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Some of the international delegates at the Techs a t th e  to p  conference in Darwin. (L-R) Mr 
Mukhtar Dolle, Hasanuddin University, Ujung Pandang; Mr Amin Baco, Hasanuddin 

University; M s  Sarah Wirawan, Director General of Higher Eduction; M s  Etty Hoesein, 
University Pattimura, Ambon; Ms Silvia Rogi, University of Sam Ratulangi, Sulawesi; Mr 

A C  Sundgkana Hadi, University of Cenderawasih, Iran Jaya; Mr Mustafa, C  V Toko 
Buku Tropen, Jakarta; M s  Ratnaningsih, Airlangga University, Surabaya.

T he N T  b ra nch  has a sm a ll m e m 
b e rs h ip  a n d  m a n y  o f  o u r  m e m 
bers liv e  in  re la t iv e ly  is o la te d  

areas. T h is  yea r N T  B ranch  m e eting s  
w e re  he ld  to  c o in c id e  w ith  th e  reg u la r 
v is it to  D a rw in  o f lib ra r ia n s  fro m  th e  
re g io n a l centres. R oslyn C ou s in s  fro m  
A lic e  Springs, A d e le  G o o d e n  fro m  the  
Jab iru  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , M a ry  S to rey  
fro m  K a the rine , M a g g ie  T ravers  fro m  
N h u lu n b u y  an d  She lagh W a ls h  fro m  
T e n n a n t C re e k  w e re  re g u la r  p a r t ic i
pants.

S taff d e v e lo p m e n t is a h igh  p r io r 
ity  fo r  m e m b e rs  in  th e  N T  b u t fo r 
m a n y  o f  o u r  m e m b e rs  th e  costs  in 
v o lv e d  in  tra v e llin g  to  a tte n d  c o n fe r
ences o r  s ta ff d e v e lo p m e n t a c tiv it ie s  is 
v e ry  h igh . In an e ffo rt to  a lle v ia te  th is  
p ro b le m  th e  B ra n ch  has d e v e lo p e d  
g u id e lin e s  as to  w h e n  it w i l l  p ro v id e  
fu n d in g  assistance fo r m e m b e rs . The 
firs t pe rson to  re ce ive  fu n d in g  assist
a n ce  u n d e r th is  in it ia t iv e  w as  Lisa 
D a rb y  fro m  C e n tra lia n  C o lle g e  in  A lic e  
Springs, w h o  a tten ded  th e  T ech s at the 
top  c o n fe re n c e  in D a rw in .  T h e  N T  
B ranch  a lso  p ro v id e d  $ 5 0 0  to w a rd s  the  
cos t o f  b r in g in g  on e  o f  th e  In don es ian  
de legates  to  D a rw in  fo r th e  c o n fe re n ce .

T w o  o u ts ta n d in g  s tuden ts  re ce ive d  
a w a rds  th is  year. E liza be th  R oberts  re
c e iv e d  th e  a w a rd  as th e  o u ts ta n d in g
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g ra d u a te  in  th e  A s so c ia te  D ip lo m a  in  
L ib ra ry  P ra c tic e  a n d  L y n d a  W e d d in g  
th e  a w a rd  as th e  best g ra d u a tin g  s tu 
d e n t fo rm  th e  B a c h e lo r o f  L ib ra ry  and 
In fo rm a tio n  M a n a g e m e n t.

T h e  m a jo r  e v e n t fo r  th e  ye a r w as  
the T e ch s  at the to p  c o n fe re n c e . T h e  
c o n fe re n c e  c o m m itte e , w ith  som e  as
s is tance  fro m  th e  N o r th e rn  T e rr ito ry  
U n iv e rs ity ,  s p o n so re d  f iv e  de le ga tes  
fro m  Jakarta, Iran |aya, U ju n g , Pandang, 
S ura ba ya  an d  S u la w e s i. T h e  N o rth e rn  
T e rr ito ry  G o v e rn m e n t spon so red  th re e  
de legates  fro m  Jakarta an d  A m b o n . T h e  
c lose  p ro x im ity  o f  D a rw in  to  Southeast 
A s ia  p ro v id e d  a g o o d  o p p o r tu n ity  fo r 
A u s tra lia n  lib ra ry  te c h n ic ia n s  to  ex -
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n W e s te rn  A u s tra lia  th e  P u b lic  L ib ra r
ies s ec tion  has had an a c tiv e  year.

In June th e  s e c tio n  p re se n te d  a 
se m in a r o n  e n te rp r is e  b a rg a in in g  w ith  
A L IA  pe rso n n e l an d  in d u s tr ia l serv ices 
m ana ge r Ph il Teece . A p p ro x im a te ly  60  
p e o p le  lis te n e d  to  P h il ta lk  a b o u t th e  
changes in  in d u s tr ia l re la tio n s  pra c tice s  
in  A u s tra lia  an d  th e  c h a lle n g e s  posed 
b y  these changes. D iscu ss io n  ranged on  
issues o f  w o rk p la c e  re fo rm , f le x ib i l i ty  in 
w o rk in g  a rra n g e m e n ts , fa m ily  issues 
and p ro d u c t iv ity .  Phil spoke  on  th e  m e 
c h a n ic s  o f  p u tt in g  to g e th e r  an e n te r 
prise  ag ree m en t, item s fo r  in c lu s io n  in 
the  ag reem en ts  as w e ll as strategies on  
h o w  to  c o m p ile  th e  best a g re e m e n t 
poss ib le  fo r  y o u r  s ta ff and o rg a n isa tio n .

L a u rie  B o y d , p r in c ip a l c o n s u lta n t 
fro m  M u n i S o lu tio n s , fa c il ita te d  a 
s t im u la t in g  s e m in a r on  C o m p e tit iv e  
ten d e r in g  in the  lib ra ry  c o n te x t  a t 
M o r le y  l ib ra ry  o n  F rid a y  2 0  O c to b e r . 
T h ir ty  p e o p le , m a in ly  lib ra r ia n s  an d  
o th e r  lo c a l g o v e rn m e n t m a n a g e rs  a t
te n d e d  th e  fu ll d a y  w o rk s h o p . Sessions 
in c lu d e d  an e x p la n a tio n  o f  c o m p e tit iv e

ch a n g e  ideas w ith  th e ir  Southeast A s ian  
co lleag ue s .

O n  th e  in d u s tr ia l fro n t,  w e  w e l
c o m e d  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  m e e t w ith  
Phil Teece in June to  d iscuss  in d u s tr ia l 
issues. A  p a rt ic u la r  c o n c e rn  w as th e  sa l
a ry  c la s s ific a tio n  le ve l fo r  lib ra ry  te c h 
n ic ia n s  in  s c h o o ls . T h e  L ib ra ry  
T e c h n ic ia n s  g ro u p , w ith  ass is tance  
fro m  th e  C o m m u n ity  a n d  P u b lic  Sector 
LJn ion  a n d  A L IA  (P h ii T eece ), f in a l ly  
w o n  a fo u r  year b a ttle  in  S ep tem ber to  
have lib ra ry  te c h n ic ia n s  in  scho o ls  re c 
o g n is e d  as l ib ra ry  te c h n ic ia n s , ra th e r 
than  c lass ifie d  as 'S c h o o l assistants'.

Frances Roberts 
and Kaye Bartlett
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te n d e rin g  in lo ca l g o v e rn m e n t, a pres
e n ta tio n  o f m o d e ls  fro m  A u s tra lia  and 
a ro u n d  th e  w o rd  o n  d e v e lo p in g  c o m 
p e t it iv e  te n d e r in g , d e v e lo p in g  a s tra t
eg y , bus iness  u n its , c o s t in g  fo r  
c o n te s ta b ility  an d  th e  s p e c ific a tio n  and 
te n d e r in g  process. L a u rie 's  e x p e r ie n c e  
in th e  area o f  c o m p e tit iv e  te n d e rin g  in 
lo c a l g o v e rn m e n t p ro v id e d  a v a lu a b le  
in t ro d u c t io n  a n d  in s ig h t to  th e  c h a l
lenges in  th e  area o f  c o m p e tit iv e  te n 
d e r in g  fa c in g  lo c a l g o v e rn m e n t 
lib ra ria n s  in W e s te rn  A u s tra lia .

T h is  ye a r th e  s e c t io n 's  A G M  w as  
c o m b in e d  w ith  th e  p re se n ta tio n  o f  the  
Jean R yd ing  A w a rd  a t a b reakfast at the  
M a t ild a  Bay R e s ta u ra n t on  F r id a y  10 
N o v e m b e r. Th is  is an a w a rd  fo r e x c e l
le nce  presented to  a lib ra r ia n  c o m p le t
in g  th e ir  f irs t fo u r  y ea rs  o f  w o rk  as a 
p u b lic  lib ra r ia n .

The U n io n  list o f  p e r io d ica ls  c o v e r 
ing th e  h o ld in g s  o f  a ll W es te rn  A u s tra l
ian P u b lic  L ib ra ries  w i l l  be u p d a te d  in
19 96 .

Sue North 
Committee member


