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V a n t a g e  p o i n t

Australian Library Week 7-13 M ay celebrates 
young achievers in the library and  information sector

Peter Green has packed a lot 
into his first twelve m onths 
as a professional librarian 

and his first job at C urtin  Univer
sity, where he is one ol the team of 
librarians responsible for Inform a
tion Services. After collecting the 
FA Sharr M edal from  the WA 
Branch ol ALIA as the graduate 
most likely to have a positive im 
pact on his profession, Peter barely 
drew breath before he began to 
prove the Branch’s predictions cor
rect.

In those first twelve m onths he 
has taken on the role o f Editor ol 
the Branch newsletter, Biblia, and 
established a discussion panel on 
the Internet called W AIN (Western 
Australian Inform ation N etw ork), 
dedicated to coverage o f the general 
library com m unity  activity in the 
West. W AIN already has 100 sub
scribers, w ith strong growth p re
dicted in the school and public 
library membership for 1995.

Peter says the idea for W A IN  
grew our o f C urtin  University Li
brary’s excellent access to electronic 
com munications. It seemed a natu
ral step to use this capacity to 
stimulate discussion of inform ation 
issues am ongst W A librarians. 
W A IN  is also used to prom ote 
events and advertise jobs.

His graduate D iplom a in Inlor- 
m ation and  Library Studies from 
C urtin  follows a Bachelor of Edu
cation m ajoring in m athem atics

and a ten year ca
reer as a teacher.
Teaching skills 
have been ex
tremely useful, ac
cording to Peter, 
who has used 
them to good ef
fect in inform a
tion literacy 
training for teach
ers and staff at the 
University.

Peter doesn’t 
view the In ternet 
as the ‘end for li
brarians. He 
teaches classes in 
its use and says it 
is essential that 
in lorm ation pro
fessionals master 
the ‘n e t’ in order 
to support their 
clients the way 
they always have.

‘T he skills ol 
librarianship lend 
themselves to im provem ent o f the 
In ternet but it w o n 't be a m o
nopoly any more than the develop
ment ol database searching software 
was a monopoly lor librarians.’

Also active in the WA group ol 
Reference and Inform ation Service 
Section o f ALIA and currently 
working on his masters degree, Pe
ter’s next move is a six-month stint 
in Kalgoorlie where the School of

Mines and a TAFE college are com 
bining to form a University College 
affiliated w ith C urtin.

I f  you  know  any young achievers 
that you believe should be profiled in 
inC ite  please contact Carolyn 
Cherrett a t the N ational Office, tel
ephone (06) 2 8 5  1877, or 
fa x  (06) 2 8 2  2249.
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™w ia g e  nn INFORM ATION MANAGEMENT AT 
YOUR FINGERTIPS

Image II provides complete information management for corporate and government 
information centres and special libraries

* Online catalogue & other databases • Communications
• Comprehensive searching (with pull down menus) • Images & graphics
• Acquisitions • Multi authority files
• Circulation • Report generation
• Serials control • Full integration of modules

contcc Contec Data Systems (Aust) Pty Ltd
PO Box 1570, Tuggeranong ACT 2901 
Phone/Fax: (06) 231 6923 Mobile: (015) 483 503
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