  
fo rem o st c o lle c t io n  o f  A u s tra lia n  
c h ild re n ’s b oo ks in  th e  c o u n try . It 
c o m p le m e n ts  the  l ib r a r y ’s e x is t in g  
h o ld in g s  a n d  w h e n  c a ta lo g u e d  
in to  the  n a t io n a l b ib lio g rap h ic  d a ­
tab ase  w ill  b e a ccess ib le  n o t o n ly  
to th e  p eo p le  o f  V ic to r ia , b u t  to 
re sea rch ers  th ro u g h o u t  th e  c o u n ­
try . ■

G et on line
If you ’re looking for another avenue to 
help you attract a w ider audience for 
your professional development activities 
—  read on!

The Q ueensland Department of 
Education has invited ALIA to contrib­
ute details o f professional activities to its 
CONF database.

The database will include informa­
tion about upcom ing conferences, semi­
nars and workshops in the fields of 
education, management training and li- 
brarianship. The database has a wide au­
dience —  Q ueensland schools, school 
support centres, regional offices, other 
government departm ents, universities 
and non-state schools.

If you ’re interested, forward flyers 
to: CONF Database, Q ld Department 
of Education Library, PO Box 33, Bris­
bane Qld 4002, Ph (07) 237 0604, fax 
(07) 237  1108. For any questions on 
this new service, please contact the 
CONF Database staff.Cart  o ' g r a p h i c s
T h e  L ib ra r y  a n d  I n fo rm a t io n  
S erv ice  o f  W A  has a w id e  se lec tio n  
o f  d u p lic a te  a n d  d isc a rd e d  m ap s. 
For a co p y  o f  th e  lis t  co n tac t Sue  
R y a n , M a p  C o lle c t io n s , L ib ra r y  
an d  In fo rm a t io n  S e rv ic e  o f  W A , 
A le x an d er  L ib ra ry  B u ild in g , P erth  
C u ltu r a l C e n tre , P erth  W A  6 0 0 0 . 
T e le p h o n e  (0 9 )  4 2 7  3 2 0 1 , o r 
fax (0 9 ) 4 2 7  3 2 5 6 .


