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What are 
libraries 
without staff?
T he p resen ta tio n  o f  th e  1 9 9 4  

L ib rary  T echnician  o f  the Y ear 
A w a rd  to  Jan e lle  T h o m s  w as  

celebrated in  fin e  style, fo llo w in g  d i
rectly  o n  th e  heels o f  th e  la u n c h  o f  
A ustralian L ib rary  W e e k  b y  the H o n  
Peter C o llin s  M P  at a gala cock tail 
p arty  h o s te d  b y  th e  A L I A  N S W  
Branch o n  1 7  O ctob er. It w as a fitting  
rim e to  a ck n o w led g e  th e  e n o rm o u s  
co n trib u tion  lib rary  s ta ff m ak e to  the  
quality o f  life.

B eth  M c L a re n  read th e  c ita tio n  
w hich tracked Jan elle ’s o u tstan d in g  ca
reer in the lib rary  and  in fo rm atio n  sec
tor. M e m b e rs  o f  the A ssocia tion  w ill 
already be aw are o f  Jan e lle ’s co n trib u 
tion to the L ib rary  T echnicians Section  
through h er in vo lvem en t in  conference  
arganisin g  co m m ittees, th e  N a tio n a l 
and N S W  groups o f  the Section  an d  
also o n  N S W  Branch. Janelle  has en 
sured that the interests an d  aspirations 
of lib rary  technicians are heard.

A  fu ll report o f  d ie  very' successful 
A ustra lian  L ib rary  W e e k  lau n ch  w ill 
appear in th e  next issue o f  inCite. m

Victorian Parliamentary 
Library cadet

I
n recent years, w e  have agonised  
h o w  w e  m ig h t assist th e  m a n y  
n ew  graduates w h o  app roach  the  

P arliam en tary  L ib rary  in  the h o p e  o f  
getting w o rk  to  gain som e experience. 
S o m e offer to  be volunteers. N o t h av
in g  a n y  a d d itio n a l resources, w e  d e
c id ed  to  designate an  ex istin g  b u t 
unfilled  L ibrarian Class 1 position  as a 
train ing  position  fo r a new ly-qu alified  
librarian.

A t  the en d  o f  the 1 9 9 3  academ ic  
year, con tact w as m ad e w ith  th e  tw o  
M elb o u rn e -b a se d  lib ra rian  schools, 
each o f  w h ich  su pp lied  the nam es o f  
fo u r recom m en d ed  students. T h e  stu
dents w ere  in vited  to  visit the L ibrary  
an d  then ap p ly  fo r the position . A ll ap
p licants w e re  in te rv iew ed  a n d  M s  
K erin  Priddle w as app o in ted  V icto rian  
P arliam entary  L ib rary C ad e t fo r 1 9 9 4 .  
T h e  position  is a term  ap p o in tm en t fo r  
o n e  year o n ly  so th at a n ew  graduate  
can have th e  sam e o p p o r tu n ity  next 
year.

D u rin g  the year K erin  h ad  a real 
job  in dexing  new spapers in  the R efer
ence and  C u rre n t In fo rm atio n  Section.

S h e  also h ad  th e
o p p o rtu n ity  to gain  
in -d ep th  experience  
in  all facets o f  th e  
w o rk  o f  the section  
in c lu d in g  o n lin e  
searchin g , C D -  
R O M  searching, 
database m an age
m en t and  all aspects 
o f  reference w o rk . W e  to o k  every o p 
p o rtu n ity  fo r K erin  to  attend external 
an d  in tern al tra in ing  sessions an d  she 
w as encouraged to atten d  professional 
activities o u t-o f-h ou rs .

K erin  has recen d y taken up a posi
t io n  w ith  th e  L aw  L ib rary  o f  A r th u r  
R ob in son  and  H edderw icks. H er n ew  
ap p o in tm en t is a necessary o u tco m e o f  
th e  cad etsh ip  an d  com p le tes a m o st 
successful in itia tive. W e  w ill be c o n 
tacting the V ic to ria n  lib rary  schools in  
o rd e r to repeat the process in  1 9 9 5  and  
w e  h o p e  th is can be an  exam p le  fo r  
o th e r organisations w h o  have n o t don e  
so, to  estab lish  sim ila r a rran gem en ts  
en ab lin g  y o u n g  peop le  to  ob ta in  rel
evant professional experience.

Bruce Davidson
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Kerin Priddle

S c h o o l  l i b r a r i e s :  L e a r n i n g  f o r  y o u r  f u t u r e

A lobbying kit for school councils and teacher-librarians
lobbying efforts within schools and local communities. 
The kit takes the form of a folder containing a booklet 
and photocopiable material. It is approximately 60 pages 
in length and contains:
• Statistical information regarding the appropriate 

staffing and collection size in school libraries.
• Information on the value of school libraries and 

teacher librarians with a particular emphasis on 
research data.

• Strategy ideas, letter stems, advice on communication 
and publicity ideas.

• A persuasive overview statement.

O r d e r  f o r m
P l e a s e  s u p p l y  c o p i e s  o f  S c h o o l  l i b r a r i e s :  L e a r n i n g  f o r  y o u r  f u t u r e  a t  t h e  p r i c e  o f  $ 2 0 . 0 0  
i n  A u s t r a l i a  a n d  $ 2 5 . 0 0  o u t s i d e  A u s t r a l i a .  T h i s  i n c l u d e s  a l l  p o s t a g e  a n d  h a n d l i n g  f e e s .
N a m e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  S c h o o l / L o e a t i o n . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
P o s t a l  a d d r e s s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
P h o n e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  F a x . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
E n c l o s e d  i s  a  c h e q u e  f o r  $ A  ( m a d e  p a y a b l e  t o  L o b b y i n g  K i t - S L A V )
T h e  r e c e i p t  s h o u l d  h e  m a d e  o u t  t o
C o n f i r m a t i o n  o f  p a y m e n t  m u s t  a c c o m p a n y  a l l  o r d e r s .
O r d e r  f r o m :
S c h o o l  L i b r a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  V i c t o r i a ,  2 1 7  C h u r c h  S t r e e t ,  R i c h m o n d  V i c  3 1 2 1 ,  A u s t r a l i a

This 30-page kit has been developed by the Australian 
C ouncil of L ibrary and Inform ation  Services/ 
Australian Library and Inform ation Association  
Lobbying Sub-Committee and the School Library 
Association of Victoria.
The kit is designed to assist school communities in 
their efforts to improve funding and staffing of school 
libraries.
S ch ool libraries: lea rn in g  f o r  yo u r  fu tu r e  contains 
relevant inform ation which em phasises the key 
importance of libraries in learning as well as practical 
ideas and strategies which can be used to support


