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T h e  l i b r a r y  t e c h n ic ia n s  in  
t e le c o n f e r e n c e
J e a n  B a i l e y  is p ro u d  to a n n o u n c e  th a t her section has g o n e  (truly) n atio na l

T h an k s to  T e le c o m  A u stra lia , 
all p a r tic ip a t in g  m e m b e rs  
w e re  p resen t at th e  firs t t ru ly  

n a tio n a l m e e tin g  o f  th e  L ib ra ry  
T e c h n ic ia n s  S e c tio n  (N a tio n a l 
G ro u p ) . A t  8 p m  A E S T  o n  1 5  F eb 
ru a ry  1 9 9 4 ,  J e a n  B a ile y  (N S W /  
P re s id en t)  c o m m e n c e d  th e  d isc u s
s io n  b y  w e lc o m in g  th e  p a rtic ip a n ts : 
R e in a  H ill ( A C T ) ; Iris A tk in s o n  
(B a th u rs t  N S W ) ; J a n e lle  T h o m s  
(N S W / S e c re ta ry ) ; Isis B ib a o u i  
(N S W / T re a su re r) ; J ille e n  C h a m b e rs  
(Q L D / B o a rd  o f  E d u c a tio n ) ; P e te r  
M u rd o c h  (S A ); J a n  D a v is  (T as); J u 
lie  B o yd  (V ic/ V ice  P re s id e n t); an d  
L in le y  T h o r n b e r  (W A / P a s t P re s i
d e n t) . A  h isto rica l o ccas io n  in d eed ! 
T h e  o n ly  a p o lo g y  ca m e  fro m  K a ye  
B a rt le t t  (N T / C o n fe re n c e  C o n 
v e n o r) .

P re s id e n t J e a n  B a ile y  has d e 
c id e d  th a t  th e  S e c tio n  m u s t m o v e  
n a t io n a lly  in  o rd e r  to  h a rn ess  an d  
u tilis e  th e  e n e rg y  a n d  e n th u s ia sm  
w h ic h  e v e ry o n e  fe lt  a t th e  7 th  N a 
tio n a l C o n fe re n c e  h e ld  last y e a r  in  
A d e la id e . S h e  also b e lieves th a t the  
N a tio n a l G ro u p  m u st im p a c t o n  the  
n a tio n a l b o d ie s  w i th in  A L IA , i.e ., 
G e n e ra l C o u n c il a n d  th e  B o a rd  o f  
E d u ca tio n , in  o rd e r  to  estab lish  p o 
s itio n s o f  p o w e r  a n d  in flu e n c e . T o  
d o  so, th e  G ro u p  sh o u ld :
• h av e  a firm  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  the  

c u rre n t  a n d  fu tu re  lib ra ry  w o r k 
fo rc e  issues a n d  e d u c a tio n a l an d  
tra in in g  issues fac in g  lib ra ry  tec h 
n ic ian s; a n d

• w o r k  to w ard s in creasin g  th e  lib r 
a ry  te c h n ic ia n  m e m b e rs h ip  o f  
A L IA .

In  a d d itio n , th e  G ro u p  m u st fo 
cus o n  th e  v e ry  im p o r ta n t  a rea  o f  
re p re se n ta tio n ; it m u s t set u p  a re 
v ie w  process in  o rd e r  to  d e te rm in e  
th e  b est n a tio n a l m o d e l th a t w ill a d 
va n ta g e  th e  lib ra ry  tec h n ic ia n  m e m 
bers o f  A LLA . S u c h  c o n s id e ra tio n s  
m a y  re su lt  in  a m e n d m e n ts  to  th e  
c o n s t itu t io n ; h o p e fu lly , it w i ll  also  
resu lt in  th e  g reate r in v o lv e m e n t o f  
the m e m b e rsh ip -a t-la rg e  in  n a tio n a l 
e le c t io n  processes, a n d  to  a m o re  
p o w e rfu l o rg an isa tio n .

P u rsu in g  these be lie fs , Je a n  has  
b ro u g h t to g eth e r a g ro u p  o f  lib ra ry  
tech n ic ia n s fro m  all states and  te r r i
to rie s  w h o  are  e x p erien ced , k n o w l-  
e d g a b le  a n d  c o m m itte d , a n d  w h o  
are g en era lly  free fro m  p aroch ia l in 
terests. A lth o u g h  Je a n  has m a d e  
so m e  v e ry  a rb itra ry  d ec isio n s in re la 
tio n  to  th e  s h o rt- te rm  o rg a n isa tio n  
a n d  fu n c tio n  o f  th e  G r o u p , sh e  is 
v e ry  k een  to  set up  a d e m o c ra tic  a n d  
a c co u n ta b le  sh o rt- te rm  process.

T h e  c o m m itm e n t  o f  e v e ry o n e  
w as re flec ted  in th e ir  p re p a ra tio n  fo r  
th e  te leco n feren ce ; th e y  h a d  c o n s id 
e red  th e  screeds o f  p a p e rw o rk  su p 
p lie d  o n ly  a fe w  d a ys p r io r  to  th e  
m e etin g  an d , a lth o u g h  u n a b le  to  a t
te n d , K a y e  B a rtle tt  c o n tr ib u te d  b y  
fa x in g  h e r  c o m m e n ts  b e fo re  th e  
m e e tin g . F u r th e r , th e y  h av e  all 
agreed  th a t the fo u r m a jo r  areas o f  
re p re se n ta tio n , re c ru itm e n t an d  re

te n tio n , lib ra ry  w o rk fo rc e  issues, 
an d  e d u c a tio n  a n d  tra in in g  be ta r
g eted  fo r  sp ec ia l a t te n tio n  d u r in g  
1 9 9 4 .  T h e  G r o u p  is also k een  to  
s u p p o r t  th e  w o r k  o f  th e  8 th  N a 
tio n a l L ib ra ry  T e c h n ic ia n s  C o n fe r 
en ce  C o n v e n o r  a n d  O rg a n is in g  
C o m m itte e , an d  to  ex p lo re  th e  issue  
o f  a p u b lic a tio n  fo c u s in g  o n  lib ra ry  
tech n ic ian s (it is d isa p p o in tin g  th at, 
as in d ic a ted  at th e  last C o n fe re n c e , 
th e  U n iv e rs i ty  o f  S o u th  A u s tra lia  
w ill n o t  be ab le  to  p u b lish  th e  n e w s
le tter).

A n  in fra s tru c tu re  based o n  su b 
g rou p s an d  te leco n feren ces w ill su p 
p o rt  th e  G ro u p  to  ach ieve  its w o rk .  
E xp erts, w h o  m a y  n o t  be m em b ers  
o f  th e  S e c tio n , o r  in d eed  o f A L IA , 
w ill be ask ed  to  c o n t r ib u te  to  th e  
w o rk  o f  th ese  su b g ro u p s  a n d  s u b 
m ission s m a y  be ca lled  fo r  fro m  th e  
S ta te / T e rrito ry  G ro u p s  and /or fro m  
S ec tio n a l m e m b e rsh ip .

T h e  e s ta b lish m en t o f  su b g ro u p s  
and  reg u la r te lec o n fere n c e s w ill re ly  
o n  th e  a v a ila b ility  o f  fu n d s  an d  in i
tia lly  a su b m issio n  w ill be m ad e  to  
ach ieve  th e  re q u ire d  m o n e y s . In  a d 
d itio n , th e  G ro u p  has a c k n o w le d g ed  
th e  im p o rta n c e  o f  a n e tw o r k  o f  
c o m m u n ic a t io n  b e tw e e n  th e  N a 
tio n a l G r o u p  a n d  N a tio n a l O ffic e ,  
b e tw e e n  th e  N a t io n a l G r o u p  a n d  
th e  S ta te / T e rrito ry  G ro u p s  a n d  b e 
tw een  th e  N a tio n a l G r o u p  an d  th e  
S e c tio n a l m e m b e rsh ip . T h is  re p o rt  
is th e  first e ffo r t  a ris in g  o u t  o f  th is  
strategy. ■
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I n th e  m id s t  o f  u n c e r t a in ty  
a b o u t  c h a n g e  in  a ll fa c e ts  o f  
th e ir  w o rk , it  s h o u ld  b e  rea s

s u r in g  f o r  l ib r a r ia n s  to  see  p re ss  
c o v e ra g e  c o n f i r m in g  th a t  th e  p r o 
fe s s io n ’s fu tu re  is b r ig h t .

R e c e n t  a r t ic le s  in  th e  S y d n e y  
p a p e rs  h a v e  fe a tu r e d  A u s t r a l ia n  
B u re a u  o f  S ta t is tic s  fo re c a s ts  o f  jo b  
g ro w th  in  all e m p lo y m e n t  c a te g o 
ries to  th e  y e a r  2 0 0 1 .  In  th e  p r o 
fe s s io n a l c a te g o ry , lib r a r ia n s  
fe a tu re  s t ro n g ly  w ith  e m p lo y m e n t  
o p p o r tu n it ie s  p ro je c te d  to  g ro w  b y  
8 4 %  o v e r  th e  n e x t  7  yea rs .

W h i l e  th is  d o e s  n o t  q u ite  
m a tc h  th e  fo re c a s t  fo r  th o s e  p r e 

d ic te d  as A u s tra l ia ’s s tro n g e s t  p e r 
fo r m e r s — su c h  as S o c ia l W o r k e r s  
( 2 6 3 % ) , C o m p u t in g  P ro fe s s io n a ls  
( 2 3 0 % )  a n d  A c c o u n ta n ts  ( 1 5 0 % ) -  
th e  l ib r a r y  p ro fe s s io n  n o n e th e le s s  
s ta n d s  u p  e x tr e m e ly  w e l l  a g a in s t  
m o s t o th e r  g ro u p s .

E x a m p le s  in c lu d e : D e n t is t s
( 5 0 % ) ,  A rc h ite c ts  ( 4 4 % ) ,  S u r v e y 
o rs  ( 4 2 % ) ,  S c h o o l  T e a c h e rs  
( 4 1 % ) ,  D o c to r s  a n d  S p e c ia lis ts  
( 2 8 % ) ,  P h a rm a c is ts  ( 2 2 % )  a n d  
G e o lo g is ts  ( -9 % ) .

T h e  fin d in g s  a re  s im ila r  to  
th o s e  o f  th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  E m 
p lo y m e n t ,  E d u c a tio n  a n d  T ra in in g  
re p o r t  A u s tra lia ’s W orkforce in the

Year 2 0 0 1 ,  A G P S  1 9 9 1  
IS B N  0  6 4 4  1 4 6 2 6 5  w h ic h  p r e 
d ic te d  a 7 4 %  in c re a se  in  e m p lo y 
m e n t o f  lib ra r ia n s  o v e r  th e  d e c a d e
1 9 9 1 - 2 0 0 1  (see in C ite  3 , 1 9 9 2 . )

W i t h  th e se  fo re c a s ts  in  m in d ,  
p e rh a p s  h a r r ie d  l ib ra r ia n s  c a n  c o n 
so le  th e m s e lv e s  w i th  th e  k n o w l
ed g e  th a t ,  w h i le  c o n s ta n t  c h a n g e  
to  th e  n a tu re  o f  th e ir  jo b s  w i l l  c o n 
t in u e  to  m a k e  s t r o n g  d e m a n d s  
u p o n  b o th  th e ir  f le x ib i l i t y  a n d  re 
s i lie n c e , th e ir  sk ills  a n d  ta le n ts  a re  
n e v e rth e le ss  lik e ly  to  b e  in  s t ro n g  
d e m a n d  a t th e  tu rn  o f  th e  c e n tu ry .  
In to d a y ’s c lim a te  p e rh a p s  th a t  is 
as m u c h  as a n y  o f  us can  a s k  fo r . ■


