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Chinese librarians visit Australia
J e n n i f e r  B e r r y m a n  fo u n d  th a t th e y  h a v e  n o vel solutions to som e o ld  p ro b le m s

M e m b e rs  o f  th e  S h e n z h e n  
L ib ra ry , in  C h in a , v is ite d  
th e  S ta te  L ib ra ry  o f  N e w  

S o u th  W a le s  la te  la s t y e a r , a ss isted  
b y  a g r a n t  f ro m  th e  A u s t r a l ia  
C h i n a  C o u n c i l .  T h e  d e le g a t io n  
w a s  le d  b y  M r  Y u n  
W e ic h e n g ,  th e
D e p u ty  D i r e c t o r  o f  
th e  S h e n z h e n  C u l ­
tu ra l  B u re a u .

T h e  v is it  la id  th e  
f o u n d a t io n  fo r  f u ­
tu re  c o o p e r a t io n  b e ­
tw e e n  th e  S ta te  
L ib r a r y  a n d
S h e n z h e n  L ib ra ry .
T h e  D e le g a t io n  a lso  
v i s i t e d  l ib ra r ie s  in  
S y d n e y  a n d  in  C a n ­
b e rra .

D u r in g  th e ir  s ta y  
P ro fe s s o r  L iu , th e

D e p u ty  C h i e f  L ib ra r ia n  o f  
S h e n z h e n  L ib ra ry , ad d ressed  A L L A ’s 
A s ia  P ac ific  S I G  o n  th e  special p ro b ­
le m s o f  h is  lib ra ry . S h en zh en  Sp ec ia l 
E c o n o m ic  Z o n e  w as e s ta b lish e d  
o n ly  1 0  y ea rs  ago . S in c e  th e n  th e

p o p u la t io n  has risen  f ro m  2 0  0 0 0  to  
2 .3  m illio n , a n d  d e m a n d  fo r lib ra ry  
a n d  in fo rm a t io n  services has risen  in  
p ara lle l.

A  l ib ra ry  in  su ch  a ra p id ly  d e ­
v e lo p in g  a re a  h a s  to  s o lv e  t r a d i ­
t io n a l  p r o b le m s  in  v e r y  
n o n - t r a d i t io n a l  w a y s . T h e  
S h e n z h e n  L ib ra ry  is a lre a d y  o p e r ­
a t in g  a n u m b e r  o f  b u s in esse s  a n d  
d is t r ib u te s  a  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  th e  
p ro f i ts  to  a ll its s ta ff . T h e y  a re  n o w  
p la n n in g  a c h i ld r e n ’s lib ra ry , lik e ly  
to  b e c o m e  th e  la rg e s t  in  th e  w o r ld ,  
w ith  a s c ie n c e  a n d  te c h n o lo g y  c e n ­
t re  a n d  a s h o p p in g  p re c in c t  c a te r ­
in g  fo r  th e  n e e d s  o f  c h i ld re n  a n d  
p a re n ts . S t a f f  w i l l  b e  o f fe re d  sh a res  
in  th e  c h i ld r e n ’s l ib ra ry .

S h e n z h e n  h a v e  a ls o  d e v e lo p e d  
th e ir  o w n  lib r a r y  s y s te m  a n d  s o f t ­
w a re , s e ll in g  th is  p a c k a g e  to  o v e r  
7 0  lib ra r ie s  in  C h in a .  ■

Yun Weicheng (seated left) Alison Crook, SLNSW interpreter 
Christine Mrozek (seated right) and the other members of the 
delegation: Mr Yun, Ms Zhang and Professor Liu.

(from left) Roger Stanton (RAECO), 
Bernadette W augh  & Irene Nutt

a g er)  a n d  I re n e  N u t t  ( P r e s id e n t ,  
A L I A  S p e c ia l  L ib ra r ie s  S e c t io n ,  
W A ) .  ■

WA Specials Award
B ern ad ette  W a u g h : 1 9 9 3  W A  S p ecia l L ib ra ria n  
of the Y e a r

W A  S p e c ia ls  h e ld  a s u c ­
c es s fu l d in n e r  la te  la s t  
y e a r  to  c e le b ra te  th e  

p re s e n ta t io n  o f  th e  A w a rd  o f  W A  
S p e c ia l L ib ra r ia n  o f  th e  Y e a r. T h e  
1 9 9 3  re c ip ie n t  is B e r n a d e t te  
W a u g h  fro m  C S I R O  lib ra ry .

T h e  a w a rd  is m ad e  to  a Sp ec ia l 
L ib ra r ia n  w h o  has m a d e  an  o u t ­
s ta n d in g  c o n tr ib u tio n  to  th e  lib ra ry  
p ro fe s s io n . T h e  c r ite r ia  lo r  th e  
A w a rd  in c lu d e  a w illin g n ess  to  sh are  
p ro fessio n a l expertise  a n d  p artic ip a te  
in  in fo rm a l a n d  in fo rm a l n e tw o rk ­

in g  a c tiv it ie s ; e v id e n c e  
o f  g o o d  m a n a g e m e n t  
p ra c tic e s , a n d  d e m o n ­
s t ra t io n  o f  su ccessfu l 
p r o m o t io n  o f  th e  L ib r-  
a ry / In fo rm a tio n  S e rv ic e  
w ith in  th e  p a re n t  o r ­
g a n isa tio n .

T h e  a w a rd  c o n s is ts  
o f  a p e r p e tu a l t r o p h y ,  
a n  in d iv id u a l  t r o p h y  
a n d  a b o o k  v o u c h e r .  It w a s  p r e ­
s e n te d  b y  th e  s p o n s o r ,  R o g e r  
S ta n to n  ( R A E C O , W A  A re a  M a n -

Help for the visually handicapped
A lto n a  C ity  L ib ra ry  n o w  has the latest in ta lk in g  scanners

T h e  A lto n a  C i t y  L ib ra ry  has  
ju s t  re ce iv ed  a R o b o t ro n  
R a in b o w , th e  m o st m o d e rn  

O C R  (O p tic a l C h a ra c te r  R e c o g n i­
t io n )  te c h n o lo g y  availab le . T h is  is a 
ta lk in g  b o o k  m a c h in e  w h ic h  scans  
te x t  in  less th an  1 0  se c o n d s , a n d  
th en  speaks th at tex t in th e  w o r ld ’s 
m o s t in te llig ib le  v o ic e — D E C  ta lk , 
w h ic h  o ffe rs  th e  user n in e  p e rso n a l­
ity -f il le d  D E C  ta lk  vo ices a n d  a v a r i­
e ty  o f  o th e r  features.

A lto n a  C ity  L ib ra ry  is o n ly  th e  
sec o n d  p u b lic  lib ra ry  in V ic to r ia  to  
h a v e  su ch  a m a c h in e , w h ic h  w as  
g e n e ro u s ly  d o n a te d  to  th e  L ib ra ry  
b y  B P A u s tra lia  L im ite d  (A lto n a

T e rm in a l)  as p a rt  o f  the  
A C L  D o n o r  P ro g ra m .

D a n ie l F e rg u so n , 
th e  L ib ra ry  M a n a g e r ,  
b e liev es  th a t th is  p iece  
o f  e q u ip m e n t w ill a llo w  
th e  v isu a lly  im p a ire d  to  
g a in  access to  a v a r ie ty  
o f  in fo rm a t io n  fo rm a ts  
a n d  so d e v e lo p  g re a te r  
s e lf  re lian ce.

B P  A u s tra l ia  a re  to  
b e c o n g ra tu la te d  o n  
th e ir  in it ia t iv e  in  p r o ­
v id in g  su ch  a v a lu a b le  
re so u rce . ■

left to right D avid Brash; Ja n e t C larke (BP A u stra lia ); 
Cr. D aniel D uane, M ayor, City o f  A lto n a ; M elanie  
Roylance (BP A ustralia); D aniel Fergusoin, Library 

M an ag er, A ltona Ci ty Library


