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D r u g  a n d  

a l c o h o l  l i b r a r i e s  

g e t  ' h o o k e d '

I t m a y  n o t be th e  ‘ in fo rm a ­
t io n  s u p e r  h ig h w a y ’ , b u t  a 
‘su p e r  c o l le c t io n ' o f  s p e c ia l­

is t  a lc o h o l a n d  d ru g  in fo rm a t io n  
is b e in g  c re a te d  b y  e le c t r o n ic a l ly  
l in k in g  th e  b es t a lc o h o l a n d  d ru g  
l ib r a r ie s  a ro u n d  A u s t r a l ia .  T h is  
p ilo t  sc h em e  is fu n d e d  u n d e r  th e  
N a t io n a l  D ru g  S t r a t e g y  b y  th e  
C o m m o n w e a lth  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  
H u m a n  R e so u rc e s  a n d  H e a lth .

U s in g  IL A N E T , a c o m m u n i­
c a t io n s  s y s te m  ru n  b y  th e  S ta te  
L ib r a r y  o f  N e w  S o u th  W a le s , 
e le v e n  s p e c ia l is t  a lc o h o l a n d  d ru g  
l ib r a r ie s  w i l l  be a b le  to  ‘ t a lk ’ 
e le c t r o n ic a l ly  w ith  e a c h  o th e r . 
T hey w il l  use  th e  n ew  sy s te m  to 

c a r r y  o u t  in t e r - l ib r a r y  lo a n s , 
se a rc h  fo r a n d  o rd e r  b o o k s  an d  
se r ia ls , sh a re  m a i l in g  l is ts , t r a n s ­
fer c a ta lo g u e  an d  d a ta b a s e  f ile s , 
h o ld  e le c t r o n ic  c o n fe r e n c e s , se t 
up  b u l le t in  b o a rd s  a n d  g e t  in to  
o th e r  n e tw o rk s  an d  se rv ic e s  th a t 
a re  p a r t  o f  th e  in f o r m a t io n  
‘h ig h w a y ’ .

P e te r M c C o rm a c k , C h ie f  L i­
b ra r ia n  a t th e  A lco h o l an d  o th e r 
D ru g s  C o u n c i l  o f  A u s tra l ia  
(A D C A ) lib ra r y  is su p e rv is in g  the 
p ro je c t. H e sees th is  in i t ia t iv e  as 
o ne  m o re  ex am p le  o f  h o w  lib ra r ie s  
an d  o th e r in fo rm a t io n  b ased  serv­
ices can  use n ew  in fo rm a tio n  tech ­
n o lo g y  to p ro v id e  b e tte r  serv ices to 
a ll th e ir  c lien ts .

T h e  C h ie f  E xecu tive  O ffic er  o f  
A D C A , D av id  C ro sb ie , s a id  th a t 
th e  p ro jec t is a ve ry  s ig n if ic an t  step 
fo rw ard  for the  a lco h o l an d  d ru g  
f ie ld . L in k in g  a ll these  lib ra r ie s  to ­
g e th e r  rem o ves th e  g e o g ra p h ic a l 
b o u n d a r ie s  to  in fo rm a t io n  sto red  
th ro u g h o u t A u stra lia .

Handing on the know ledge
A  r e p o r t  b y  P a t r i c i a  M c Q u e e n  o n  t h e  A L IA  S I G  
P r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  L ib r a r y  M a t e r i a l s  m e e t in g  In  t h e i r  h a n d s :  
m o d e l s  o f  p r e s e r v a t i o n  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  t r a i n i n g

The Conservation of Cultural Ma­
terials Program at the University 
of Canberra has been in existence 

for sixteen years. It is the only tertiary 
course in conservation in Australia.

Dr C olin  Pearson, D irector of the 
Program , asked the aud ience at this 
m eeting in Lebruary o f the State Libr­
ary  o f N SW : ‘Are you  gettin g  w hat 
you  w ant from the tra in in g  in stitu ­
tions? Are we providing the people the 
industry  needs?’ W hen  m ost o f the 
preservation w ork in libraries is at the 
paraprofessional level, should we train 
technicians instead o f conservators? If 
yes, then who w ill do it?

braining in conservation is inten­
sive, usually requ iring 1:1 staffstudent 
contact. Recent severe reductions in 
university funding have adversely af­
fected C anberra ’s ab ility  to m aintain  
this ratio. T he course is having to take 
in more students to m ake it financially 
viable.

Im portantly, there is little concern 
about the em p loym ent prospects of 
graduates. U ntil recently, on ly twelve 
students were accepted in each year. 
M ost o f these were autom atically  em ­
ployed. Since 1993, the intake has in ­
creased to 32 students per year. C an 
they all find  jobs? Are they being 
trained  to cope w ith  chang ing  em ­
ploym ent needs?

C o lin  also discussed the areas of 
conservation not being taught. These 
include conservation of books, photo­
graphs, film , sound and  video. To 
m an y  lib rarian s these are the m ajor 
com ponents o f their collections! M od­
ern m aterials are being overlooked. A  
couple o f years ago a Cooperative Re­
search C en tre , w ith  an em phasis on 
the preservation o f modern materials, 
was m ooted but has not com e about.

Dr Colin Pearson

These issues are still not being ad ­
dressed, but w ill be the preservation is­
sues lib raries w ill face in the next 
decade or so.

In the second h a lf o f the m eeting, 
D r Paul W ilson  from the School o f 
Inform ation , L ib rary  and A rchive 
S tud ies o f the U n iversity  o f  N S W  
spoke about the preservation and con­
servation studies for libraries and ar­
chives at the U n iversity  o f  Texas, 
Austin. He asked the question ‘does it 
live up to its reputation?’

T h is and m an y  more questions 
challenged and provoked the audience 
at the G roup’s February m eeting. Per­
haps it was ask ing too m uch to also 
come up w ith  the answers.

T he next ALIA SIG M eetings w ill 
he two o ne-day  sem inars. O n 
29 A pril, Ralph  M an n in g  from  the 
N ational L ib rary  o f  C anada , w ill 
speak on preservation  m icro film ing  
and mass deacidification. O n 3 M ay , 
A nne K enney from C ornell U n iver­
sity, w ill be the keynote speaker in a 
m eeting about digitisation .

For further details contact A lan  
H ow ell on (02) 230  1679 d u r in g  
business hours or Patricia M cQ ueen  
on (02) 908 3087 .
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