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International Year of the Family
L ib ra ry - b a s e d  fa m ily  lite ra c y  —  Sue Scott, o f  th e  S ta te  L ib r a r y  o f  N S W ,  
h a s  so m e  id e a s  f o r  a c tio n

In a recent issue o f the NLA  
newsletter Link-up, Sue Scott 
suggests some action that li
braries could take as part o f their 
response to the International Year 
o f the Family. Her suggestions are 

reprinted here in the hope that 
they may be o f immediate value to 
inC ite readers and also trigger fur
ther thinking about the IYF. W hat 
is your library doing in this special 
year?
• R eading skills workshops f o r  p a r 

ents, p r es ch o o l teachers, fa m ily  day  
ca re p rovid ers, litera cy  educators. 
These could include: story tell
ing techniques; the importance 
o f reading to children for the de
velopment o f literacy skills; how  
to select books for your child; 
how to involve your child in the 
reading process; activities for 
parents and children together, 
eg. w ork games, nursery 
rhythms; an introduction to the 
services o f  the library; helping 
parents to gain access to infor-

Award
winning 
library 
in the city
P e r th  C ity  L ib r a r y  h a s  
w o n  th e  in a u g u ra l P u b lic  
L ib r a r y  M u lt ic u ltu ra l  
S e rv ic e s  A w a rd

The Award, presented by the 
Library Board o f  W estern  
Australia, with sponsorship 
from the Office o f M ulticultural 
Affairs, recognises and encourages 
public library initiatives in the 

provision o f services to 
multicultural or indigenous com 
munities in W estern Australia.

M r Nhan V o-V an, Assistant 
Secretary, Office o f M ulticultural 
Affairs, presented the Award  
plaque and cheque for $ 1 ,0 0 0  to 
Perth C ity Town Clerk, M r Reg 
Dawson, and Acting Manager o f  
Library Services, Maureen Chew, 
at a function held last October at 
the Alexander Library Building, 
Perth. ■

m ation on parenting, health, 
nutrition and pregnancy.

• R ead in g skills workshops ta rge tin g  
p a r en ts  w ith  low  lite ra cy .These 
workshops would be similar to 
those discussed above but liaison 
would be required with local lit
eracy tutors and staff would  
need to be aware o f the special 
sensitivities o f this group.

• Free books to d isa d van ta ged  ch il
d ren . This program would be 
run on a local basis and would  
involve liaison with the local 
community. It could be coupled 
with reading skills workshops 
for parents with low literacy 
skills.

• R ead in g p ro gram s w ith  ch ild ren . 
M any public libraries already 
run very successful reading pro
grams for children. In addition  
to these, reading programs could 
be run at the beach, at swim 
ming pools, at preschool centres, 
at workplace child care centres 
and at shopping centres.

• P a ren tin g  in fo rm a tion  centres. If 
not already happening, libraries 
could provide a collection o f  
videos, tapes, books and pam 
phlets on parenting, pregnancy, 
health, nutrition and local com

m unity inform ation, eg. lists o f 
local preschools.

• O utrea ch  co lle ction s . Libraries 
could lend out collections o f  
children’s material to preschool 
centres and family day care cen
tres.

• C om pu ter litera cy . Libraries 
could provide access to educa
tional com puter programs to 
help raise computer literacy.

• Program s f o r  p e o p le  o f  a non-E ng- 
lish speak ing ba ck ground  (NESB), 
p e o p le  w ith  d isab ilities , A borigi
n a l a n d  Forres S tra it Islanders. 
The above programs could all be 
targeted to particular groups in 
the com m unity. In addition, 
children and adults from NESB 
could he introduced to books in 
their own language.

• Oral history. W orking with local 
schools, children could be en
couraged to interview older 
members o f the community.

• Displays. Displays could locus 
on various aspects o f the family.

• F am ily N ew sletter. Services to 
families provided by the library 
and the community.

(Reproduced by kind permis
sion from an article in Link-up 84,
February 1994.) ■


