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Micros index
One of the difficulties in keeping up with the world of information tech
nology is finding the time to read the literature, and to find in that litera
ture the information that you need. Australian computer magazine index 
1993 is a pretty good attempt to help you do it.

The editors have indexed articles, product reviews and book reviews 
from the 1993 issues of eight Australian magazines dealing with micro
computers. Each entry includes the title of the article, author, magazine 
name, page number and number of pages. Underneath this information is 
a one- to three-line summary of the article.

It is set out as a classified index and to help you find your way through 
it, the editors have included a schematic outline to provide an overview of 
the main headings and their sub-divisions.

While the coverage is already quite comprehensive, the editors could 
consider broadening it further to take in some of the more business-ori
ented journals as well as those that cater for home users. From Absolom 
and Achitophel, PO Box 89, Elwood Vic 3184. RRP $39.50 (spiral).

Kerry Webb

Valuable educational overview

r echnology swvey report: educational 
technologies 1 9 9 4  p rov id es an  
a ve rv iew  o f  e d u ca tio n a l tec h n o lo g y  

options, c o n cen tra tin g  o n  those n o w  
aeing applied.

D e ta ils  o f  A u s tra lia n  in s titu tio n s  
js in g  th e  te c h n o lo g y  are  set o u t  in  
m  a p p en d ix . It fo llo w s  th e  1 9 9 2  re
p o rt a n d  c o m p le m e n ts  tw o  sp ecia l 
p u b lica tio n s o n  e q u ip m e n t fo r  p e o 
ple w i th  h e a r in g  a n d  s ig h t im p a ir 
m ents.

T h e  tech n o lo g y  is explained u n d er  
proad categories —  facsim ile, co m p u 
ter-m ediated  c o m m u n ica tio n , au d io , 
rad io g rap h ic , c o m p u te r-b ased  lea rn 
ing, c o m p u te r-m a n a g e d  learn ing , 
d d eo  conferencing , an d  television and  
delivery  m ed ia . W h e r e  ap p ro p ria te , 
categories are fu rth e r d ivid ed : fo r  ex

a m p le , a u d io  has sections fo r  a u d io  
conferencing , radio and  P A B X .

E ach ca teg o ry  o r section  begins  
w ith  a d e fin ition  and  description, lists 
advantages a n d  disadvantages o f  th e  
tech n o log y  a n d  describes app lications  
and indicative costs.

A n  ap p en d ix  readers w ill fin d  use- 
fiil is a d e fin itio n  o f  educational tech
n o lo g y  term s used in the report, fro m  
artific ia l in te llig en ce  th ro u g h  o p tica l 
m edia  to  virtu al 
rea lity . F ro m  
O p e n  T ra in in g  
a n d  E d u ca tio n  
N e tw o rk , p h  
(0 2 )  3 1 8  0 2 9 9 .
R R P  $ 2 5  (inc p
& p ) .

Kerry Webb

Fandom and 
comic books
C o m ic  b o o k s ten d  n o t to  fea tu re  

in  lib r a r y  c o lle c t io n  d e v e lo p 
m e n t p o lic ies. Y e t co m ics  are  a rich  
s o u rc e  m a te r ia l fo r  re se a rch , as a 
m a s s -p ro d u c e d , w id e ly -d is t r ib u te d  
c u ltu r a l  m a te r ia l , re v e a lin g  m u c h  
a b o u t p o p u la r  a ttitu d e s  a n d  fantasies  
o f  th e  tim e . T h is  c o m p ila t io n  d ips  
in to  v a r io u s  asp ects o f  th e  c o m ic  
b o o k  in d u s try ; th e  p ass io n a te  fan s, 
p re s e rv a t io n  a n d  access in  p u b lic  
c o lle c tio n s , in f lu e n c e  o f  im p o rts ,  
a n d  A u s tra l ia n  p u b lic a t io n . T o b y  
B u rro w s , D iv is io n a l L ib ra r ia n  fo r  
T e c h n ic a l Se rv ices  a t th e  U n iv e rs ity  
o f  W e s te rn  A u s tra lia , p ro v id e s  an  in 
tro d u c to ry  b ib lio g ra p h y  o f  item s re 
la t in g  to  A u s tra l ia n  c o m ic s  a n d  
c o m ic  strips. N o  in d ex . F o r c u ltu ra l 
stu d ies  c o lle c tio n s  a n d  m e m b e rs  o f  
th e  w o r ld  o f ‘fa n d o m ’.

B u rro w s , T o b y  a n d  S to n e ,  
G ra n t,  Eds. Comics in A ustra lia  a n d  
N ew  Z ealand: the collections, the col
lectors, the creators. N e w  Y o rk : H a 
w o r th ,  1 9 9 4 .  1 1 5 p p .  U S $ 2 4 .9 5  
b o a rd . IS B N  1 - 5 6 0 2 4 - 6 6 4 - 2  (P u b 
lish e d  s im u lta n e o u s ly  as A u s tra lia n  
a n d  N e w  Z e a la n d  jo u rn a l o f  serials  
lib ra ria n sh ip , V o l  4 , N °  3 .

Ju d ith  C la rk

T h e r e  i s  n o  
L i b r a r y  
r e l o c a t i o n  
s e r v i c e  l i k e  
K i l n e r s

Families in Australia
S m aller c o m m u n ity  organisations, schools an d  w elfare  agen

cies m a y  fin d  this useful one-stop  source fo r resources relat
ing to th e  fam ily  in  A ustralia . Libraries w o u ld  be better o ff  us
ing existing indexes and directories.

T h e  vo lu m e  is organised a ro u n d  n ine issues: d ivorce; fertil
ity; v io lence; one-parent, rural, non-E nglish-speaking  fam ilies; 
aom elessness; hom osexu ality  and em p loym en t. T h ere  is a se
e d  u n an n o tated  b ib liograp h y fo r eitch issue, w ith  new spaper 
tra d es, articles, an d  books listed separately. Each chapter in 
dudes nam es, address an d  p h on e n u m b ers o f m a jo r agencies in  
;ach State. N o  indexes are provided  and  there is n o  explanation  
;)f the guidelines fo r inclusion.

T h e  ‘B iographies’ section lists som e 1 7 0  nam es b u t gives 
:m ly p a tch y  in fo rm atio n  and  no  con tact details, fo r exam ple a 
yp ic a l e n try  is ‘M cB ain , D r  Jo h n  —  IV F  specialist’. T h is b o o k  
a as lim ited  use, and  1 therefore find  it d ifficu lt to  recom m en d .

O su c h , M ich ae l, co m p . Families in Australia: a  resource 
?uide to the issues of'the 90s. P ort M elb ou rn e : T h o rp e , 1 9 9 4 .  
14 5 p p . $ 2 5 .pp (pbk). ISB N  1 8 7 5 5 8 9 4 9 X .

W hen it comes to library services, 
Kilners are the undisputed specialists 
in Australia. Kilners have moved more 
libraries than all the other removalists 
companies combined!

25A Richland Street, Kingsgrove NSW 2208

Ph: (02)502 1611
Fax: (02)502 1065

“. . . a ffo rd a b le  e x c e lle n c e  s in c e  1 8 9 3  . . .
Ju d ith  C lark


