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Alf Mappin honoured
A l f  M a p p in ,  e d i t o r  o f  M a g p ie s ,  P apers  a n d  The 
Litera ture B ase, i s  t h i s  y e a r ' s  w i n n e r  o f  th e  
p r e s t ig io u s  D r o m k e e n  M e d a l

The D rom k een  M edal was 
in stitu ted  in 1982 by the 
G overnors o f  the C ourtney  
O ldm eadow  C hildren’s Literature 
Foundation. It is given annually to 
an Australian citizen w ho has pro

vided a ‘significant contribution  to 
the appreciation and developm ent 
o f  children’s literature’. In the past 
it has been awarded to such nota
ble authors, illustrators and book  
industry leaders as M aurice Saxby, 
Robert Ingp'en, M em  Fox and last 
year’s recipient, Julie Vivas.

A lf  M a p p in  has aim ed  
throughout his professional life to 
encourage a love o f  literature in his 
classroom. H e  taught them  drama 
and poetry, using a m ix o f  d iscus
sions, activities and a sim ple joy o f  
reading.

T h ro u g h  his quiet assurance, 
dedication  an d  creative approach  
to literature in the classroom , A lf  
becam e a m uch sought after 
speaker an d  participant in ch il
dren’s literature seminars and con 
ferences.

But it is perhaps as the tireless, 
creative a n d  perceptive ed itor o f  
M agp ies , P a p ers  and T he L ite r a tu re  
Base  that A lf  M appin has had the 
greatest im p act on  ch ild ren ’s lit
erature in A ustralia  and, indeed, 
all around th e  world. T hese three 
literary m agazines have a truly in 
ternational circulation  and have 
succeeded in  putting Australia on 
the world literary map.

A l f  M a p p in

A lf is a valued m em ber in the 
Australian literature industry, in 
the C h ild ren ’s B ook  C o u n cil o f  
Australia, and as a hard-w orking  
and dedicated m em ber o f  the E ng
lish Teachers A ssociation o f  W est
ern Australia, the Australian  
Reading A ssociation and the A us
tralian S oc iety  o f  A uthors, and  
other clubs and societies.

H e has put together tw o an
th olog ies on Australian poetry: 
S in g  in  B r ig h t  co lours  and T a k in g  
th e  S u n , and he is the author o f  
over forty books, inclu d ing pupil 
texts and teaching materials for the 
W estern Australian E ducation D e 
partm ent.

H is d ed ication  and service to 
children  and literature can on ly  
contin ue to benefit the public, giv
ing us all a better understanding o f  
literature’s place in the world. ■

CH Currey Memorial Fellowship
Historians can benefit from this award, offered by the State Library of N S W

The C H  Currey M em orial 
F ellow sh ip  has been estab
lished by the Library C ou n 
cil o f  N S W  under the terms o f  the 
bequest m ade by the late Charles 
H erbert C u rrey ‘to p rom ote the 

writing o f  Australian history from  
the original sources’.

T h e late Dr Currey was a well 
know n A ustralian historian w ho  
was very co n sc iou s o f  the needs 
and problem s of research workers 
not supported  by grants from in
stitutions such as universities.

T h e  am ou n t o f  the award this 
zear w ill b e $ 1 2  0 00 . H ow ever, 
:his m ay b e divided between two

or m ore applicants.
T h e m on ey m ay be expended  

as the recipient sees fit, w ith in  the 
terms o f  the general in ten t o f  
Dr Currey.

Exam ples o f  use m ight be pay
m ent for photocop ies or for typing  
expenses, or for travel in co n n ec
tion with research.

A pplication forms are available 
from  the State Librarian, State  
Library of N S W , M acquarie 
Street, Sydney, 2 0 0 0 , and the clos
ing date for the receipt o f  applica
tions is 1 O cto b er  1 9 9 4 . An 
original plus tw o copies o f  applica
tions should be supplied.

take a fresh look at Australian art

a rtright
now

over 400 images on CD-ROM

An exciting new Australian CD-ROM
on contemporary art and artists:

•  more than 400 quality colour 
images of works by 40 artists

•  intelligent and incisive 
commentary on each picture

•  multimedia interviews with a 
selection of artists

•  biographies and bibliographies

•  runs on Macintosh and Windows

only $49 5 - less if 
you're a school

Contact Discovery Media for more details 
fax: 02 369 2276 tel: 02 369 4314 or 
write to: P0 Box 263 Woollahra 2025 NSW

First National 
Preservation Office 

Conference

P r e s e r v a t i o n  

m i c r o f i l m i n g :  

D o e s  i t  h a v e  a  

f u t u r e ?

4-6 May 1994 
at theState Library of South Australia

For information and 
registration forms contact 

Katy Bellingham on 
(06) 262 1357 

fax (06) 273 4493
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