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Geelong Regional Group

T he Geelong Regional Group 
had an extremely active year 
with 10 events conducted 

throughout 1995. The events fall into 
three categories: professional develop
ment, promotion of library and infor
mation services and staff, and social 
activities.

Professional developm ent
A workshop and four professional 
meetings were held on a variety of 
topics so as to provide a smorgasbord 
of activities for regional group mem
bers. A site visit to the Geelong Hos
pital library was very popular as 
members are always keen to look 
around someone else’s workplace. 
Many members attended the presen
tation on The new Geelong Regional li
brary, perhaps as much from 
wondering what service they will get 
as library clients, as well as from a pro
fessional viewpoint. The joint ALIA/ 
SLAV meeting on Collecting science 
fiction was extremely popular: enter
taining, informative and provocative. 
The highs and lows o f  the book trade in
troduced members to the concept of 
book store franchising and the mar
keting and buying strategies used by 
commercial organisations. An 
internet workshop was conducted to 
introduce regional library staff to the 
wonders of the WWW and to provide

D uring 1995 five successful 
events were held. In March a 
group of fifty special librar

ians visited the State Film Centre Li
brary. Annette Spurr informed visitors 
of the aims of library' and the State 
Film Centre director provided back
ground information and a short his
tory of the centre. This was followed 
by a tour of the library' conducted by 
Lynda Bernard and Annette.

In April about 40 librarians at
tended a function hosted by Marion 
Nicholson of Library Locums. Marion 
revealed the results of the Library Lo
cums recent salary survey.

DA Information Services hosted 
an evening function in June at the 
National Tennis Centre. Over one 
hundred special, health and law librar
ians attended. In between socialising 
and throwing tennis balls into buckets 
everyone took the opportunity to 
catch up with the new products and 
services available from DA.

handouts so encourage them to ‘go 
surfing’.

Promotion
Twelve hours of non-stop smiles, 
bookmark and balloon give aways and 
chatting to shoppers at Geelong’s Bay 
City Plaza marked our Library Week 
activity. A report on this has already 
appeared in inCite.

Another event that the Geelong 
Regional Group supports is the local 
Careers expo. Attractive displays, hand
outs on librarian and library techni
cian courses and friendly members 
greeted many parents and children 
who are seeking information on career 
options. We feel it is vitally important 
to keep our profession in the public’s 
eye and this is one certain way to do 
it.

Social Activities
‘A group that plays together, stays to
gether’. We have fun. Between a trivia 
quiz, a theatre party block booking 
and family bowling we also managed 
to fit in some good food and great 
company.

We look forward to another great 
year in 1996. When a president has a 
supportive committee, it’s easy to or
ganise. I had a wonderful committee 
in 1995.

Sue McKnight, President

For our June function Gary 
Hardy from the VicNet office gave a 
lunchtime demonstration of VicNet 
and outlined the benefits lor special li
brarians. The luncheon was an enor
mous success with seventy attending.

The Goethe-Institut library visit 
was another successful library visit 
which was held in October. Brigitte 
Doellgast, librarian at the Institut 
hosted the evening. The library pro
vides information, books, magazines 
and videos on German culture.

In 1996 we will continue to or
ganise functions that are of particular 
interest to special librarians. Our pro
gram will be a mixture of special li
brary visits and other informative 
sessions and seminars. Some of our 
upcoming events include a seminar on 
subscription agencies, an information 
session on the Internet and a panel 
discussion on volunteers in special li
braries.

Fiona Salisbury, Secretary

UCRLS
(Vic)

Th is  y e a r, th e  C o m m it te e  has 
w o rk e d  to  p ro d u c e  a range o f  
p ro fe s s io n a l a c t iv it ie s  d e 
s ig n e d  to  a p p e a l to  as m a n v  o f  

o u r  m e m b e rs  as p o s s ib le . Ju d g in g  
f r o m  th e  a t te n d a n c e  a t o u r  
e v e n ts , w e  h a ve  h a d  c o n s id e ra b le  
success

T h e  m a in  e v e n ts  fo r  1 9 9 5  
w e re  to ta l q u a l i ty  s e rv ic e , a t V ic 
to r ia  U n iv e rs ity  o f  T e c h n o lo g y  in  
F e b ru a ry ; VicNet, a jo in t  m e e tin g  
w i t h  RAISS h e ld  a t B a i l l ie u  L i
b ra ry ,  U n iv e r s ity  o f  M e lb o u rn e ,  
in  M a y ;  th e  A n n u a l G e n e ra l 
M e e t in g  in  June, fo l lo w e d  b y  in 
fo r m a t io n  a b o u t,  a n d  a d e m o n 
s tra tio n  o f  th e  C W IS  a t S w in b u rn e  
U n iv e r s i ty  o f  T e c h n o lo g y ;  The 
hypertext electronic library 
project a t La T ro b e  U n iv e rs ity ,  a 
jo in t  m e e tin g  w ith  RAISS, in  A u 
g u s t ; Re-engineering technical 
services, a fu ll d a y  w o rk s h o p  o r 
g a n is e d  in  c o o p e ra t io n  w i th  th e  
C a ta lo g u e r 's  S e c tio n , in  S e p te m 
b e r; a n d  Electronic reserve, h e ld  
a t U n iv e r s ity  o f  M e lb o u r n e  l i 
b ra ry  in  N o v e m b e r .

M e m b e rs  o f  th e  c o m m it te e  
re p re s e n te d  th e  S e c tio n  a t b ra n c h  
c o u n c i l ,  as w e l l  as k e e p in g  th e  
c o m m it te e  in fo rm e d  o n  d e v e lo p 
m e n ts  in  th e  m e n to r in g  s c h e m e  
a n d  c o m p e te n c ie s  s ta n d a rd s  v ia  
m e m b e rs h ip  o n  o th e r  b o d ie s .

C o -o p e ra t io n  w i th  A L IA  sec 
t io n s  has b e en  a f r u it fu l p ro ce ss , 
e n a b lin g  us to  a ttra c t a w id e r  a u 
d ie n c e ,  as w e l l  as p r o v id in g  an  
o p p o r tu n ity  fo r  p e o p le  fro m  d i f 
fe re n t lib ra ry  sec to rs  to  n e tw o rk . 
B u i ld in g  o n  th is , m e m b e rs  o f  o u r  
c o m m it te e ,  Bea D o n k in ,  C o lin  
B a te s , a n d  J e n n y  S to ck s , a re  
w o r k in g  w ith  a sub  g ro u p  o f  th e  
C A V A L  re fe re n c e  in te re s t g ro u p  
to  p la n  a p re -c o n fe re n c e  w o r k 
s h o p  in  1 9 9 6 . T h e  s u b je c t m a tte r, 
p e r fo rm a n c e  in d ic a to rs ,  w i l l  be  
t im e ly ,  a n d  th e  p ro v is io n a l t i t le  
Perform or perish s h o u ld  e x c ite  
a t te n t io n .

O u r  th a n k s  to  s e v e ra l lo n g  
s e rv in g  c o m m it te e  m e m b e rs  re 
s ig n in g  a t th e  e n d  o f  1 9 9 5 : Jack i 
S a u n d e rs , H e le n  A rm s tro n g  
( tre a su re r) a n d  Bea D o n k in  (sec 
re ta ry ). T h e  U C R LS  c o m m it te e  is 
th e re fo re  in  n e e d  o f  s o m e  n e w  
c o m m it te e  m e m b e rs , a n d  o f  th e ir  
id e a s  a n d  e n th u s ia s m . M e m b e rs  
o f  th e  S e c tio n  a re  u rg e d  to  n o m i
n a te  fo r  th e  c o m m itte e , a n d  m a k e  
1 9 9 6  an  o u ts ta n d in g  yea r.

Susan Bray 
President

Special Libraries Section (Vic)


