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TA FE S e c t io n  (Q ld )

T he  TAFE s e c t io n  h a d  a b u sy  y e a r 
in  1 9 9 5  w ith  th e  m a in  fo c u s  b e 
in g  th e  N a t io n a l TAFE  s e c t io n  B i
e n n ia l c o n fe re n c e  h e ld  in  B r is b a n e  

o n  2 8 - 2 9  S e p te m b e r . T h e  Q u e e n s 
la n d  g ro u p  c o m m it te e  d e c id e d  to  
h o ld  tw o  e v e n in g  fu n c t io n s  as th e  
c o n fe re n c e  a im e d  to  p ro v id e  th e  
m a in  p ro fe s s io n a l a c t iv i t y  fo r  th e  
y e a r. T h e s e  e v e n in g  fu n c t io n s  w e re  
o n  In te ra c t iv e  m u l t im e d ia  a n d  th e  
in te rn e t.

T h e  c o n fe re n c e , TAFE libraries: a 
quality service, p r o v id e d  m e m b e rs  
w ith  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  h e a r spea ke rs  
f ro m  TAFE , u n iv e rs ity  a n d  th e  p r iv a te  
s e c to r  s p e a k  a b o u t  m a n y  a s p e c ts  o f  
q u a l i t y  l ib r a r y  s e rv ic e ;  to  n e tw o rk ,  
m e e t w ith  c o lle a g u e s  a n d  e n jo y  th e  
b e a u t ifu l B r is b a n e  s p r in g  w e a th e r .  It 
p ro v e d  to  b e  an  in fo rm a t iv e  a n d  s u c 
c e ss fu l c o n fe re n c e .

T h e  f irs t e v e n in g  fu n c t io n  o n  in 
te ra c t iv e  m u lt im e d ia  w a s  h e ld  in  Ju ly . 
R o b e rt B u rn h e im  fro m  th e  lib ra ry  a n d  
in fo rm a t io n  m a n a g e m e n t s e rv ic e s  at 
th e  O p e n  L e a rn in g  In s titu te  p re se n te d

a c o n d e n s e d  v e rs io n  o f  h is  ro a d  
s h o w . T h is  w a s  w e l l  a t te n d e d  a n d  a 
m o s t in fo r m a t iv e  e v e n in g .  W e  s a w  
s o m e  in te re s tin g  in te ra c t iv e  m u lt im e 
d ia  p ro g ra m s  a n d  h e a rd  a b o u t  th e  
p o s s ib il i t ie s  fo r  u s in g  th is  te c h n o lo g y  
in  th e  d e liv e ry  o f  v o c a t io n a l e d u c t io n  
a n d  t ra in in g .

A n  in te rn e t  a w a re n e s s  se ss io n  
to o k  p la c e  in  N o v e m b e r .  
J u d y  P e a c o c k  f r o m  Q U T  l ib ra r y ,  an  
e x p e r ie n c e d  in te rn e t  u s e r a n d  k e y  
tra in e r  in  th e  in te rn e t g a ve  a d e m o n 
s tra tio n  o f  th e  w o r ld  w id e  w e b  a n d  e- 
m a il.  T h e  sess ion  a im e d  a t p ro v id in g  
e x p o s u re  to  th e  in te rn e t fo r  th o s e  u n 
fa m i l ia r  w i t h  it, a n d  an  e x a m p le  o f  
h o w  to  ru n  an  in te rn e t a w a re n e ss  ses
s io n  fo r  th o s e  w h o  h a d  s o m e  e x p e r i
e n c e .

O n  b e h a lf  o f  th e  TA F E  s e c t io n  
(Q u e e n s la n d  g ro u p ), D a v id  P e rry  a n d  
J a n ic e  C o o k  a t te n d e d  a p la n n in g  
m e e t in g  o rg a n is e d  b y  th e  Q u e e n s 
la n d  B ra n c h  c o u n c i l  to  p la n  a c t iv it ie s  
fo r  th e  c o m in g  y e a r.

Janice Cook, Secretary

S c h o o l S e c tio n  (N S W )

It has been a v e ry  a c tiv e  yea r fo r the  
S c h o o l S e c tio n  N S W . A  c o lle c t iv e  
e n e rg e tic  e f fo r t fro m  th is  c o m m itte e  
has p ro d u c e d  som e  w o n d e r fu l results. 

L o b b y in g , p ro fe s s io n a l d e v e lo p m e n t, 
te le c o n fe re n c in g  an d  m e e ting s  have  fo 
cused  on  such issues as eq ua l access to  
in fo rm a tio n  te c h n o lo g y , d u a l q u a lif ic a 
tio n s  fo r  te a c h e r- l ib ra r ia n s , and  en su r
in g  th a t n a t io n a l a n d  s ta te -w id e  
in fo rm a tio n  fo r  s c h o o ls  (SCIS c u r r ic u 
lu m  d ire c to ra te  a n d  O A S IS ) is m a in 
ta in e d .

L o b b y in g  a c tiv it ie s  in v o lv e d  th e  set
t in g  u p  o f  a c o m m it te e  fo r  th e  S tate 
e le c tio n  th a t resu lted  in  a p o s itiv e  m e e t
ing  o f  th e  e x e c u tiv e  w ith  th e  n e w  M in 
ister's  advise rs.

T w o  te le c o n fe re n c e s  w ith  c o u n try  
m e m b e rs  h ig h lig h te d  such p ro b le m s  as 
th e  n e e d  to  d e f in e  th e  ro le  o f  th e  
te a c h e r - l ib ra r ia n s , a n d  s p e c if ic  c o n 
cerns  o f  re lease fro m  fa ce -to -fa ce  te a c h 
ing  an d  t im e ta b le d  c la ss ro o m  te a c h in g . 
T he  re s tru c tu r in g  o f  th e  D e p a rtm e n t o f 
E du ca tio n  w as  a lso  d iscussed.

T h e  p ro fe ss io n a l d e v e lo p m e n t p ro 
g ra m  fo r  1 9 9 5  c o m m e n c e d  at M a r is t 
Sisters C o lle g e , W o o lw ic h  on  24  June. 
T h is  s e m in a r c o v e re d  C D -R O M 's  and  
in fo rm a tio n  s k ills , N exus, and  an in tro 
d u c t io n  to  th e  in te rn e t, c a te rin g  fo r  bo th  
p r im a ry  a n d  s e c o n d a ry  te a c h e r - l ib ra r 
ians.

A  o n e -d a y  s e m in a r, Using the 
internet w a s  c o n d u c te d  at M a c q u a r ie  
U n iv e rs ity  o n  2 9  July. T h is  w as a th o r 

o u g h  a n d  s a tis fy in g  h a n d s -o n  tra in in g  
session fo r a ll in v o lv e d .

D r D e lia  N e u m a n n  fro m  th e  U n i
v e rs ity  o f  M a ry la n d , c o n d u c te d  a 
th o u g h t p ro v o k in g  s e m in a r on  w h a t th e  
e x p e rts  say a b o u t h o w  in fo rm a tio n  
te c h n o lo g y  can  s u p p o rt h ig h e r - le v e l 
le a rn in g . H e ld  at M o n te  S a n t'A n g e lo  
M e rc y  C o lle g e  o n  19 A u g u s t, 
D r  N e u m a n n  d iscu sse d  he r resea rch  
th a t id e n t if ie d  p ro b le m s  e n c o u n te re d  
b y  s tu d e n ts ' use o f  b ib lio g ra p h ic  C D - 
R O M s  an d  h ig h lig h te d  th e  ro le  th a t 
te a c h e r- lib ra r ia n s  need to  p la y  in in fo r
m a tio n  lite ra c y  w ith  n e w  te ch n o lo g ie s .

T h e  s e m in a r Literature 2000 w as 
h e ld  at th e  d e lig h tfu l v e n u e  o f  th e  A us 
tra lia n  N a tio n a l M a r it im e  M u s e u m  on 
16 S e p te m b e r. C u rre n t a n d  fu tu re  
tre nds  in c h ild re n 's  lite ra tu re  in e d u c a 
t io n  w e re  d iscussed.

T h e  c o n c lu d in g  ite m  in o u r  p ro 
g ra m  w a s  c o n d u c te d  b y  
M ik e  E isenbe rg , P ro fessor o f  in fo rm a 
t io n  s tud ies , S y ra cu se  U n iv e rs ity ,  on  
4 N o v e m b e r . Curriculum initiative in 
action w as a p ro g ra m  based o n  M ik e 's  
bo o ks  and  c o n c e rn e d  stra teg ies fo r the  
in fo rm a tio n  age.

It lo oks  as if  th e  m o m e n tu m  o f  th is  
y e a r w i l l  c a rry  th ro u g h  to  1 9 9 6 , as a 
d e d ic a te d  c o m m itte e  has p lan s  
u n d e rw a y  fo r  a fu ll p ro fess ion a l d e v e l
o p m e n t p ro g ra m  and  c o n t in u in g  lo b b y 
in g  fo r  th e  p ro fe s s io n a l s ta tus  o f  th e  
te a c h e r- l ib ra r ia n .

Denise Hoeflake

Hunter
Regional
Group

The group began 1995 
with its Annual General 
Meeting in March, at 

which Dr Veronica Lunn from 
Lake Macquarie City Library 
took over as president. Following 
a tradition of several years, we 
were able to obtain the services of 
the president of ALIA as our 
guest speaker. This year Jan 
Gaebler was joined by the presi
dent of NSW Branch Council, 
Graig Grimison.

At the next meeting, Phil 
Teece, manager, personnel and 
industrial services of ALIA out
lined some of the industrial 
changes affecting the profession, 
and Jennifer Stevens, best prac
tice facilitator with Newcastle 
City Council gave a local case 
study of best practice.

Our networking seminar 
held in July was attended by 30 
participants and netted the group 
a profit of $400. Speakers were 
Adrian Bates from VicNet and 
local members Veronica Lunn 
and Jim Cleary.

Several technicians in the 
group attended the Techs a t the 
top conference in Darwin, and 
Judi McLean presented a paper. 
They reported back to the group 
on their experiences at the con
ference.

The year will end a meeting 
on copyright with Margy Burn 
from NSW State Library, and an 
advocacy seminar using the pack
age developed by ALIA. A 
Christmas luncheon is planned 
for December.

All meetings have been well 
attended, and it is pleasing to 
have classes from the T AFE As
sociate Diploma in Library Prac
tice come along to relevant 
meetings. All members are in
vited to come to dinner after the 
meetings to meet the guest 
speaker in a more informal set
ting.

Planning is under way for the 
1996 program with the member
ship being invited to submit sug
gestions — some excellent ideas 
have already been put forward.

Margaret Stewart, 
Newsletter editor


