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ALIAnet update
W h at's  been happening  since the launch of ALIAnet
T he  A L IA  in te rn e t se rv ice s  

p ro je c t has a c h ie v e d  a n u m b e r 
o f  s ig n if ic a n t m ile s to n e s  in th e  

past fe w  m o n th s . In p a r t ic u la r , th e  A L IA  
W o r ld  W id e  W e b  site  w as  tra n s fe rre d  
fro m  th e  N a tio n a l L ib ra ry  W e b  site, and 
is up  an d  ru n n in g  here  in A L IA  H ou se  
(at th e  U R L o f  h ttp ://w w w .a lia .o rg .a u ). 
C o n s e q u e n tly  th e  A L IA  w e b  pages on  
o ffe r ha ve  been u p d a te d , m o d if ie d  and  
en la rg e d  re g u la r ly . T h e re  is s till a ra ft o f  
m a te ria l th a t w i l l  be a d d e d  o v e r tim e : 
space  is s t ill a v a ila b le  to  p o s t m a n y  
h o m e  pages fo r spec ia l in te re s t g roups, 
b ra n ch e s  an d  d iv is io n s . If y o u  ha ve  a 
page th a t yo u  w o u ld  lik e  a d d e d , o r  if 
yo u  ha ve  a page o r tw o  e lse w h e re  th a t 
yo u  w o u ld  lik e  to  see a lin k  to , p lease 
c o n ta c t Ivan [ iva n .tru n d le@ a lia .o rg .a u l 
in  th e  N a t io n a l O f f ic e  o n
(06) 2 8 5  1 8 7 7 . O u r  a im  is to  p ro 
v id e  a c o m p re h e n s iv e  c o lle c t io n  o f  L i
b ra ry -re la te d  in fo rm a tio n  fo r  m e m b e rs  
and  n o n -m e m b e rs  a lik e . W e  a lso  have 
p lans  to  p ro v id e  space fo r  o th e r  asso
c ia tio n s  o n  a fe e -fo r-sp a ce  p ro v id e d  b a 
sis.

A  s ig n if ic a n t n u m b e r o f  re la te d  w e b  
sites (n a tio n a lly  an d  in te rn a tio n a lly )  th a t 
w o u ld  b e n e fit fro m  h a v in g  a lin k  to  th e  
A L IA  w e b  pages ha ve  been  id e n t if ie d  
and w e  ha ve  been successfu l in  g e ttin g  
o u r  w e b  site  lin k e d  th ro u g h  th e ir  pages. 
Th is  p rocess  is o n -g o in g  an d  w e  a im  to  
o ffe r m a n y  m o re  lin k s  o u t to  o th e r  o r 
g a n is a t io n s  a n d  re le v a n t b o d ie s , thus  
sp re a d in g  ne w s o f  A L IA  fa r an d  w id e .

W e b  access w i l l  e v e n tu a lly  be  p ro 
v id e d  to  A L IA  N a tio n a l O ff ic e  staff, to  
th e  e x te n t th a t m o s t p ro - fo rm a  d o c u 
m e n ta tio n  an d  b o o k le ts  w i l l  be  re p re 
sented as w e b  pages. In tim e  th is  w i l l  
m o s t l ik e ly  p ro v e  to  be  th e  fo rm  in 
w h ic h  m o s t in te rn a l a n d  e x te rn a lly  
a v a ila b le  d o c u m e n ts  an d  d ia rie s  w i l l  be 
he ld .

Dial-in access
F o llo w in g  e x te n s iv e  te s tin g  to  e n su re  
s e c u rity  o f  th e  N a tio n a l O ff ic e 's  c o m 
p u te r n e tw o rk , th e  A L IA n e t d ia l- in  serv
ice  is n o w  in p la c e  and  rea dy  to  ro ll.  A ll

th a t rem ains  to  be d o n e  is fo r the  a p p ro 
p r ia te  so ftw a re  b u n d le  to  be packaged  
to g e th e r and o ffe re d  to  A L IA n e t users. 
F o llo w in g  an e x te n s iv e  s u rve y  o f  th e  
needs o f  A C T  m e m b e rs , th e  A C T  
B ranch  is a b o u t to  m a ke  a v a ila b le  at a 
re d u c e d  p r ic e  (h o p e fu lly )  o n e  o r  p e r
haps som e o f th e  in te rn e t b o o k  and  d isk  
packages on  th e  m a rke t to d a y  (the disks 
in c lu d e d  w i l l  re q u ire  a m in o r  a m o u n t 
o f  f in e - tu n in g  and  lo c a lis a tio n  p r io r  to  
use w ith  o u r  n e tw o rk ) , th u s  a l lo w in g  
d ia l-u p  access. A L IA  m e m b ers  w a n tin g  
a d v ic e  on  m o d e m  p u rch a s e , s u ita b le  
h a rd w a re  re q u ire m e n ts , a n d  A L IA n e t 
access are in v ite d  to  c o n ta c t Ivan T ru n 
d le  at the  N a tio n a l O ff ic e .

M a n y  b ra n c h e s  an d  d iv is io n s  o f  
A L IA  have been v e ry  in te rested in  th e  
d e v e lo p m e n t o f A L IA n e t, and  the  p ro v i
s ion  o f  e q u ita b le  access. A  lo n g e r-te rm  
s tra tegy is to  fin d  e c o n o m ic a l w ays  o f 
p ro v id in g  d ia l- in  access to  a ll m e m b ers  
o f  A L IA , fro m  a n y w h e re  in  A u s tra lia , 
p o ss ib ly  in the  fo rm  o f a lo ca lly -a c ce s - 
s ib le  te le p h o n e  n u m b e r. So far, th is  a p 
pears to  be an e x p e n s iv e  p ro p o s it io n , 
g ive n  the  a n tic ip a te d  n u m b e r o f users. 
The N a tio n a l O ff ic e  is c u rre n tly  e n c o u r
ag in g  b ra nch  o ffice rs  to  inves tiga te  a c 
cess to  o u r  in te rn e t se rve r th ro u g h  
c o m m e rc ia l and  e d u c a t io n a l access 
p ro v id e rs .

N ew sgroup access/  
listservs
T hese  e le m e n ts  o f  th e  in te rn e t p i lo t  
p ro je c t have no t been im p le m e n te d  at 
th e  tim e  o f  w r it in g . C u rre n t listservs can 
be subscribed  to  a lre a d y : h o w e v e r th e  
lo n g -te rm  a im  is to  p la c e  o n  the  A L IA  
se rve r n e w  lis tse rvs  a n d  to  m ig ra te  
so m e  e x is tin g  lis tse rvs  s p e c if ic a lly  
a im e d  at th e  lib ra ry  p ro fess ion . T h is  as
p e c t o f  th e  p ro je c t w i l l  be  e m b a rk e d  
u p o n  fo llo w in g  s ho rt-te rm  e v a lu a tio n  o f  
c o re  se rv ice s  (e -m a il a n d  w o r ld -w id e  
w e b  access). N ew sg rou ps  w i l l  e v e n tu 
a l ly  be  access ib le  th ro u g h  th e  p ro v id e d  
W e b  b ro w se r so ftw a re , l im ite d  o n ly  by  
th e  a m o u n t o f b a n d w id th  (the  s ize  o f 
o u r  in te rn e t lin k ) a v a ila b le .

E-m ail services
Th ere  are tw o  strategies in  th e  p ro v is io n  
o f  e -m a il serv ices th ro u g h  th is  p ro je c t: 
o n e  is to  p ro v id e  an e -m a il se rv ice  fo r 
a n y  A L IA  m e m b e r w h o  w is h e s  to  a c 
cess th e  A L IA n e t server, e ith e r by  d ia l-  
in access o r  b y  a te ln e t session o v e r the  
in te rn e t; th e  seco nd  s tra tegy  is to  p ro 
v id e  in te rn e t e -m a il fu n c t io n a l i ty  fo r  
s ta ff w o rk in g  in  th e  A L IA  N a tio n a l O f 
fice .

T h e  firs t s tra te gy  is f u l ly - im p le 
m e n te d . Users re q u ir in g  e -m a il serv ices 
w i l l  be p ro v id e d  w ith  an e -m a il address 
a c c e s s ib le  fro m  a n y w h e re  o n  th e  
in te rn e t, o r  by  d ia l- in  access. The sec
o n d  pa rt has p ro ve d  to  be  m o re  d i f f ic u l t  
to  im p le m e n t. A t th e  t im e  o f  w r it in g  w e  
are  a lm o s t th e re : a ll s ta ff a re  a b le  to  
send e -m a il to  a n yw h e re , h o w e v e r o n ly  
o n e  m e m b e r o f  staff is a b le  to  rece ive  
in c o m in g  e -m a il.  R eso lu tio n  o f  th is  m i
n o r  d i le m m a  is e x p e c te d  Real S oon 
N o w . . .

Sum m ary
W h ils t  it m ig h t s u p e rf ic ia lly  ap p e a r th a t 
l i t t le  has been d o n e  in  th e  m o n th s  s ince  
th e  la u n c h , a great de a l o f  a c tiv ity  has 
in d e e d  ta ke n  p la c e . M u c h  o f  it has 
been d u e  to  th e  hard  w o rk  o f  a n u m b e r 
o f  in d iv id u a ls  fro m  w ith in  A L IA , fro m  
e d u c a tio n a l in s titu t io n s , and  fro m  c o m 
m e rc ia l o rg a n is a tio n s , a ll o f  w h o m  
ha ve  p ro v id e d  a d v ic e  a n d  h e lp  
th ro u g h o u t th e  p ro je c t.

T he  se rv ice  is a lre a d y  p ro v in g  to  be 
a success, in  th a t o u r  W e b  s ite  is b e in g  
accessed d a ily ,  and  a great de a l o f  in 
te rest has been s h o w n  b y  p e o p le  w ith in  
an d  fro m  o u ts id e  A L IA . T h e  p i lo t  
p ro je c t is s till ve ry  m u ch  in  its 'e v o lu 
t io n ' stage, b u t has p ro ve d  to  be s tab le  
and  fle x ib le . W e  are at the  b r in k  o f  e x 
p e r ie n c in g  an e x p lo s io n  o f  in te re s t in 
A L IA n e t, a n d  are  re a d y  to  e m b a rk  on  
th e  ne x t phase —  th a t o f  a d d in g  v a lu e  
to  a f le d g lin g  b u t p ra c tic a lly  b o un d le ss  
m e m b e rs h ip  in fo rm a tio n  se rv ice .

Ivan Trundle, 
Systems a n d  Design M anager
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• Bound volumes or long 
runs all 19th and 20th 
century Australian and 
overseas newspapers

• Also popular MAGAZINES 
(e.g. Life, Look, Women's 
Weekly, etc.) to 1970
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(Member of the Ephemera Society of Australia] 
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217 Chapel Street, Prahran, Vic 3181
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