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ODIN: god of war?
A  new  integrated lib rary  m anagem ent system for the A ustra lian  Departm ent of Defence

DIN is about to arrive.
No, not the Norse God 

of War and Wisdom, but an 
exciting new Integrated Library Man
agement System soon to be opera
tional throughout the Australian 
Department of Defence.

The Defence Information Serv
ices (DIS) Network is confident that 
ODIN will cater to the growing and 
increasingly complex information 
needs of the Australian Department 
of Defence.

The Department’s library organi
sation, DIS Network, has over 
60 special libraries situated through
out Australia. The combined network 
collection consists of over a million 
items, including monographs, serials,

non-book material, technical reports 
and specialised defence material such 
as military pamphlets. CADRE, an 
index of selected defence related jour
nal articles, is part of the DIS cata
logue, and is also made available to 
the wider library community through 
AUSINET.

O D IN  features
Online Defence Information Net
work, ODIN, uses the SIRSI Corpo
ration’s Unicorn collection 
management system which runs on 
the Unix operating system.

Extremely user friendly with a 
powerful search capability, ODIN 
contains special features full of excit
ing possibilities.

In the future, Enhanced Re
searchers Access (ERA) will allow us
ers to formulate a search and run it 
simultaneously on both inhouse and 
specified external databases.

SIRSI offers an accountability 
structure which is of particular rel
evance to the Defence environment. 
Access to sensitive material can be 
carefully monitored.

The enhanced Public Access 
Module provides OPAC users with 
boolean, proximity and relational op
erators and truncation search features.

ODIN offers a versatile and com
prehensive report generation facility. 
Reports can be designed for specific 
library tasks, and set to run at pre
scribed times according to need. ■

LISWA information gateway

T he Library and Information 
Service of Western Australia 
(LISWA) is currently en

gaged on a $3.6 million overhaul of

T h e  D is n e y  C o r p o r a t i o n 's  
d o n e  it ,  Rolling  stone's 
p u b l is h e r s  h a v e  d o n e  it ,  s o  
h a s  W in d h a m  H i l l  r e c o rd s  
—  b u t  m a r k e t in g  o n  th e  

N e t  i s n ' t  ju s t  f o r  g l a m o u r  b u s i 
n e s s e s . T h e  U n iv e r s i t y  C o - o p  
B o o k s h o p ,  A u s t r a l ia 's  la r g e s t  
a c a d e m ic  b o o k  r e t a i l e r  h a s  
s o lv e d  a u n iq u e  c o m m u n ic a t io n  
p r o b le m  b y  b e c o m in g  t h e  f i r s t  
A u s t r a l ia n  g e n e r a l a n d  a c a d e m ic  
b o o k s to r e  s e l l in g  o n  th e  in te r n e t .

T h e  C o - o p  h a s  m o r e  th a n  
45 b r a n c h e s  o n  u n iv e r s i t y  a n d  
T A F E  c o l l e g e  c a m p u s e s  a c ro s s  
A u s t r a l ia  a n d  jo i n i n g  th e  o r g a n i 
s a t io n  ( fo r  $ 1 5 )  h a s  b e e n  a p a r t  
o f  s tu d e n t  l i f e  s in c e  1 958.

B u t s ta y in g  in  t o u c h  w i t h  its  
m e m b e r s  h a s  a lw a y s  b e e n  a 
p r o b le m  f o r  t h e  C o - o p .  O n c e  
s tu d e n ts  le a v e  u n iv e r s i t y  a n d  
m o v e  t w o  o r  th r e e  t im e s  t h e y  b e 
c o m e  u n r e a c h a b le ,  e v e n  th o u g h  
th e y 'r e  e n t i t le d  to  s to re  d is c o u n ts  
f o r  l i fe .

T h e  In te r n e t  h a s  p r o v id e d  th e  
s o lu t io n .  A s  m e m b e r s  c a n  c o n 
t a c t  th e  N e t  f r o m  a n y w h e r e  in  
th e  w o r ld  f o r  le ss  th a n  it  c o s ts  to

its information technology system. 
‘Project information access’ will 
bring together the wealth of infor
mation sources in the state’s public

p h o n e  o r  w r i t e ,  t h e y  c a n  c o n 
t i n u e  t o  b u y  b o o k s ,  s o f tw a r e ,  
C D - R O M  m a t e r ia l ,  a u d io  ta p e s  
a n d  C D s  a t  a d is c o u n t  f r o m  th e  
C o - o p ,  n o  m a t te r  w h e r e  th e y  
l iv e .

T h e  f r e e  s e r v ic e ,  c a l l e d  th e  
O n l i n e  B o o k s h o p ,  p r o v id e s  th e  
c h a in 's  d a ta b a s e  o f  350 000 t i 
t le s  fo r  p u b l ic  a c c e s s  a n d  o r d e r 
in g .

S tu d e n ts ,  a c a d e m ic s ,  in d e e d  
th e  g e n e ra !  p u b l ic ,  c a n  lo g  in to  
th e  d a ta b a s e s ,  p la c e  t h e i r  o r d e r  
a n d  h a v e  th e  b o o k s  d e l iv e r e d  to  
t h e i r  o w n  a d d re s s  o r  t o  t h e i r  
n e a re s t  C o - o p  b r a n c h .

T o  f i n d  t h e  C o - o p  O n l i n e  
B o o k s h o p ,  d o  o n e  o f  th e  f o l l o w 
in g :  W W W :  t y p e  http://mail.coop- 
bookshop.com.au; G O P H E R :  ty p e  
mail.coop-bookshop.com.au 70; 
A A R N E T :  t y p e  COOp-
bookshop.com.au o r
1 9 2 .1 5 3 .1 5 8 .1 1  a t t e ln e t  p r o m p t .

F o r  m o r e  in f o r m a t io n  o n  th e  
U n iv e r s i t y  C o - o p e r a t iv e  B o o k 
s h o p 's  O n l i n e  B o o k s h o p ,  c a l l  
L y n d a l C o o te  o n  (02) 325 9707 
o r  e - m a i l  h e r  a t  lcoote@mail.coop- 
bookshop. com.au. ■

and government libraries and 
record collections, and in commu
nity service organisations. The 
project will also provide a link to 
other information systems in Aus
tralia and overseas.

W ith all of Western Australia’s 
more than 230 public libraries 
linked into and benefiting from the 
new system, LISWA will be able to 
provide a range of information 
services to even the most isolated li
brary. The system will allow faster 
and more efficient searching for 
material throughout the State’s net
work of libraries and retrieval of 
documents will be aided by the au
tomatic processing of requests. In 
addition, any one with internet ac
cess will be able to gain access to 
LISWA material.

The new system allows informa
tion to be stored as text, sound and 
image. Both basic and sophisticated 
searching will be available, accord
ing to the needs and abilities of the 
users. Under Project information ac
cess, the number of workstations for 
library users and staff will be in
creased, particularly at the Alexan
der Library Building which houses 
the State Reference Library, the 
State Archives, the J S Battye Li
brary of West Australian History, 
State Music Library and the State 
Film and Video Library.

It is planned that new services 
provided by Project information ac
cess will become available progres
sively from next year. ■
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