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T o w a r d s  F e d e r a t i o n  2 0 0 1
Eric W a in w r ig h t  re p o rts  o n  the re v ie w  m e e tin g  held  just b efore  C h ristm a s

Representatives o f  29  organi­
sations m et on  9 -1 0  D e ­
cem ber to review progress 
sin ce the ‘T o w a rd s  F e d e ra tio n  
2 0 0 1 :  L i n k i n g  A u s tr a l ia n s  w i th  
th e ir  H e r i ta g e ’ C onference, w hich  

was held in March 1992. T F 2 001  
produced 86  resolutions on  w hich, 
over the past 21 m onths, the N a ­
tional Library has attem p ted  to 
m o n itor  progress. A  p lan n in g  
co m m ittee  o f  N atio n a l Library 
staff, su p p lem en ted  by G ord on  
B ow er as A C LIS representative  
and Fran A w cock  as the repre­
sentative o f  the C o u n cil o f  A u s­
tralian State Libraries, had been  
engaged th rou gh ou t 19 9 3  on  a 
thorough assessm ent o f  each reso­
lution . T h ey  looked at its progress 
or lack thereof, and possib le  
changes in the objective or action  
m ech an ism  w hich  m igh t lead to 
faster and better progress in the fu­
ture. T h ey  prepared a series o f  as­
sessm ent papers for the various 
d evelopm ent areas: co llecting, b ib ­
liographical access, physical access, 
preservation, copyright, and serv­
ices to special com m u n ities, which  
form ed the basis o f  the agenda, to­
gether w ith  redrafted resolutions. 
M an y conferen ce resolu tion s  
w h ich  cou ld  be achieved on ly  
through internal actions by m any  
institu tion s w ith  ‘significant A u s­
tralian co llection s,’ were regrouped  
as a proposed set o f  guidelines to

be suggested as an action  fram e­
work to such institutions.

I he organ isations invited  to 
the review  m eetin g  w ere m ain ly  
those w h ich  had been given car­
riage o f  resolutions from the 1992  
conference. T h e m eeting was ably 
chaired by Professor John Levett, 
H ead o f  the School o f  Library and 
Inform ation  S tud ies at M onash  
University. T h e p lanning co m m it­
tee had rem oved am biguities from  
som e o f  the original con feren ce  
resolu tions, and id en tified  m ore  
effective m ech an ism s for action . 
T hose present at the review m eet­
ing also in trod u ced  substantia l 
changes and im p rovem en ts to  
m any of the draft resolutions, and 
added a num ber o f  new  objectives.

In the case of copyright issues, 
delegates agreed that the w h ole  
agenda was now  changed  by the 
C o m m on w ea lth  G o v ern m en t’s 
announcem ent in early N ovem ber  
o f  a major review o f  copyright leg­
islation. Fhe m eeting endorsed the 
establishm ent o f  a copyright co m ­
m ittee of A C LIS, A C A , CA SL, 
C A U L , C S IR O  and the N ational 
Library to develop appropriate p o­
sitions on behalf o f the library and  
archives com m u nities.

T h e review m eeting agreed on 
a total o f  59 resolutions, encapsu­
lating m ost o f  the original confer­
ence intent, updated in the light o f  
experience and ch an gin g  circum ­

stances. Fhe N a tion a l Library is 
confid ent that the agenda for the. 
T F 2001 objectives has been reset’ 
effective ly  for the m ediu m  te r m .. 
This agenda aims at ensuring that 

Australians w ill have the w o rld ’s 
best national system  for providing  
access to docum entary records on  
the h istory and d ev elop m en t o f  
the nation  and its people; and a 
system w hich  w ill enable all A us­
tralians, from their hom e, place o f  
work or a publicly accessible infor­
m ation service point, to locate all 
significant item s o f  the Australian  
recorded docu m en tary  heritage, 
and to obtain access to those item s 
w ith in  a reasonable tim e, at a rea­
sonable cost.

Fhe review m eetin g  agreed  
that objectives and progress should  
be review ed again during 1996. 
T h e N ational Library will produce 
a report o f  the review m eeting for 
distribution by the end o f  January, 
in tim e for resolutions to be noted  
by various organ isations at their 
first m eetings in 1994. T his report 
will be distributed to all organisa­
tions involved in the original C o n ­
ference or review m eeting. In the 
m eantim e, others interested in o b ­
taining copies o f  the report or o f  
the agenda papers should  contact 
Eric W ainw right, D ep u ty  D irec­
tor-G eneral, N a tio n a l Library o f  
Australia by fax (06) 2 73  11222  or 
e-m ail e.w ainw right@ nla.gov.au . ■

I n d o n e s i a n  A c q u i s i t i o n  P r o g r a m  u p g r a d e d
T h e  N L A  has rece n tly  a p p o in te d  its first R e g io n a l O ffic e r to Ind o n esia

The N a tio n a l Library had 
early recognised the strate­
gic im portance to Australia 
of A sia, and in particular o f  our  
nearest n eigh b ou r Indon esia . It 
began co llecting material from  the 

region  in the 19 5 0 ’s and n ow  
houses the largest Asian co llection  
in Australia and one of the m ost 
sign ifican t Indonesian  co llection s  
in the world.

Am elia M cK enzie has just been  
appointed  as the first Regional O f­
ficer, based in the Australian E m ­
bassy in Jakarta, representing an 
upgrading o f  the Library’s pres­
ence in  Indonesia. Ms M cK en zie  
until recently was the M anager o f  
A cq u is itio n s  at the Library. She  
has expertise in Library and In d o­
nesian  studies and is a flu en t

A m e lia  M c K e n z ie
bahasa In d on esian  speaker. She 
has previously w orked in In d on e­
sia as a co n su ltan t for the N L A

and for the International D eve lop ­
m ent Program o f  Australian LJni- 
versities and C olleges.

Am elia w ill develop the In d o­
nesian A cquisition  Program to ob ­
tain Indonesian publications on a 
cooperative basis for the N L A  and 
other Australian research libraries. 
She will also undertake a range o f  
representational activities in the 
region and seek opportun ities for 
prom oting the Library’s expertise 
in training and inform ation areas. 
As well, she w ill be involved in the 
Library’s regional cooperation pro­
gram assisting libraries in 17 
neighbouring countries to im prove 
their services. ‘Assistance’ includes 
b ook  gifts, library eq u ip m en t, 
sponsorship for work attachm ents 
and library training courses.
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