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Combining Library and Parliament in NT

From  9 January  this year, 
D arw in ’s strik ing  new  Par
liam ent H ouse will not only 

De hom e to N o rth e rn  T errito ry  
politicians bu t also to the new 
SJorthern T errito ry  Library. T he 
M orthern T errito ry  Library will 
im algam ate the collections o f the 
:ormer State and Parliam entary li- 
praries and  offer an in fo rm ation  
.ervice to both  the public and to 
parliamentarians and their staff. As 
;uch, it represents a unique joint- 
lse facility.

T h e  N o rth e rn  T errito ry  Li
brary will draw  on the  existing 
itrengths o f  the State and  Parlia- 
nen tary  libraries as well as offering 
leveral new  services and p rom ot- 
ng them  to the expanded client 
*roup.

T he library will offer a client- 
ocused service that includes fast- 
:rack docum ent delivery, cu rren t 
rwareness services, access to the Io- 
:al netw ork Linnet, A BN, and In- 
ernet, extensive C D -R O M  and 
pnline databases and the special- 
sed and extensive N orthern  Aus- 
:ralia Collection.

T h e  N o rth ern  T errito ry  Li- 
prary will be a new w orking envi- 
o n m en t for S tate and 
Lirliamentary library staff and rep- 
esents an opportun ity  for all staff 
o broaden their professional expe
dience. S taff have already found 
hat professional and learning op
portunities were very m uch a part 
pf the p lanning process when each 
iccepted responsibilities in addi- 
ion to their normal duties.

O n e o f  the m ore d au n tin g  
asks was the p ro m o tio n  o f  the 
nove to Parliam ent H ouse. It was 
essential th a t the co m m u n ity  re
vived a clear three-fold message 
hat included dates o f  the move, 
he location  o f  the new  library, 
md th a t the N o rth ern  T errito ry  
dbrary w ould be open to the p u b 
ic just as the S tate L ibrary had 
>een.

T h e  p rom otional cam paign 
imed to reach as m any sectors of 
he com m unity  as possible and in- 
o rporated  a mix of m edia, from 
>anners strategically placed on ma- 
or traffic routes, to An the m ove’ 
lyers for d istribu tion  w ith in  the 
ibrary and a direct m ailing of ‘on 
he m ove’ posters. Advertisem ents 
vere placed in the local paper and 
ven on the back o f  the G overn-

A tropical setting for Darwin's new Northern Territory Library

m ent Gazette. N ew spapers and  a 
variety o f  local newsletters tha t ran 
regular library co lum ns received 
articles about the move.

T h e  cu lm ination  o f  this p ro 
m otion was the State Library wake 
hosted by Friends o f the Library.
T h e  wake was w ell-a ttended  by 
approxim ately  200 guests from  
m any sectors o f the T erritory com 
m unity.

P lanning is well under way for 
the prom otion  o f  the opening o f 
the N o rth ern  T errito ry  Library, 
and the necessary policy form ula
tion  has begun. T h e  N o rth e rn

Credit transfer 
arrangem ents in 
and Inform ation

T hrough the A V C C  C red it 
Transfer Project, the A us
tralian V ice-C hancello rs’ 

C o m m ittee  (w ith fund ing  assist
ance from D EET) has been devel
op ing  national credit transfer 
arrangem ents in a range o f fields 
o f study, in order to assist students 
transferring  between universities, 
or from  TA FE to universities, and 
seeking credit for their prior s tu d 
ies. O n e  of the fields o f  study in 
w hich m in im um  levels o f  cred it 
will be piloted in 1995 is Library 
and Inform ation Studies.

U n d er the p ilo t schem e, s tu 
dents w ho have a relevant and  
com pleted  Associate D ip lom a 
(whether in university or TA FE), 
or partly com pleted degree studies, 
in the same or a com parable field 
o f study, will be granted m in im um

T errito ry  Library opens for busi
ness on 9 January, w ith the formal 
opening  celebrations p lanned for 
later in the year.

T he location o f a m ajor public 
library w ith in  P arliam ent H ouse 
has n o t gone w ith o u t com m ent. 
H ow ever, the m ove represents a 
unique opportun ity  to make Par
liam ent H ouse a place for the peo
ple.

It is hoped that the N orthern  
T erritory  Library will becom e one 
of the T errito ry ’s success stories, 
and prove once again that it’s dif
ferent in the Territory.

Jenny Saunders

Lib rary
Studies
credit for their prior studies, when 
adm itted  to a Library and In fo r
m ation Studies degree course.

T he recom m endations for the 
pilot scheme where developed by a 
Reference G roup, chaired by P ro
fessor John Levett o f  M onash U n i
versity and including, in addition 
to other university m em bers, rep
resentatives o f ALIA and o f  TAFE.

D etails o f the p ilo t schem es, 
inc lud ing  a list o f  partic ipa ting  
universities, are available from uni
versities, S tate /T errito ry  university 
adm ission centres and  from  D r 
A n thony  P H aydon , d irector, 
C red it Transfer Project, Australian 
V ice-Chancellors’ C om m ittee, PO  
Box 199, R undle M all, A delaide 
SA 5000, phone (08) 223 1855, 
fax (08) 232 6405 , or e-m ail 
t h a y d o n @ a v c c .e d u .a u .
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