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ALIA and international relations
G eneral Council decided in 

1993 to review the ALIA  In­
ternational Relations Com ­

mittee (IRC), which had been inactive 
for many years, and at the first G en­
eral Council meeting in 1994 agreed 
to reconstitute the IRC, decided on a 
broad mission statement and on the 
committee's membership. It also de­
cided that the various specialists on 
the committee were best equipped to 
recommend to General Council ap­
propriate and specific objectives and 
terms of reference for their future ac­
tivity based on the agreed mission. 
This was an innovative and very sen­
sible way to establish a working com­
mittee and resulted in the committee 
gaining approval of their terms of ref­
erence by the end of 1994.

The membership of the com m it­
tee is Bill Linklater (elected by the IRC 
as Chair for 1995), W arren Horton, 
Helen Jarvis, Anthony Ketley, Robyn 
Stokes and Virginia W alsh.

Bill Linklater, Helen Jarvis and 
Robyn Stokes are the three nominees 
of General Council and were elected 
to the Committee by General Coun­
cil. Warren Horton is on the Commit­
tee ex-officio as the Australian 
Member of the IFLA Executive Board, 
and Anthony Ketley has a place on 
the committee ex-officio as convenor

of APSIG (the Asia Pacific Special In­
terest Group). Virginia W alsh, as Ex­
ecutive Director of A LIA , is an 
ex-officio member.

The terms of reference of the IRC 
are fairly broad and this has allowed 
the IRC to develop an action plan of 
specific objectives for 1995, and 
these are:
1 . To provide information to ALIA  

members on international library is­
sues.

2 .  To maintain active involvement 
with international and national li­
brary associations.

3 .  To encourage and coordinate the 
international activities of ALIA  D ivi­
sions, conferences and professional 
development programs.

4 .  To coordinate ALIA 's involvement 
in related organi­
sations.
5. To provide in­
put to general in­
quiries and policy 
forums on matters 
of international 
concern to the li­
brary and infor­
mation sector.
6. To provide 
regular reports to 
General Council 
on activities that 
have an interna­
tional focus.
7 . To promote the 

international activities and skills of 
A LIA  members.

8 .To promote the opportunities for 
ALIA  members to be involved in in­
ternational activities.

The IRC has met twice in 1995, in 
Canberra, and has established or is 
exploring a number of new initiatives, 
and is developing a monitoring proc­
ess for all associated activities. This 
brief article is the first action on one 
of these initiatives —  the IRC agreed 
that it should establish a Publications 
Schedule and contribute or solicit ap­

propriate columns to inC ite  on a bi­
monthly basis.

Some of the notable initiatives 
that are being investigated by the IRC 
or are in process can be summarised 
as follows:

A sia/P a c ific  lib rary  
professional developm ent 
program
A proposal is being developed seek­
ing federal government support, in 
partnership with A L IA , to establish a 
new program that w ill enable ind i­
vidual library and information pro­
fessionals to work on an approved 
project, in a developing country in 
the Asia P ac ific  region. The pro­
gram proposal bears some sim ilarity 
to an existing  U SA  activ ity  ca lled  
the L ib rary Fe llo w sh ip  Program 
funded annua lly  by the United 
States Information Agency and ad­
ministered by the Am erican Library 
Association —  a very successful and 
high-profile professional program.

A sia  fellow ships program  
This is an existing program funded 
by the Federal government. It is de­
signed to provide three month 
placem ents in specific Asian coun­
tries. The projects are identified and 
carried  out in association  w ith a 
professional association  of re l­
evance to the awardee's profession 
and the association is expected to 
assist the awardee with all program 
facilitation. As more information be­
com e availab le it w ill be published 
in in C ite  and in the APSIG  newslet­
ter.

D atab ase  of grants and  
program s
The National O ffice  is attempting to 
com b ine listings of library-based 
key Asia-related G overnm ent pro­
grams and programs from agencies 
such as the W orld Bank, Asian D e­
velopm ent Bank and the British 
C o uncil.

Publication exchang e  
The N ational O ffice  has im p le­
mented this and there are now a 
number of Library Associations with 
whom  we currently exchange pub­
lications. The publications are held 
in the National O ffice  for the use of 
all m embers on request or when 
visiting Canberra.

There are many other issues that 
have been discussed and acted upon 
by the IRC and those briefly discussed 
above are merely a sample. Full notes 
of the meetings are available on re­
quest and it is hoped that the notes of 
the meetings w ill be available shortly 
via ALIAnet.
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