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L ib ra ry  n e tw o rk  
A  C h ris t ia n  L ib ra rian s N e tw o rk  is 
b e in g  estab lish ed  in  A u s tra lia  an d  
N e w  Z e a la n d , an d  w ill  so o n  p u b lish  
its firs t n ew sle tte r. T h is  n e tw o rk  
w ill se rve  in te rested  lib ra ria n s  w o r k 
in g  in  o r  associated  w ith  all m a jo r  
typ es o f  lib ra ry  an d  in fo rm a tio n  
services.

It c o m p le m e n ts  m o re  sp ecia lised  
g ro u p s su ch  as th e  A u s tra lia n  
C h u r c h  L ib raries A sso c ia tio n  
(w h ic h  re ce n tly  h e ld  its firs t c o n fe r
en ce  in  A d e la id e )  a n d  th e  A u s tra lia n  
an d  N e w  Z e a la n d  T h e o lo g ic a l L ib r
a ry  A sso c ia tio n , e stab lish ed  a lm o st  
1 0  yea rs  ago. In terested  L ib ra rian s  
are in v ite d  to  o b ta in  a c o p y  o f  a 
q u e s tio n n a ire  o n  th e  n e tw o rk  an d  
its n e w s le tte r  f ro m  C L N , C /- In fo r 
m a tio n  Serv ices M a n a g e r, W o r ld  
V is io n  In fo rm a tio n  C e n tre , G P O  
B o x  3 9 9 C ,  M e lb o u rn e  3 0 0 1 .

Bill Walker, Vic
T h e  th in g s  w e  d o . . .
I m ust, regretfully, resign m y  m em b er
ship o f  A L IA  as m y  plans fo r fu tu re  
residency are still uncertain . I hop e  
w ith in  d ie  next three years to  be back  
in A ustralia , b ringing  w ith  m e the  
expertise I have acquired in the (JS. 
A lth o u g h  there are m an y  w ays in 
w h ich  A ustralian  librariansh ip  leads 
the w o rld , o n  the basis o f  m y  experi
ence in  this co u n try , A ustralian  librar
ians can ho ld  their head high. 
C olleagues h ere are freq u en tly  aston
ished at the things w e  d o  in A ustralia  
an d  the co m b in ation  o f  in novative  
an d  com m on -sen se  w ays w e  approach  
p rob lem s in librarianship.

Anne Robinson, Texas
L e ss o n s  o f  h is to ry  
J o h n  H  B erry , in his L ibrary Jo u rn a l  
e d ito ria l 1 N o v e m b e r  1 9 9 0 ,  
c o m m e n d e d  th e  p ro fess io n a l so li
d a r ity  o f  A u s tra lia n  lib ra ries  as th e y  
s to o d  f irm  again st user fees fo r  p u b 
lic  lib ra ry  service. H e c o n tin u e d  . . .
‘ T ru ly  fr ig h ten in g , h o w e v e r, w as th e  
e v id e n c e  o f  a w illin g n ess, even  a 
desire  in  so m e  A u s tra lia n  q u arte rs , 
to  se rve  u p  th a t m ista k en  ech o  th a t  
o n e  can  d istin g u ish  b e tw e en  “b asic” 
l ib ra ry  serv ice  a n d  all th e  g o o d  s tu f f  
like  o n lin e  searches a n d  sp ecia lised  
in fo rm a tio n  s e rv ic e s ... th is  a tte m p t  
to  d ilu te  p ro fessio n a l p rin c ip le s  w as  
ju s tif ie d  o n  th e  basis o f  reality  an d  
practica l po litics.

T r u ly  fr ig h ten in g  it is w h e n  th e  
A L I A  P res id en t-e le c t d isp lays such  
an  ig n o ra n c e  o f  h is to ry , a n d  lack  o f  
c o n c e rn  fo r  o u r  fu n d a m e n ta l p ro 
fession a l p rin c ip les , to  w r ite  as she

d id  in h e r  le tte r  ( inC ite N ° 9,
1 6  S e p te m b e r) , th a t . .h is to ry  is 
p le n tifu l in  p e o p le  w h o  get n o w h e re  
b y  stan d in g , d o g m a tic a lly , o n  p r in 
c ip le s ’. T h e  lessons o f  h is to ry  are  fa r  
m o re  o fte n  th e  reverse; lessons o f  
w h a t  h ap p en s w h e n  ap p eas in g  ‘ta k 
in g  the easy w a y  o u t ’ p ra g m a tism  
su p p la n ts  b e lie f  an d  p rin c ip le .

Alan Bundy, SA
F re e  l ib ra ry  se rv ic e s
A la n  Sam agalsk i {inC ite N ° 1 1 ,
1 1  N o v e m b e r  1 9 9 4 )  has ‘m is re a d ’ 
a n d  ‘m is in te rp re te d ’ m y  le tte r  
w h ic h  ap p eared  in  inC ite N ° 9 !
T h a t  A L L A  ‘ . . .n o w  has a s ta tem en t  
th a t  can  be used w ith o u t  h y p o c r is y ’ 
d o es n o t  state  th a t o b jec to rs  to  th e  
n e w  s ta tem en t are  h y p o c rite s  
( th o u g h  th a t m a y  be th e  case?). T h e  
s im p le  fac t is th a t th e re  is n o  lib ra ry  
w h ic h  p ro v id e s  all services free . T h e  
re a lity  is th a t th e re  are  costs a n d  
th a t  so m e o f  these are b e in g  passed  
o n to  lib ra ry  users fo r  e x a m p le , p h o 
to c o p y  fees.

It w o u ld  ap p ear th a t b o th  L y n n  
A lle n  an d  A la n  m issed  m y  le t te r  
w h ic h  ap p eared  in  inC ite  N ° 10 , 
w h ic h  gave  a q u ite  c lea r g u id e  to  
w h a t c o n s titu te d  a ‘c o re ’ a n d  ‘va lu e -  
a d d e d ’ service. I suggest a re -rea d  o f  
th e  issue m a y  g ive  th e m  so m e  fo o d  
fo r  th o u g h t?  T h a t  th e  c u rre n t  s ta te 
m e n t  is n o n - ‘p re sc rip tiv e ’ a llo w s  
fle x ib ility  to  a c co m m o d a te  d iffe re n t

c ircu m stan ces.
A s  fo r  A L I A  b e in g  ir re le v a n t, 

th e n  M r  S am ag a lsk i y o u  h a v e  cer
ta in ly  b een  h id in g  y o u r  h e a d  in  th e  
san d  fo r  fa r to o  lo n g  an d  n o t , I 
w o u ld  suggest, k eep in g  a b rea st w ith  
th e  ch a n g in g  w o r ld . T h e  p u b lic  
p u rse  is n o t  a b o tto m le ss  m o n e y  p it!

A n d  as fo r  a reason  fo r  re n e w in g  
y o u r  A L I A  m e m b e rsh ip , I w o u ld  
suggest y o u  lo o k  at a w h o le  ran g e  o f  
areas A L I A  has w o rk e d  i n . . .  c o m 
p e te n c y  sta n d a rd s ; p ro fess io n a l 
d e v e lo p m e n t; lo b b y in g , to  n a m e  
s o m e ... th a t h a v e  been  o f  g rea t  
b e n e fit  to  th e  p ro fessio n . A  re a d  o f  
inC ite  issues w ill  p ro v id e  y o u  w ith  
a m p le  reason  to  re m a in  a m e m b e r.

I c lose w ith  a q u o te  fro m  
D  S w a n s o n ’s ‘E v o lu tio n  lib ra rie s  
a n d  n a tio n a l in fo rm a tio n  p o lic y ’ 
f ro m  Library quarterly, 5 0 : 1 ,  1 9 8 0 ;

‘T h e  p o la ris a tio n  o f  a rg u m e n ts  
a n d  feelin gs o n  th e  fee ve rsu s free  
issues has te n d e d  to  fo g  th e  o b v io u s  
ad van tag es o f  a d u a l system . A  basic  
leve l o f  free  se rv ice  s u p p le m e n te d  b y  
ex tra  sendees has n o t  b een  w id e ly  
n o t e d . .. It i s . . .  th e  fee-b ased  se rv
ices th a t are  lik e ly  to  lead  th e  w a y  
to w a rd s  im p ro v e m e n ts  fro m  w h ic h  
all services u lt im a te ly  b e n e fit. Fee- 
based services m ig h t also g ive  lib ra r
ians b e tte r v is ib ility  o v e r  w h a t  
services a re  re a lly  w a n te d  o r  
n e e d e d .’

Trevor Wakely, Vic m

From the Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) file at alt.folklore.urban, an Internet 
newsgroup with about 150 000 readers per month. The FAQ maintained Terry 
Chan, determines whether the legends are true, false, or unanswerable — pit 
your wits and resources against his and see if you can match his results!
a) Mime had heart attack during act. People thought it part of his act. He died.
b) Bubbles in bubble-wrap contain a cheap but toxic gas.
c) You can send a coconut through the maii with out any further wrapping.
d) If the entire population of China jumped up and down at the same time,

(1) the earth's orbit would be disturbed, or (2) USA would be swamped by a 
tidal wave.

e) Welding while wearing contacts can cause them to stick to your eyeballs.
f) Jamie Lee Curtis is a hermaphrodite.
g) A penny falling from the top of the Empire State Building will embed itself 

in the pavement below.
h) Sesame Street's Bert and Ernie are gay.
i) Koalas are always drunk from the alcohol in eucalyptus leaves.
j) Koalas, being filled with eucalyptus oil, explode in bushfires.
k) A town in Oregon banned all sex.
l) Green M&Ms are an aphrodisiac.
m) White House pizza orders increases indicate big operation underway.
n) Oregon Highway Division blew up eight-ton dead whale; showered town 

with blubber.
o) Albert Einstein did poorly in school.

[Answers can be found on page 26]


