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Northern Territory library
Sheila  Forrest, M an ag er, Reference and  Parliam entary  services  
talks about the new  NT lib rary .

T he closure o f  the form er 
Parliam entary Library and 
the S tate L ibrary o f the 

N orthern  Territory, and the relo
cation o f all assets to the new Par
liam ent H ouse complex in Darwin 
has been successfully achieved. The 
new N orthern  Territory  Library is 
truly a jo in t use facility, offering li
brary services to m em bers o f the 
public, m embers o f the Legislative 
Assembly and their staff, staff o f  
the D epartm ent o f the C hief M in 
ister, as well as the A dm inistrator 
and staff.

T he move and the merger were 
the culm ination o f four years plan
n ing w hich began w ith  the an 
nouncem ent early in 1991 that the 
two libraries w ould move into the 
new Parliam ent H ouse in the State 
Square complex on com pletion o f 
bu ild ing  works. D uring  the last 
four years library staff w orked 
closely w ith the developers, archi
tects and interior designers to en
sure th a t the new library was 
functional and com fortable.
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O n  25 N ovem ber 1994 a wake 
was held to m ourn  the closure o f 
the State Library'. Over 200 library 
users and staff com m em orated the 
service w hich had been provided 
by the library since it opened in 
1980, and wished it well in its new 
guise in its new  location. M any 
m onths o f p lanning had gone into 
the physical relocation o f the two 
libraries and to the credit o f all in 
volved the m ove w ent exception
ally sm oothly. D arw in has just 
experienced its m ost torrential wet 
season, bu t fortunately the record 
'w et’ d id  not begin until after the 
move was substantially com pleted.

By 9 January  1995 all was in 
place in the m agnificent new li
brary prem ises in Parliam ent 
House. T here, the library is located 
on one side o f  the Great Hall, the 
P arliam ent on the other. T he li
brary’s reference and the N orthern 
Australia collections are housed on 
the en try  floor; the main collec
tion, governm ent publications, 
newspapers, serials on the floor be
low; a special hum idity  and tem 
perature controlled display area is 
located on the lower mezzanine for 
special collections; and the parlia
m entary reading area on the upper 
mezzanine.

The new geography has greatly 
encouraged library usage by parlia
m entarians and their staff, and it 
has coincided w ith  the foreshad
owing o f legislation to legalise vol
untary euthanasia in the N orthern  
T errito ry . T his has generated an 
enorm ous dem and for inform ation 
about eu thanasia generally, and 
about the  experience in ju risd ic
tions w here vo lun tary  euthanasia 
has been perm itted  by law. The 
new library’s In ternet connections

were p u t to the test, and  passed 
w ith flying colours.

Library tours and other educa
tional measures have been running 
virtually non-stop since early Jan u 
ary. A popular feature o f the tours 
has been dem onstrations o f ‘T erri
tory images’, the library’s laser disc 
based collection of m ore than 
40 000 historic photographs which 
can now be retrieved by on-line 
search and reviewed on screen.

O ne result o f the move into the 
governm ent p recinct has been 
greatly increased library usage by 
governm ent departm ents, as well 
as by Parliam entarians. A nother 
outcom e o f the move has been ex
tended library opening hours du r
ing sittings o f the Legislative 
Assembly, w hen the library stays 
open until 8 pm.

M uch adm ired features of the 
new  library’s physical in frastruc
ture include purpose bu ilt fu rn i
ture and o ther design details. A 
rem nant o f  an historic stone wall 
incorporated in the library’s entry 
foyer marks the site o f the old post 
office, where there was heavy loss 
o f life during the first air raids on 
D arw in on 19 February 1942. A 
W orld  W ar II com m em orative 
quilt which graces the wall the en
trance. T he quilt is an assembly o f 
thousands o f signed patches, each 
one com m em orating wartim e asso
ciations in the Territory  of an ind i
vidual or family. T h e  qu ilt was 
designed and made by a m em ber 
o f the library’s N orthern  Australia 
collection staff.

Once again we are proving that it 
is different up here. T he new library 
was opened by the Minister with re
sponsibility for libraries, the H on 
Steve H atton MLA, on 22 May. ■


